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Introduction

This revised compilation of universal human rights instruments is issued in
two parts. It replaces volume I of the two-volume compilation of international
instruments published by the United Nations in 1993. It has been prepared by the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. Volume II of
the compilation, published in 1997, contains regional instruments.

For reasons of space, the compilation is not a comprehensive collection of all
international human rights instruments. However, the opportunity has been taken in
this new edition of volume I to broaden as well as to update the selection, which con-
tains documents adopted up to 18 December 2002. The first part now includes the
Declaration and Programme of Action of the 1993 World Conference on Human
Rights and the United Nations Millennium Declaration. Instruments on the rights of
persons with disabilities have been brought together in a single section.

In the second part of volume I a new section is added that contains the Decla-
ration on Human Rights Defenders and the Paris Principles on National Human
Rights Institutions. There is also a new section on the Right to Health, and the Inter-
national Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families is included in the section on the Rights of Migrants. The
Statute of the International Criminal Court and those of the International Tribunals
for the Former Yugoslavia and Rwanda are included in the second part.

The compilation includes instruments adopted by the International Labour
Organization, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Complete
listings can be found on the relevant web sites (www.ilo.org, www.unesco.org,
www.unhcr.ch).

The legal status of the instruments contained in the compilation varies. Dec-
larations, principles, guidelines, standard rules and recommendations have no
binding legal effect.

Nevertheless, such instruments have an undeniable moral force and provide
practical guidance to States in their conduct. The value of such instruments rests on
their recognition and acceptance by a large number of States and, even without bind-
ing effect, they may be seen as declaratory of broadly accepted goals and principles
within the international community.

International treaties, referred to variously as covenants, statutes, protocols or
conventions, are legally binding for those States that ratify or accede to them. Trea-
ties adopted within the United Nations are open for signature and ratification by all

xi



States, while those adopted by regional organizations are normally open only to
members of the organization concerned.

Up-to-date information on ratifications and the status of the United Nations
treaties contained in the first volume of the Compilation is to be found at the Office
of the High Commissioner’s web site (www.ohchr.org).

It is hoped that the compilation will contribute to a wider knowledge and
awareness of international human rights standards and will be a valuable resource
for all involved in the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental
freedoms.
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Foreword

Human rights are the foundation of human existence and coexistence. They
are universal, indivisible and interdependent. And they lie at the heart of everything
the United Nations aspires to achieve in its global mission of peace and develop-
ment.

Since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the Gen-
eral Assembly in 1948, Governments have discussed, negotiated and agreed upon
many hundreds of fundamental principles and legal provisions designed to protect
and promote an array of civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights.

This publication brings together, in one place, some of the most important of
those conventions, treaties, declarations and agreements.

It seeks to inform the world about human rights. The more people know their
own rights, and the more they respect those of others, the better the chance that they
will live together in peace.

It aims to show the commitments that Governments have made, and to encour-
age States to sign and ratify these important universal standards if they have not
done so already.

It is also intended as a tool for Governments, non-governmental organizations,
civil society groups, human rights defenders, individual citizens and international
organizations such as the United Nations. Indeed, though Governments have the
primary responsibility to uphold human rights and fundamental freedoms, everyone
has a role to play in this endeavour.

The world has made significant progress in raising global awareness of human
rights, setting out the legal framework, and establishing institutions and mecha-
nisms for protection, redress and justice. But our work is far from done. We must
improve upon the record of the last century, and make respect for human rights a
reality for every man, woman and child. This compilation of major human rights
instruments is meant as a contribution to that effort, and I recommend it to the wid-

est possible global audience.

Kofi A. Annan
Secretary-General
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A. THE INTERNATIONAL BILL OF
HUMAN RIGHTS

1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Adopted and proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 217 A (111)
of 10 December 1948

PrREAMBLE

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable
rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and
peace in the world,

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous
acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of aworld in
which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from
fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people,

Whereasit isessential, if man isnot to be compelled to have recourse, asalast
resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be pro-
tected by the rule of law,

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations
between nations,

Whereas the peopl es of the United Nations havein the Charter reaffirmed their
faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and
in the equa rights of men and women and have determined to promote social
progress and better standards of lifein larger freedom,

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in co-operation
with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and observance of
human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Whereas acommon understanding of these rightsand freedomsis of the great-
est importance for the full realization of this pledge,

Now, therefore,
The General Assembly,

Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard
of achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every individua and
every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by
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teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by pro-
gressive measures, nationa and international, to securetheir universal and effective
recognition and observance, both among the peoples of Member States themselves
and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.

Article 1

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are
endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit
of brotherhood.

Article 2

Everyoneisentitled to al therights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration,
without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, politi-
cal or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, juris-
dictional or internationa status of the country or territory to which aperson belongs,
whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other limitation of
sovereignty.

Article 3

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.

Article 4

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall
be prohibited in al their forms.

Article5

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treat-
ment or punishment.

Article 6

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.

Article 7

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to
equal protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrim-
ination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimi-
nation.

Article 8

Everyone has theright to an effective remedy by the competent national tribu-
nals for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by
law.
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Article9

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.

Article 10
Everyoneisentitled in full equality to afair and public hearing by an indepen-

dent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of hisrights and obligations and of
any criminal charge against him.

Article 11
1. Everyone charged with a pena offence hasthe right to be presumed inno-

cent until proved guilty according to law in apublic trial at which he has had all the
guarantees necessary for his defence.

2. Nooneshall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or
omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national or international
law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall aheavier penalty beimposed than
the one that was applicable at the time the pena offence was committed.

Article 12

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone
has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.

Article 13

1. Everyone hastheright to freedom of movement and residence within the
borders of each State.

2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to
return to his country.

Article 14

1. Everyonehastheright to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from
persecution.

2. Thisright may not beinvoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely aris-

ing from non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of
the United Nations.

Article 15

1. Everyone hastheright to a nationality.

2. Nooneshal bearbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right
to change his nationality.
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Article 16

1. Menand women of full age, without any limitation due to race, national-
ity or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to
equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissol ution.

2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the
intending spouses.

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is
entitled to protection by society and the State.
Article 17

1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association
with others.

2. Nooneshall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.

Article 18

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this
right includes freedom to change hisreligion or belief, and freedom, either alone or
in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief
in teaching, practice, worship and observance.

Article 19

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

Article 20

1. Everyone hastheright to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.

2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.

Article 21

1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country,
directly or through freely chosen representatives.

2. Everyone hastheright to equal accessto public service in his country.

3. Thewill of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government;
thiswill shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by uni-
versal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free vot-
ing procedures.

Article 22

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is enti-
tled to redlization, through national effort and international co-operation and in
accordance with the organization and resources of each State, of the economic,
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social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of
his personality.

Article 23

1. Everyone hastheright to work, to free choice of employment, to just and
favourable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.

2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal
work.

3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration
ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, and sup-
plemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection.

4. Everyone hastheright to form and to join trade unions for the protection
of hisinterests.

Article 24

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of
working hours and periodic holidays with pay.

Article 25

1. Everyone hastheright to astandard of living adeguate for the health and
well-being of himself and of hisfamily, including food, clothing, housing and med-
ical careand necessary socid services, and theright to security inthe event of unem-
ployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihoodincir-
cumstances beyond his control.

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All
children, whether bornin or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same socia protection.

Article 26

1. Everyone hastheright to education. Education shall befree, at least in the
elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory.
Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and higher
education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit.

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human person-
aity and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations,
racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for
the maintenance of peace.

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be
given to their children.

Article 27

1. Everyone hastheright freely to participate in the cultural life of the com-
munity, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits.
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2. Everyonehastheright to the protection of the moral and material interests
resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which heisthe author.

Article 28

Everyoneisentitled to asocial and international order in which the rights and
freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.

Article 29

1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full
development of his personality is possible.

2. Intheexercise of hisrights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only
to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due
recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of meeting thejust
requirements of morality, public order and the general welfarein ademocratic soci-
ety.

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the
purposes and principles of the United Nations.

Article 30

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State,
group or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at
the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein.



2. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by General Assembly resolution
2200 A (XXI) of 16 December 1966

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 3 JANUARY 1976, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 27
PREAMBLE

The Sates Parties to the present Covenant,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the Charter
of the United Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and
inalienable rights of al members of the human family isthe foundation of freedom,
justice and peace in the world,

Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the human
person,

Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the ideal of free human beings enjoying freedom from fear and want can
only be achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his eco-
nomic, social and cultura rights, aswell as his civil and political rights,

Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United Nations
to promote universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and freedoms,

Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individuals and to the
community to which he belongs, isunder aresponsibility to strive for the promotion
and observance of the rights recognized in the present Covenant,

Agree upon the following articles:

PART |

Article 1

1. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right
they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social
and cultural development.

2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth
and resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international eco-
nomic co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and international
law. In no case may a people be deprived of its own means of subsistence.
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3. TheStatesPartiesto the present Covenant, including those having respon-
sibility for the administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories, shall
promote the realization of the right of self-determination, and shall respect that
right, in conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.

ParT Il

Article 2

1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, indi-
vidually and through international assistance and co-operation, especially economic
and technical, to the maximum of its available resources, with a view to achieving
progressively thefull realization of the rights recognized in the present Covenant by
all appropriate means, including particularly the adoption of legislative measures.

2. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to guarantee that the
rights enunciated in the present Covenant will be exercised without discrimination
of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

3. Developing countries, with due regard to human rights and their national
economy, may determine to what extent they would guarantee the economic rights
recognized in the present Covenant to non-nationals.

Article 3

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right
of men and women to the enjoyment of all economic, social and cultural rights set
forth in the present Covenant.

Article 4

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, in the enjoyment of
those rights provided by the State in conformity with the present Covenant, the State
may subject such rights only to such limitations as are determined by law only in so
far as this may be compatible with the nature of these rights and solely for the pur-
pose of promoting the general welfare in a democratic society.

Article5

1. Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for any
State, group or person any right to engagein any activity or to perform any act aimed
at the destruction of any of the rights or freedoms recognized herein, or at their lim-
itation to a greater extent than is provided for in the present Covenant.

2. No restriction upon or derogation from any of the fundamental human
rights recognized or existing in any country in virtue of law, conventions, regula-
tions or custom shall be admitted on the pretext that the present Covenant does not
recognize such rights or that it recognizes them to a lesser extent.
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PART |11

Article 6

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right to work,
which includes the right of everyone to the opportunity to gain his living by work
which he freely chooses or accepts, and will take appropriate steps to safeguard this
right.

2. The stepsto be taken by a State Party to the present Covenant to achieve
the full realization of this right shall include technical and vocational guidance and
training programmes, policies and techniques to achieve steady economic, social
and cultural development and full and productive employment under conditions
safeguarding fundamental political and economic freedoms to the individual.

Article7

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to
the enjoyment of just and favourabl e conditions of work which ensure, in particular:

(@) Remuneration which provides all workers, as a minimum, with:

(i) Fair wages and equal remuneration for work of equal value without dis-
tinction of any kind, in particular women being guaranteed conditions of
work not inferior to those enjoyed by men, with equal pay for equal work;

(ii) A decent living for themselves and their families in accordance with the
provisions of the present Covenant;

(b) Safe and healthy working conditions;

(c) Equal opportunity for everyone to be promoted in his employment to an
appropriate higher level, subject to no considerations other than those of seniority
and competence;

(d) Rest, leisure and reasonable limitation of working hoursand periodic hol-
idays with pay, as well as remuneration for public holidays

Article 8

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure:

(@) Theright of everyone to form trade unions and join the trade union of his
choice, subject only to the rules of the organization concerned, for the promotion
and protection of his economic and social interests. No restrictions may be placed
on the exercise of this right other than those prescribed by law and which are nec-
essary in ademocratic society in the interests of national security or public order or
for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others;

(b) The right of trade unions to establish national federations or confedera-
tions and the right of the latter to form or join international trade-union organiza-
tions;

(c) Theright of trade unions to function freely subject to no limitations other
than those prescribed by law and which are necessary in ademocratic society in the



10 The International Bill of Human Rights

interests of national security or public order or for the protection of the rights and
freedoms of others;

(d) The right to strike, provided that it is exercised in conformity with the
laws of the particular country.

2. Thisarticle shall not prevent the imposition of lawful restrictions on the
exercise of these rights by members of the armed forces or of the police or of the
administration of the State.

3. Nothing in this article shall authorize States Parties to the International
Labour Organisation Convention of 1948 concerning Freedom of Association and
Protection of the Right to Organise to take legidlative measures which would preju-
dice, or apply the law in such amanner aswould prejudice, the guarantees provided
for in that Convention.

Article9

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to
social security, including social insurance.

Article 10
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that:

1. The widest possible protection and assistance should be accorded to the
family, which is the natural and fundamental group unit of society, particularly for
its establishment and whileit is responsible for the care and education of dependent
children. Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
Spouses.

2. Specia protection should be accorded to mothers during a reasonable
period before and after childbirth. During such period working mothers should be
accorded paid leave or leave with adequate social security benefits.

3. Specia measures of protection and assistance should be taken on behalf
of al children and young persons without any discrimination for reasons of parent-
age or other conditions. Children and young persons should be protected from eco-
nomic and social exploitation. Their employment in work harmful to their moralsor
health or dangerousto life or likely to hamper their normal development should be
punishable by law. States should aso set age limits below which the paid employ-
ment of child labour should be prohibited and punishable by law.

Article 11

1. The States Partiesto the present Covenant recognize theright of everyone
to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate
food, clothing and housing, and to the continuousimprovement of living conditions.
The States Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of this right,
recognizing to this effect the essentia importance of international co-operation
based on free consent.

2. The States Parties to the present Covenant, recognizing the fundamental
right of everyone to be free from hunger, shall take, individually and through inter-
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national co-operation, the measures, including specific programmes, which are
needed:

(a) Toimprove methods of production, conservation and distribution of food
by making full use of technical and scientific knowledge, by disseminating know-
ledge of the principles of nutrition and by developing or reforming agrarian systems
in such away asto achieve the most efficient development and utilization of natural
resources,

(b) Taking into account the problems of both food-importing and food-
exporting countries, to ensure an equitable distribution of world food supplies in
relation to need.

Article 12

1. The States Partiesto the present Covenant recognize theright of everyone
to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.

2. The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to
achieve the full realization of thisright shall include those necessary for:

(a) Theprovisionfor thereduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant mortality
and for the healthy development of the child;

(b) Theimprovement of all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene;

(c) Theprevention, treatment and control of epidemic, endemic, occupational
and other diseases;

(d) The creation of conditions which would assure to all medical service and
medical attention in the event of sickness.

Article 13

1. The States Partiesto the present Covenant recognize theright of everyone
to education. They agree that education shall be directed to the full development of
the human personality and the sense of its dignity, and shall strengthen the respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms. They further agree that education shall
enableall personsto participate effectively in afree society, promote understanding,
tolerance and friendship among all nations and all racial, ethnic or religious groups,
and further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.

2. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, with a view to
achieving the full realization of thisright:

(@) Primary education shall be compulsory and available free to all;

(b) Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and voca-
tional secondary education, shall be made generally available and accessible to all
by every appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free
education;
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(c) Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of
capacity, by every appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduc-
tion of free education;

(d) Fundamental education shall be encouraged or intensified as far as possi-
ble for those persons who have not received or completed the whole period of their
primary education;

(e) Thedevelopment of asystem of schoolsat all levels shall be actively pur-
sued, an adequate fellowship system shall be established, and the material condi-
tions of teaching staff shall be continuously improved.

3. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for
the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to choose for their chil-
dren schools, other than those established by the public authorities, which conform
to such minimum educational standards as may be laid down or approved by the
State and to ensure the religious and moral education of their children in conformity
with their own convictions.

4. No part of thisarticle shall be construed so asto interfere with the liberty
of individuals and bodies to establish and direct educational institutions, subject
always to the observance of the principles set forth in paragraph 1 of thisarticle and
to the requirement that the education given in suchinstitutions shall conformto such
minimum standards as may be laid down by the State.

Article 14

Each State Party to the present Covenant which, at the time of becoming a
Party, has not been able to secure in its metropolitan territory or other territories
under its jurisdiction compulsory primary education, free of charge, undertakes,
within two years, to work out and adopt a detailed plan of action for the progressive
implementation, within areasonable number of years, to be fixed in the plan, of the
principle of compulsory education free of charge for all.

Article 15

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of every-
one:

(@) Totake partin cultural life;
(b) To enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications,

(c) To benefit from the protection of the moral and material interestsresulting
from any scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the author.

2. The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to
achieve thefull realization of thisright shall include those necessary for the conser-
vation, the devel opment and the diffusion of science and culture.

3. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to respect the free-
dom indispensable for scientific research and creative activity.
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4. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the benefits to be
derived from the encouragement and development of international contacts and co-
operation in the scientific and cultural fields.

ParT IV

Article 16

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to submit in confor-
mity with this part of the Covenant reports on the measureswhich they have adopted
and the progress made in achieving the observance of the rights recognized herein.

2. (a) All reportsshall be submitted to the Secretary-Generd of the United
Nations, who shall transmit copies to the Economic and Social Council for consid-
eration in accordance with the provisions of the present Covenant;

(b) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall also transmit to the
speciaized agencies copies of the reports, or any relevant parts therefrom, from
States Parties to the present Covenant which are also members of these specialized
agencies in so far as these reports, or parts therefrom, relate to any matters which
fall within the responsibilities of the said agencies in accordance with their consti-
tutional instruments.

Article 17

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant shall furnish their reports in
stages, in accordance with a programme to be established by the Economic and
Social Council within one year of the entry into force of the present Covenant after
consultation with the States Parties and the specialized agencies concerned.

2. Reports may indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree of ful-
filment of obligations under the present Covenant.

3. Where relevant information has previously been furnished to the United
Nations or to any specialized agency by any State Party to the present Covenant, it
will not be necessary to reproduce that information, but a precise reference to the
information so furnished will suffice.

Article 18

Pursuant to its responsibilities under the Charter of the United Nationsin the
field of human rights and fundamental freedoms, the Economic and Social Council
may make arrangements with the specialized agencies in respect of their reporting
to it on the progress made in achieving the observance of the provisions of the
present Covenant falling within the scope of their activities. These reports may
include particulars of decisions and recommendations on such implementation
adopted by their competent organs.

Article 19

The Economic and Social Council may transmit to the Commission on Human
Rightsfor study and general recommendation or, as appropriate, for information the
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reports concerning human rights submitted by States in accordance with articles 16
and 17, and those concerning human rights submitted by the specialized agenciesin
accordance with article 18.

Article 20

The States Parties to the present Covenant and the specialized agencies con-
cerned may submit comments to the Economic and Social Council on any genera
recommendation under article 19 or reference to such general recommendation in
any report of the Commission on Human Rights or any documentation referred to
therein.

Article 21

The Economic and Social Council may submit from time to time to the Gen-
eral Assembly reports with recommendations of a general nature and a summary of
theinformation received from the States Parties to the present Covenant and the spe-
cialized agencies on the measures taken and the progress made in achieving genera
observance of the rights recognized in the present Covenant.

Article 22

The Economic and Social Council may bring to the attention of other organs
of the United Nations, their subsidiary organs and specialized agencies concerned
with furnishing technical assistance any matters arising out of the reportsreferred to
in this part of the present Covenant which may assist such bodies in deciding, each
within its field of competence, on the advisability of international measures likely
to contribute to the effective progressive implementation of the present Covenant.

Article 23

The States Parties to the present Covenant agree that international action for
the achievement of the rights recognized in the present Covenant includes such
methods as the conclusion of conventions, the adoption of recommendations, the
furnishing of technical assistance and the holding of regional meetings and technical
meetings for the purpose of consultation and study organized in conjunction with
the Governments concerned.

Article 24

Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the provi-
sions of the Charter of the United Nations and of the constitutions of the specialized
agencies which define the respective responsibilities of the various organs of the
United Nations and of the specialized agenciesin regard to the matters dealt within
the present Covenant.

Article 25

Nothing in the present Covenant shall beinterpreted as impairing the inherent
right of all peoples to enjoy and utilize fully and freely their natural wealth and
resources.
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PART V

Article 26

1. The present Covenant is open for signature by any State Member of the
United Nations or member of any of its specialized agencies, by any State Party to
the Statute of the International Court of Justice, and by any other State which has
been invited by the General Assembly of the United Nations to become a party to
the present Covenant.

2. Thepresent Covenant is subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification
shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. The present Covenant shall be open to accession by any State referred to
in paragraph 1 of thisarticle.

4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all Stateswhich
have signed the present Covenant or acceded to it of the deposit of each instrument
of ratification or accession.

Article 27

1. The present Covenant shall enter into force three months after the date of
the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the thirty-fifth
instrument of ratification or instrument of accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Covenant or acceding to it after the
deposit of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or instrument of accession, the
present Covenant shall enter into force three months after the date of the deposit of
its own instrument of ratification or instrument of accession.

Article 28

The provisions of the present Covenant shall extend to al parts of federal
States without any limitations or exceptions.

Article 29

1. Any State Party to the present Covenant may propose an amendment and
fileit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall
thereupon communicate any proposed amendments to the States Parties to the
present Covenant with arequest that they notify him whether they favour a confer-
ence of States Partiesfor the purpose of considering and voting upon the proposals.
In the event that at least one third of the States Parties favours such a conference,
the Secretary-General shall convene the conference under the auspices of the United
Nations. Any amendment adopted by a mgjority of the States Parties present and
voting at the conference shall be submitted to the General Assembly of the United
Nations for approval.

2. Amendments shall comeinto force when they have been approved by the
General Assembly of the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds majority of
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the States Parties to the present Covenant in accordance with their respective con-
dtitutional processes.

3. When amendments come into force they shall be binding on those States
Parties which have accepted them, other States Parties still being bound by the pro-
visions of the present Covenant and any earlier amendment which they have
accepted.

Article 30

Irrespective of the notifications made under article 26, paragraph 5, the Secre-
tary-General of the United Nations shall inform all Statesreferred to in paragraph 1
of the same article of the following particulars:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 26;

(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Covenant under article 27
and the date of the entry into force of any amendments under article 29.

Article 31

1. The present Covenant, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian
and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the
United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified cop-
ies of the present Covenant to all States referred to in article 26.



3. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by
General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December 1966

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 23 MARCH 1976, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 49
PREAMBLE

The Sates Parties to the present Covenant,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the Charter
of the United Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and
inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom,
justice and peace in the world,

Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the human
person,

Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, theideal of free human beings enjoying civil and political freedom and free-
dom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions are created whereby
everyone may enjoy hiscivil and political rights, aswell as hiseconomic, social and
cultural rights,

Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United Nations
to promote universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and freedoms,

Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individuals and to the
community to which he belongs, isunder aresponsibility to strive for the promotion
and observance of the rights recognized in the present Covenant,

Agree upon the following articles:

PART |

Article 1

1. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right
they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social
and cultural development.

2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth
and resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international eco-
nomic co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and international
law. In no case may a people be deprived of its own means of subsistence.

17
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3. TheStatesPartiesto the present Covenant, including those having respon-
sibility for the administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories, shall
promote the realization of the right of self-determination, and shall respect that
right, in conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.

ParT Il

Article 2

1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to
ensure to al individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights
recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status.

2. Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other measures,
each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take the necessary steps, in
accordance with its constitutiona processes and with the provisions of the present
Covenant, to adopt such legislative or other measures as may be necessary to give
effect to the rights recognized in the present Covenant.

3. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes:

(a) To ensurethat any person whose rights or freedoms as herein recognized
are violated shall have an effective remedy, notwithstanding that the violation has
been committed by persons acting in an official capacity;

(b) To ensure that any person claiming such a remedy shall have his right
thereto determined by competent judicial, administrative or legislative authorities,
or by any other competent authority provided for by the legal system of the State,
and to develop the possibilities of judicia remedy;

(c) Toensurethat the competent authorities shall enforce such remedieswhen
granted.

Article 3

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right
of men and women to the enjoyment of all civil and political rights set forth in the
present Covenant.

Article 4

1. Intime of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the
existence of which is officialy proclaimed, the States Parties to the present Cove-
nant may take measures derogating from their obligations under the present Cove-
nant to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that
such measures are not inconsistent with their other obligations under international
law and do not involve discrimination solely on the ground of race, colour, sex, lan-
guage, religion or social origin.
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2. Noderogation from articles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs 1 and 2), 11, 15, 16 and 18
may be made under this provision.

3. Any State Party to the present Covenant availing itself of the right of der-
ogation shall immediately inform the other States Parties to the present Covenant,
through theintermediary of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, of the pro-
visions from which it has derogated and of the reasons by which it was actuated. A
further communication shall be made, through the same intermediary, on the date on
which it terminates such derogation.

Article5

1. Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for any
State, group or person any right to engage in any activity or perform any act aimed
at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms recognized herein or at their lim-
itation to a greater extent than is provided for in the present Covenant.

2. There shall be no restriction upon or derogation from any of the funda-
mental human rights recognized or existing in any State Party to the present Cove-
nant pursuant to law, conventions, regulations or custom on the pretext that the
present Covenant does not recognize such rights or that it recognizesthem to alesser
extent.

PaRT |11

Article 6

1. Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be pro-
tected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of hislife.

2. Incountrieswhich have not abolished the death penalty, sentence of death
may beimposed only for the most serious crimesin accordancewith thelaw in force
at the time of the commission of the crime and not contrary to the provisions of the
present Covenant and to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide. This penalty can only be carried out pursuant to afinal judge-
ment rendered by a competent court.

3. When deprivation of life constitutes the crime of genocide, it is under-
stood that nothing in this article shall authorize any State Party to the present Cov-
enant to derogate in any way from any obligation assumed under the provisions of
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

4. Anyone sentenced to death shall have the right to seek pardon or commu-
tation of the sentence. Amnesty, pardon or commutation of the sentence of death
may be granted in all cases.

5. Sentence of death shall not be imposed for crimes committed by persons
below eighteen years of age and shall not be carried out on pregnant women.

6. Nothinginthisarticle shall beinvoked to delay or to prevent the abolition
of capital punishment by any State Party to the present Covenant.
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Article 7

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treat-
ment or punishment. In particular, no one shall be subjected without hisfree consent
to medical or scientific experimentation.

Article 8

1. No one shal be held in davery; slavery and the save-trade in all their
forms shall be prohibited.

2. Nooneshall be held in servitude.
3. (@) Nooneshall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour;

(b) Paragraph 3 (a) shall not be held to preclude, in countries where impris-
onment with hard labour may be imposed as a punishment for a crime, the perfor-
mance of hard labour in pursuance of asentence to such punishment by a competent
court;

(c) For the purpose of this paragraph the term “forced or compulsory labour”
shall not include:

(i) Any work or service, not referred to in subparagraph (b), normally
required of a person who is under detention in consequence of a lawful
order of acourt, or of aperson during conditional rel ease from such deten-
tion;

(ii) Any service of amilitary character and, in countries where conscientious
objection isrecognized, any national service required by law of conscien-
tious objectors;

(iii) Any service exacted in cases of emergency or calamity threatening thelife
or well-being of the community;

(iv) Any work or service which forms part of normal civil obligations.

Article 9

1. Everyone hasthe right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be
subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty
except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedure as are established by
law.

2. Anyonewhoisarrested shall beinformed, at the time of arrest, of the rea-
sons for his arrest and shall be promptly informed of any charges against him.

3. Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought
promptly before ajudge or other officer authorized by law to exercisejudicial power
and shall be entitled to trial within areasonabletime or to release. It shall not be the
general rule that persons awaiting trial shall be detained in custody, but release may
be subject to guarantees to appear for trial, at any other stage of thejudicial proceed-
ings, and, should occasion arise, for execution of the judgement.

4. Anyonewho isdeprived of hisliberty by arrest or detention shall be enti-
tled to take proceedings before a court, in order that that court may decide without
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delay on the lawfulness of his detention and order hisrelease if the detention is not
lawful.

5. Anyonewho has been the victim of unlawful arrest or detention shall have
an enforceable right to compensation.

Article 10

1. All persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and
with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person.

2. (&) Accused persons shall, save in exceptional circumstances, be segre-
gated from convicted persons and shall be subject to separate treatment appropriate
to their status as unconvicted persons;

(b) Accused juvenile persons shall be separated from adults and brought as
speedily as possible for adjudication.

3. The penitentiary system shall comprise treatment of prisoners the essen-
tial aim of which shall be their reformation and socia rehabilitation. Juvenile
offenders shall be segregated from adults and be accorded treatment appropriate to
their age and legal status.

Article 11

No one shall be imprisoned merely on the ground of inability to fulfil a con-
tractual obligation.

Article 12

1. Everyone lawfully within the territory of a State shall, within that terri-
tory, have the right to liberty of movement and freedom to choose his residence.

2. Everyone shall be freeto leave any country, including his own.

3. Theabove-mentioned rights shall not be subject to any restrictions except
those which are provided by law, are necessary to protect national security, public
order (ordre public), public health or morals or the rights and freedoms of others,
and are consistent with the other rights recognized in the present Covenant.

4. Nooneshal be arbitrarily deprived of the right to enter his own country.

Article 13

An dien lawfully in the territory of a State Party to the present Covenant may
be expelled therefrom only in pursuance of a decision reached in accordance with
law and shall, except where compelling reasons of national security otherwise
require, be allowed to submit the reasons against his expulsion and to have his case
reviewed by, and be represented for the purpose before, the competent authority or
aperson or persons especially designated by the competent authority.
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Article 14

1. All persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals. In the determi-
nation of any criminal charge against him, or of his rights and obligations in a suit
at law, everyone shall be entitled to afair and public hearing by a competent, inde-
pendent and impartial tribunal established by law. The press and the public may be
excluded from all or part of atrial for reasons of morals, public order (ordre public)
or national security in ademocratic society, or when the interest of the private lives
of the parties so requires, or to the extent strictly necessary in the opinion of the
court in special circumstances where publicity would prejudice the interests of jus-
tice; but any judgement rendered in acriminal case or in asuit at law shall be made
public except where the interest of juvenile persons otherwise requires or the pro-
ceedings concern matrimonial disputes or the guardianship of children.

2. Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall have the right to be pre-
sumed innocent until proved guilty according to law.

3. Inthe determination of any criminal charge against him, everyone shall
be entitled to the following minimum guarantees, in full equality:

(@) Tobeinformed promptly and in detail in alanguage which he understands
of the nature and cause of the charge against him;

(b) To have adequate time and facilitiesfor the preparation of his defence and
to communicate with counsel of his own choosing;

(c) To betried without undue delay;

(d) To be tried in his presence, and to defend himself in person or through
legal assistance of his own choosing; to beinformed, if he does not have legal assis-
tance, of thisright; and to have legal assistance assigned to him, in any case where
the interests of justice so require, and without payment by him in any such case if
he does not have sufficient means to pay for it;

(e) Toexamine, or have examined, the witnesses against him and to obtain the
attendance and examination of witnesses on his behalf under the same conditions as
witnesses against him;

(f) To have the free assistance of an interpreter if he cannot understand or
speak the language used in court;

(g) Not to be compelled to testify against himself or to confess guilt.

4. Inthe case of juvenile persons, the procedure shall be such as will take
account of their age and the desirability of promoting their rehabilitation.

5. Everyone convicted of a crime shall have the right to his conviction and
sentence being reviewed by a higher tribunal according to law.

6. When a person has by a final decision been convicted of a criminal
offence and when subsequently his conviction has been reversed or he has been par-
doned on the ground that a new or newly discovered fact shows conclusively that
there has been a miscarriage of justice, the person who has suffered punishment as
aresult of such conviction shall be compensated according to law, unlessitisproved
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that the non-disclosure of the unknown fact in time is wholly or partly attributable
to him.

7. No one shall be liable to be tried or punished again for an offence for
which he has already been finally convicted or acquitted in accordance with the law
and penal procedure of each country.

Article 15

1. Nooneshal beheld guilty of any criminal offence on account of any act
or omission which did not constitute a criminal offence, under national or interna-
tional law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penaty be
imposed than the one that was applicable at the time when the criminal offence was
committed. If, subsequent to the commission of the offence, provision is made by
law for the imposition of the lighter penalty, the offender shall benefit thereby.

2. Nothinginthisarticle shall prejudicethetria and punishment of any per-
son for any act or omission which, at the time when it was committed, was criminal
according to the general principles of law recognized by the community of nations.

Article 16

Everyone shall have theright to recognition everywhere as a person before the
law.

Article 17

1. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his
privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour and
reputation.

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interfer-
ence or attacks.

Article 18

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and reli-
gion. Thisright shall include freedom to have or to adopt areligion or belief of his
choice, and freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public
or private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and
teaching.

2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to
have or to adopt areligion or belief of his choice.

3. Freedom to manifest one'sreligion or beliefs may be subject only to such
limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order,
health, or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.

4. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for
the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious
and moral education of their children in conformity with their own convictions.
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Article 19
1. Everyone shall have theright to hold opinions without interference.

2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall
include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds,
regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or
through any other media of his choice.

3. Theexerciseof therights provided for in paragraph 2 of thisarticle carries
with it special duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain
restrictions, but these shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;

(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or
of public health or morals.

Article 20
1. Any propagandafor war shall be prohibited by law.

2. Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutesincite-
ment to discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law.

Article 21

The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized. No restrictions may be
placed on the exercise of this right other than those imposed in conformity with the
law and which are necessary in ademocratic society in theinterests of national secu-
rity or public safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of public health or
morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

Article 22

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of association with others,
including the right to form and join trade unions for the protection of hisinterests.

2. Norestrictions may be placed on the exercise of thisright other than those
which are prescribed by law and which are necessary in a demacratic society in the
interests of national security or public safety, public order (ordre public), the protec-
tion of public health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.
Thisarticle shall not prevent theimposition of lawful restrictions on members of the
armed forces and of the police in their exercise of thisright.

3. Nothing in this article shall authorize States Parties to the International
Labour Organisation Convention of 1948 concerning Freedom of Association and
Protection of the Right to Organise to take legidlative measures which would preju-
dice, or to apply the law in such a manner as to prejudice, the guarantees provided
for in that Convention.

Article 23

1. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is
entitled to protection by society and the State.
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2. Theright of men and women of marriageable age to marry and to found
afamily shall be recognized.

3. No marriage shall be entered into without the free and full consent of the
intending spouses.

4., States Parties to the present Covenant shall take appropriate steps to
ensure equality of rights and responsibilities of spouses as to marriage, during mar-
riage and at its dissolution. In the case of dissolution, provision shall be made for
the necessary protection of any children.

Article 24

1. Every child shall have, without any discrimination asto race, colour, sex,
language, religion, national or social origin, property or birth, the right to such mea-
sures of protection as are required by his status as aminor, on the part of hisfamily,
society and the State.

2. Every child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have a
name.

3. Every child hasthe right to acquire a nationality.

Article 25

Every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity, without any of the dis-
tinctions mentioned in article 2 and without unreasonabl e restrictions;

(a) Totake partintheconduct of public affairs, directly or through freely cho-
sen representatives;

(b) To vote and to be elected at genuine periodic elections which shall be by
universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret ballot, guaranteeing the free
expression of the will of the electors;

(c) To have access, on genera terms of equality, to public service in his
country.

Article 26

All persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimina-
tion to the equal protection of the law. In thisrespect, the law shall prohibit any dis-
crimination and guarantee to all persons equal and effective protection against dis-
crimination on any ground such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or
other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

Article 27

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons
belonging to such minorities shall not be denied the right, in community with the
other members of their group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practise
their own religion, or to use their own language.



26 The International Bill of Human Rights

PART IV

Article 28

1. Thereshall be established a Human Rights Committee (hereafter referred
to in the present Covenant as the Committee). It shall consist of eighteen members
and shall carry out the functions hereinafter provided.

2. The Committee shall be composed of nationals of the States Parties to the
present Covenant who shall be persons of high moral character and recognized com-
petence in the field of human rights, consideration being given to the usefulness of
the participation of some persons having legal experience.

3. The members of the Committee shall be elected and shall serve in their
personal capacity.

Article 29

1. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a
list of persons possessing the qualifications prescribed in article 28 and nominated
for the purpose by the States Parties to the present Covenant.

2. Each State Party to the present Covenant may nominate not morethan two
persons. These persons shall be nationals of the nominating State.

3. A person shall be eligible for renomination.

Article 30

1. Theinitia election shall be held no later than six months after the date of
the entry into force of the present Covenant.

2. At least four months before the date of each election to the Committee,
other than an election to fill a vacancy declared in accordance with article 34, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shal address a written invitation to the
States Parties to the present Covenant to submit their nominations for membership
of the Committee within three months.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall prepare alist in alpha-
betical order of al the persons thus nominated, with an indication of the States Par-
ties which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties to the
present Covenant no later than one month before the date of each election.

4. Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at a meeting of
the States Parties to the present Covenant convened by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations at the Headquarters of the United Nations. At that meeting, for
which two thirds of the States Parties to the present Covenant shall constitute a quo-
rum, the persons elected to the Committee shall be those nominees who obtain the
largest number of votes and an absolute magjority of the votes of the representatives
of States Parties present and voting.

Article 31
1. The Committee may not include morethan one national of the same State.
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2. Intheédection of the Committee, consideration shall be given to equitable
geographical distribution of membership and to the representation of the different
forms of civilization and of the principal legal systems.

Article 32

1. The members of the Committee shall be elected for aterm of four years.
They shall be eligible for re-election if renominated. However, the terms of nine of
the members elected at the first election shall expire at the end of two years; imme-
diately after the first election, the names of these nine members shall be chosen by
lot by the Chairman of the meeting referred to in article 30, paragraph 4.

2. Elections at the expiry of office shall be held in accordance with the pre-
ceding articles of this part of the present Covenant.

Article 33

1. If, inthe unanimous opinion of the other members, a member of the Com-
mittee has ceased to carry out his functions for any cause other than absence of a
temporary character, the Chairman of the Committee shall notify the Secretary-Gen-
era of the United Nations, who shall then declare the seat of that member to be
vacant.

2. Intheevent of the death or the resignation of amember of the Committee,
the Chairman shall immediately notify the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
who shall declare the seat vacant from the date of death or the date on which theres-
ignation takes effect.

Article 34

1. When avacancy isdeclared in accordance with article 33 and if the term
of office of the member to be replaced does not expire within six months of the dec-
laration of the vacancy, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall notify
each of the States Parties to the present Covenant, which may within two months
submit nominations in accordance with article 29 for the purpose of filling the
vacancy.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall prepare alist in alpha-
betical order of the persons thus nominated and shall submit it to the States Parties
to the present Covenant. The election to fill the vacancy shall then take place in
accordance with the relevant provisions of this part of the present Covenant.

3. A member of the Committee elected to fill a vacancy declared in accor-
dance with article 33 shall hold office for the remainder of the term of the member
who vacated the seat on the Committee under the provisions of that article.

Article 35

The members of the Committee shall, with the approval of the Genera
Assembly of the United Nations, receive emoluments from United Nations
resources on such terms and conditions as the General Assembly may decide, hav-
ing regard to the importance of the Committee's responsibilities.
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Article 36

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary staff
and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee under
the present Covenant.

Article 37

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall convene the initial
meeting of the Committee at the Headquarters of the United Nations.

2. After itsinitial meeting, the Committee shall meet at such times as shall
be provided in its rules of procedure.

3. The Committee shall normally meet at the Headquarters of the United
Nations or at the United Nations Office at Geneva.

Article 38

Every member of the Committee shall, before taking up hisduties, make a sol-
emn declaration in open committee that he will perform his functions impartialy
and conscientiously.

Article 39

1. The Committee shall elect its officers for aterm of two years. They may
be re-elected.

2. The Committee shall establish its own rules of procedure, but these rules
shall provide, inter alia, that:

(a) Twelve members shall constitute a quorum;

(b) Decisionsof the Committee shall be made by amajority vote of the mem-
bers present.

Article 40

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to submit reports on
the measures they have adopted which give effect to the rights recognized herein
and on the progress made in the enjoyment of those rights:

(a) Within one year of the entry into force of the present Covenant for the
States Parties concerned;

(b) Thereafter whenever the Committee so requests.

2. All reports shal be submitted to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, who shall transmit them to the Committee for consideration. Reports shall
indicate the factors and difficulties, if any, affecting the implementation of the
present Covenant.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations may, after consultation with
the Committee, transmit to the specialized agencies concerned copies of such parts
of the reports as may fall within their field of competence.
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4. The Committee shall study the reports submitted by the States Parties to
the present Covenant. It shall transmit its reports, and such general comments as it
may consider appropriate, to the States Parties. The Committee may a so transmit to
the Economic and Social Council these comments along with the copies of the
reports it has received from States Parties to the present Covenant.

5. The States Parties to the present Covenant may submit to the Committee
observations on any comments that may be made in accordance with paragraph 4 of
thisarticle.

Article 41

1. A State Party to the present Covenant may at any time declare under this
article that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider
communications to the effect that a State Party claims that another State Party is not
fulfilling its obligations under the present Covenant. Communications under this
article may bereceived and considered only if submitted by a State Party which has
made a declaration recognizing in regard to itself the competence of the Committee.
No communication shall be received by the Committee if it concerns a State Party
which has not made such a declaration. Communications received under this article
shall be dealt with in accordance with the following procedure:

(a) If aState Party to the present Covenant considers that another State Party
isnot giving effect to the provisions of the present Covenant, it may, by written com-
munication, bring the matter to the attention of that State Party. Within three months
after the receipt of the communication the receiving State shall afford the State
which sent the communication an explanation, or any other statement in writing
clarifying the matter which should include, to the extent possible and pertinent, ref-
erence to domestic procedures and remedies taken, pending, or available in the mat-
ter;

(b) If the matter is not adjusted to the satisfaction of both States Parties con-
cerned within six months after the receipt by the receiving State of the initial com-
munication, either State shall have the right to refer the matter to the Committee, by
notice given to the Committee and to the other State;

(c) The Committee shall deal with a matter referred to it only after it has
ascertained that all available domestic remedies have been invoked and exhausted
in the matter, in conformity with the generally recognized principles of international
law. This shall not be the rule where the application of the remediesis unreasonably
prolonged;

(d) The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining communica-
tions under this article;

(e) Subject to the provisions of subparagraph (c), the Committee shall make
available its good offices to the States Parties concerned with a view to a friendly
solution of the matter on the basis of respect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms as recognized in the present Covenant;

(A Inany matter referred toit, the Committee may call upon the States Parties
concerned, referred to in subparagraph (b), to supply any relevant information;
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(g) The States Parties concerned, referred to in subparagraph (b), shall have
theright to be represented when the matter isbeing considered in the Committee and
to make submissions orally and/or in writing;

(h) The Committee shall, within twelve months after the date of receipt of
notice under subparagraph (b), submit areport:

(i) If asolution within the terms of subparagraph (€) isreached, the Commit-
tee shall confineits report to abrief statement of the facts and of the solu-
tion reached,;

(i) If asolutionwithin the terms of subparagraph (€) is not reached, the Com-
mittee shall confine itsreport to a brief statement of the facts; the written
submissions and record of the oral submissions made by the States Parties
concerned shall be attached to the report.

In every matter, the report shall be communicated to the States Parties concerned.

2. Theprovisionsof thisarticle shall comeinto force when ten States Parties
to the present Covenant have made declarations under paragraph 1 of this article.
Such declarations shall be deposited by the States Parties with the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations, who shall transmit copies thereof to the other States Par-
ties. A declaration may be withdrawn at any time by notification to the Secretary-
General. Such a withdrawal shall not prejudice the consideration of any matter
which is the subject of a communication aready transmitted under this article; no
further communication by any State Party shall be received after the notification of
withdrawal of the declaration has been received by the Secretary-General, unlessthe
State Party concerned has made a new declaration.

Article 42

1. (a) If amatter referred to the Committee in accordance with article 41 is
not resolved to the satisfaction of the States Parties concerned, the Committee may,
with the prior consent of the States Parties concerned, appoint an ad hoc Concilia-
tion Commission (hereinafter referred to as the Commission). The good offices of
the Commission shall be made available to the States Parties concerned with aview
to an amicable solution of the matter on the basis of respect for the present Cove-
nant;

(b) The Commission shall consist of five persons acceptable to the States Par-
ties concerned. If the States Parties concerned fail to reach agreement within three
months on all or part of the composition of the Commission, the members of the
Commission concerning whom no agreement has been reached shall be elected by
secret ballot by atwo-thirds magjority vote of the Committee from among its mem-
bers.

2. The members of the Commission shall serve in their persona capacity.
They shall not be nationals of the States Parties concerned, or of a State not Party to
the present Covenant, or of a State Party which has not made a declaration under
article 41.

3. The Commission shall elect its own Chairman and adopt its own rules of
procedure.
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4. The meetings of the Commission shall normally be held at the Headquar-
tersof the United Nations or at the United Nations Office at Geneva. However, they
may be held at such other convenient places as the Commission may determinein
consultation with the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the States Parties
concerned.

5. The secretariat provided in accordance with article 36 shall also service
the commissions appointed under this article.

6. The information received and collated by the Committee shall be made
available to the Commission and the Commission may call upon the States Parties
concerned to supply any other relevant information.

7.  When the Commission has fully considered the matter, but in any event
not later than twelve months after having been seized of the matter, it shall submit
to the Chairman of the Committee areport for communication to the States Parties
concerned:

(a) If the Commission is unable to complete its consideration of the matter
within twelve months, it shall confineits report to a brief statement of the status of
its consideration of the matter;

(b) If an amicable solution to the matter on tie basis of respect for human
rights as recognized in the present Covenant is reached, the Commission shall con-
fineitsreport to a brief statement of the facts and of the solution reached,;

(c) If asolutionwithin the terms of subparagraph (b) is not reached, the Com-
mission’s report shall embody its findings on all questions of fact relevant to the
issues between the States Parties concerned, and its views on the possibilities of an
amicable solution of the matter. This report shall also contain the written submis-
sions and arecord of the oral submissions made by the States Parties concerned;

(d) If the Commission’sreport issubmitted under subparagraph (c), the States
Parties concerned shall, within three months of the receipt of the report, notify the
Chairman of the Committee whether or not they accept the contents of the report of
the Commission.

8. The provisions of this article are without prejudice to the responsibilities
of the Committee under article 41.

9. The States Parties concerned shall share equally all the expenses of the
members of the Commission in accordance with estimates to be provided by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

10. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be empowered to pay
the expenses of the members of the Commission, if necessary, before reimburse-
ment by the States Parties concerned, in accordance with paragraph 9 of thisarticle.

Article 43

The members of the Committee, and of the ad hoc conciliation commissions
which may be appointed under article 42, shall be entitled to thefacilities, privileges
and immunities of expertson mission for the United Nationsaslaid downin therel-
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evant sections of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United
Nations.

Article 44

The provisions for the implementation of the present Covenant shall apply
without prejudice to the procedures prescribed in the field of human rights by or
under the constituent instruments and the conventions of the United Nations and of
the specialized agencies and shall not prevent the States Parties to the present Cov-
enant from having recourse to other procedures for settling a dispute in accordance
with general or special international agreements in force between them.

Article 45

The Committee shall submit to the General Assembly of the United Nations,
through the Economic and Social Council, an annual report on its activities.

ParRT V

Article 46

Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the provi-
sions of the Charter of the United Nations and of the constitutions of the specialized
agencies which define the respective responsibilities of the various organs of the
United Nations and of the specialized agenciesin regard to the matters dealt within
the present Covenant.

Article 47

Nothing in the present Covenant shall beinterpreted as impairing the inherent
right of all peoples to enjoy and utilize fully and freely their natural wealth and
resources.

ParT VI

Article 48

1. The present Covenant is open for signature by any State Member of the
United Nations or member of any of its specialized agencies, by any State Party to
the Statute of the International Court of Justice, and by any other State which has
been invited by the General Assembly of the United Nations to become a Party to
the present Covenant.

2. Thepresent Covenant is subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification
shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. The present Covenant shall be open to accession by any State referred to
in paragraph 1 of this article.

4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all Stateswhich
have signed this Covenant or acceded to it of the deposit of each instrument of rat-
ification or accession.

Article 49

1. The present Covenant shall enter into force three months after the date of
the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the thirty-fifth
instrument of ratification or instrument of accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Covenant or acceding to it after the
deposit of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or instrument of accession, the
present Covenant shall enter into force three months after the date of the deposit of
its own instrument of ratification or instrument of accession.

Article 50

The provisions of the present Covenant shall extend to all parts of federal
States without any limitations or exceptions.

Article 51

1. Any State Party to the present Covenant may propose an amendment and
file it with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The Secretary-General of
the United Nations shall thereupon communicate any proposed amendments to the
States Parties to the present Covenant with a request that they notify him whether
they favour a conference of States Parties for the purpose of considering and voting
upon the proposals. In the event that at least one third of the States Parties favours
such a conference, the Secretary-General shall convene the conference under the
auspices of the United Nations. Any amendment adopted by amajority of the States
Parties present and voting at the conference shall be submitted to the General
Assembly of the United Nations for approval.

2. Amendments shall comeinto force when they have been approved by the
General Assembly of the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds majority of
the States Parties to the present Covenant in accordance with their respective con-
stitutiona processes.

3. When amendments come into force, they shall be binding on those States
Parties which have accepted them, other States Parties still being bound by the pro-
visions of the present Covenant and any earlier amendment which they have
accepted.

Article 52

Irrespective of the notifications made under article 48, paragraph 5, the Secre-
tary-General of the United Nations shall inform all Statesreferred to in paragraph 1
of the same article of the following particulars:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 48;

(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Covenant under article 49
and the date of the entry into force of any amendments under article 51.
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Article 53

1. The present Covenant, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian
and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the
United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified cop-
ies of the present Covenant to all States referred to in article 48.



4. Optional Protocoal to the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights

Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by
General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December 1966

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 23 MARCH 1976, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 9

The Sates Parties to the present Protocol,

Considering that in order further to achieve the purposes of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (hereinafter referred to as the Covenant) and
the implementation of its provisions it would be appropriate to enable the Human
Rights Committee set up in part IV of the Covenant (hereinafter referred to as the
Committee) to receive and consider, as provided in the present Protocol, communi-
cations from individuals claiming to be victims of violations of any of therights set
forth in the Covenant.

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

A State Party to the Covenant that becomes a Party to the present Protocol rec-
ogni zes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider communications
from individuals subject to its jurisdiction who claim to be victims of aviolation by
that State Party of any of the rights set forth in the Covenant. No communication
shall be received by the Committee if it concerns a State Party to the Covenant
which is not a Party to the present Protocol.

Article 2

Subject to the provisions of article 1, individuals who claim that any of their
rights enumerated in the Covenant have been violated and who have exhausted all
available domestic remedies may submit awritten communication to the Committee
for consideration.

Article 3

The Committee shall consider inadmissible any communication under the
present Protocol which is anonymous, or which it considers to be an abuse of the
right of submission of such communications or to be incompatible with the provi-
sions of the Covenant.

35
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Article 4

1. Subject to the provisions of article 3, the Committee shall bring any com-
munications submitted to it under the present Protocol to the attention of the State
Party to the present Protocol alleged to be violating any provision of the Covenant.

2. Withinsix months, thereceiving State shall submit to the Committee writ-
ten explanations or statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that may
have been taken by that State.

Article5

1. The Committee shall consider communications received under the
present Protocol in the light of all written information made available to it by the
individual and by the State Party concerned.

2. The Committee shall not consider any communication from an individual
unless it has ascertained that:

(@) The same matter is not being examined under another procedure of inter-
national investigation or settlement;

(b) Theindividual has exhausted all available domestic remedies. This shall
not be the rule where the application of the remedies is unreasonably prolonged.

3. The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining communica-
tions under the present Protocol.

4. The Committee shall forward its views to the State Party concerned and
to theindividual.

Article 6

The Committee shall include in its annual report under article 45 of the Cov-
enant a summary of its activities under the present Protocol.

Article 7

Pending the achievement of the objectives of resolution 1514 (XV) adopted
by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 14 December 1960 concerning
the Declaration on the Granting of Independenceto Colonial Countries and Peoples,
the provisions of the present Protocol shall in no way limit the right of petition
granted to these peoples by the Charter of the United Nations and other international
conventions and instruments under the United Nations and its specialized agencies.

Article 8

1. The present Protocol is open for signature by any State which has signed
the Covenant.

2. The present Protocol is subject to ratification by any State which has rat-
ified or acceded to the Covenant. Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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3. The present Protocol shall be open to accession by any State which has
ratified or acceded to the Covenant.

4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all Stateswhich
have signed the present Protocol or acceded to it of the deposit of each instrument
of ratification or accession.

Article9

1. Subject to the entry into force of the Covenant, the present Protocol shall
enter into force three months after the date of the deposit with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations of the tenth instrument of ratification or instrument of acces-
sion.

2. For each State ratifying the present Protocol or acceding to it after the
deposit of the tenth instrument of ratification or instrument of accession, the present
Protocol shall enter into force three months after the date of the deposit of its own
instrument of ratification or instrument of accession.

Article 10

The provisions of the present Protocol shall extend to al parts of federal States
without any limitations or exceptions.

Article 11

1. Any State Party to the present Protocol may propose an amendment and
fileit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall
thereupon communicate any proposed amendments to the States Parties to the
present Protocol with a request that they notify him whether they favour a confer-
ence of States Parties for the purpose of considering and voting upon the proposal.
In the event that at least one third of the States Parties favours such a conference,
the Secretary-General shall convene the conference under the auspi ces of the United
Nations. Any amendment adopted by a majority of the States Parties present and
voting at the conference shall be submitted to the General Assembly of the United
Nations for approval.

2. Amendments shall comeinto force when they have been approved by the
General Assembly of the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds majority of
the States Parties to the present Protocol in accordance with their respective consti-
tutional processes.

3. When amendments come into force, they shall be binding on those States
Parties which have accepted them, other States Parties still being bound by the pro-
visions of the present Protocol and any earlier amendment which they have
accepted.

Article 12

1. Any State Party may denounce the present Protocol at any time by written
notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Denunciation
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shall take effect three months after the date of receipt of the notification by the Sec-
retary-General.

2. Denunciation shall be without prejudice to the continued application of
the provisions of the present Protocol to any communication submitted under article
2 before the effective date of denunciation.

Article 13

Irrespective of the notifications made under article 8, paragraph 5, of the
present Protocol, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States
referred to in article 48, paragraph 1, of the Covenant of the following particulars:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 8;

(b) Thedate of the entry into force of the present Protocol under article 9 and
the date of the entry into force of any amendments under article 11;

(c) Denunciations under article 12.

Article 14

1. Thepresent Protocol, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the United
Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified cop-
ies of the present Protocol to all States referred to in article 48 of the Covenant.



5. Second Optional Protocol to the Inter national Covenant
on Civil and Palitical Rights, aiming at the abalition of the death penalty

Adopted and proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 44/128 of 15 December 1989

The Sates Parties to the present Protocol,

Believing that abolition of the death penalty contributes to enhancement of
human dignity and progressive development of human rights,

Recalling article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted on
10 December 1948, and article 6 of the I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, adopted on 16 December 1966,

Noting that article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
refers to abolition of the death penalty in terms that strongly suggest that abolition
is desirable,

Convinced that all measures of abolition of the death penalty should be con-
sidered as progress in the enjoyment of theright to life,

Desirous to undertake hereby an international commitment to abolish the
death penalty,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

1. Noonewithinthejurisdiction of aState Party to the present Protocol shall
be executed.

2. Each State Party shall take all necessary measures to abolish the death
penalty within itsjurisdiction.

Article 2

1. Noreservation isadmissible to the present Protocol, except for areserva-
tion made at the time of ratification or accession that provides for the application of
the death penalty in time of war pursuant to a conviction for amost serious crime of
amilitary nature committed during wartime.

2. The State Party making such areservation shall at the time of ratification
or accession communicate to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the rele-
vant provisions of its national legislation applicable during wartime.

3. The State Party having made such areservation shall notify the Secretary-
General of the United Nations of any beginning or ending of a state of war applica-
bletoitsterritory.
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Article 3

The States Parties to the present Protocol shall include in the reports they sub-
mit to the Human Rights Committee, in accordance with article 40 of the Covenant,
information on the measures that they have adopted to give effect to the present Pro-
tocol.

Article 4

With respect to the States Parties to the Covenant that have made a declaration
under article 41, the competence of the Human Rights Committee to receive and
consider communications when a State Party claims that another State Party is not
fulfilling its obligations shall extend to the provisions of the present Protocol, unless
the State Party concerned has made a statement to the contrary at the moment of
ratification or accession.

Article5

With respect to the States Parties to the first Optional Protocol to the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights adopted on 16 December 1966, the
competence of the Human Rights Committee to receive and consider communica-
tionsfrom individuals subject to its jurisdiction shall extend to the provisions of the
present Protocol, unless the State Party concerned has made a statement to the con-
trary at the moment of ratification or accession.

Article 6

1. Theprovisionsof the present Protocol shall apply asadditional provisions
to the Covenant.

2. Without prejudice to the possibility of areservation under article 2 of the
present Protocol, the right guaranteed in article 1, paragraph 1, of the present Proto-
col shall not be subject to any derogation under article 4 of the Covenant.

Article7

1. Thepresent Protocol isopen for signature by any State that has signed the
Covenant.

2. Thepresent Protocol issubject to ratification by any State that has ratified
the Covenant or acceded toit. Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. The present Protocol shall be open to accession by any State that has rat-
ified the Covenant or acceded to it.

4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

5. The Secretary-Genera of the United Nations shall inform all States that
have signed the present Protocol or acceded to it of the deposit of each instrument
of ratification or accession.
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Article 8

1. The present Protocol shall enter into force three months after the date of
the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the tenth instrument
of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Protocol or acceding to it after the
deposit of the tenth instrument of ratification or accession, the present Protocol shall
enter into force three months after the date of the deposit of its own instrument of
ratification or accession.

Article9

The provisions of the present Protocol shall extend to all parts of federal States
without any limitations or exceptions.

Article 10

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred
toin article 48, paragraph 1, of the Covenant of the following particulars:

(a) Reservations, communications and notifications under article 2 of the
present Protocol;

(b) Statements made under articles 4 or 5 of the present Protocol;

(c) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 7 of the present Pro-
tocol:

(d) The date of the entry into force of the present Protocol under article 8
thereof.

Article 11

1. The present Protocol, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives
of the United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified cop-
ies of the present Protocol to all Statesreferred to in article 48 of the Covenant.






B. WORLD CONFERENCE AND
MILLENNIUM ASSEMBLY

6. ViennaDeclaration and Programme of Action

Adopted by the World Conference on Human Rightsin Vienna
on 25 June 1993

The World Conference on Human Rights,

Considering that the promotion and protection of human rights is a matter of
priority for the international community, and that the Conference affords a unique
opportunity to carry out a comprehensive analysis of the international human rights
system and of the machinery for the protection of human rights, in order to enhance
and thus promote a fuller observance of those rights, in ajust and balanced manner,

Recognizing and affirming that all human rights derive from the dignity and
worth inherent in the human person, and that the human person isthe central subject
of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and consequently should be the princi-
pa beneficiary and should participate actively in the realization of these rights and
freedoms,

Reaffirming their commitment to the purposes and principles contained in the
Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Reaffirming the commitment contained in Article 56 of the Charter of the
United Nations to take joint and separate action, placing proper emphasis on devel-
oping effective international cooperation for the realization of the purposes set out
in Article 55, including universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and
fundamental freedomsfor all,

Emphasizing the responsibilities of al States, in conformity with the Charter
of the United Nations, to develop and encourage respect for human rights and fun-
damental freedoms for all, without distinction asto race, sex, language or religion,

Recalling the Preamble to the Charter of the United Nations, in particular the
determination to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person, and in the equal rights of men and women and of nations
large and small,

Recalling also the determination expressed in the Preamble of the Charter of
the United Nationsto save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, to estab-
lish conditions under which justice and respect for obligations arising from treaties
and other sources of international law can be maintai ned, to promote social progress
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and better standards of lifein larger freedom, to practice tolerance and good neigh-
bourliness, and to employ international machinery for the promotion of the eco-
nomic and social advancement of all peoples,

Emphasizing that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which consti-
tutes acommon standard of achievement for all peoplesand all nations, isthe source
of inspiration and has been the basis for the United Nations in making advancesin
standard setting as contained in the existing international human rights instruments,
in particular the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Inter-
national Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

Considering the major changes taking place on the international scene and the
aspirations of all the peoples for an international order based on the principles
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, including promoting and encourag-
ing respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for al and respect for the
principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, peace, democracy, jus-
tice, equality, rule of law, pluralism, development, better standards of living and sol-
idarity,

Deeply concerned by various forms of discrimination and violence, to which
women continue to be exposed all over the world,

Recognizing that the activities of the United Nations in the field of human
rights should be rationalized and enhanced in order to strengthen the United Nations
machinery in this field and to further the objectives of universal respect for obser-
vance of international human rights standards,

Having taken into account the Declarations adopted by the three regiona
meetings at Tunis, San José and Bangkok and the contributions made by Govern-
ments, and bearing in mind the suggestions made by intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, as well as the studies prepared by independent experts
during the preparatory process leading to the World Conference on Human Rights,

Welcoming the International Year of the World's Indigenous People 1993 as a
reaffirmation of the commitment of the international community to ensure their
enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and to respect the value
and diversity of their cultures and identities,

Recognizing also that the international community should devise ways and
means to remove the current obstacles and meet challenges to the full realization of
al human rights and to prevent the continuation of human rightsviolations resulting
therefrom throughout the world,

Invoking the spirit of our age and the realities of our time which call upon the
peoples of the world and all States Members of the United Nations to rededicate
themselvesto the global task of promoting and protecting al human rights and fun-
damental freedoms so as to secure full and universal enjoyment of these rights,

Determined to take new steps forward in the commitment of the international
community with a view to achieving substantial progress in human rights endeav-
ours by anincreased and sustained effort of international cooperation and solidarity,

Solemnly adopts the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.
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1. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the solemn commit-
ment of all States to fulfil their obligations to promote universal respect for, and
observance and protection of, all human rights and fundamental freedomsfor al in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, other instruments relating to
human rights, and international law. The universal nature of these rights and free-
doms is beyond question.

In this framework, enhancement of international cooperation in the field of
human rights is essential for the full achievement of the purposes of the United
Nations.

Human rights and fundamental freedoms are the birthright of al human
beings; their protection and promotion is the first responsibility of Governments.

2. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right
they freely determine their political status, and freely pursue their economic, social
and cultural development.

Taking into account the particul ar situation of peoples under colonial or other
forms of alien domination or foreign occupation, the World Conference on Human
Rights recognizes the right of peoples to take any legitimate action, in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations, to realize their inalienableright of self-deter-
mination. The World Conference on Human Rights considers the denial of the right
of self-determination as a violation of human rights and underlines the importance
of the effective realization of thisright.

In accordance with the Declaration on Principles of International Law con-
cerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation Among States in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations, this shall not be construed as authorizing or encour-
aging any action which would dismember or impair, totaly or in part, the territorial
integrity or political unity of sovereign and independent States conducting them-
selves in compliance with the principle of equal rights and self-determination of
peoples and thus possessed of a Government representing the whol e people bel ong-
ing to the territory without distinction of any kind.

3. Effectiveinternational measures to guarantee and monitor the implemen-
tation of human rights standards should be taken in respect of people under foreign
occupation, and effectivelegal protection against the violation of their human rights
should be provided, in accordance with human rights norms and international law,
particularly the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Personsin
Time of War, of 14 August 1949, and other applicable norms of humanitarian law.

4. The promotion and protection of al human rights and fundamental free-
doms must be considered as a priority objective of the United Nationsin accordance
with its purposes and principles, in particular the purpose of international coopera-
tion. In the framework of these purposes and principles, the promotion and protec-
tion of all human rightsisalegitimate concern of the international community. The
organs and specialized agencies related to human rights should therefore further
enhance the coordination of their activities based on the consistent and objective
application of international human rights instruments.
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5. All human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and inter-
related. The international community must treat human rights globally in afair and
equal manner, on the same footing, and with the same emphasis. While the signifi-
canceof national and regional particularitiesand various historical, cultural and reli-
gious backgrounds must be bornein mind, it isthe duty of States, regardless of their
political, economic and cultural systems, to promote and protect all human rights
and fundamental freedoms.

6. The efforts of the United Nations system towards the universal respect
for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for al, contribute
to the stability and well-being necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among
nations, and to improved conditions for peace and security aswell as social and eco-
nomic development, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations.

7. The processes of promoting and protecting human rights should be con-
ducted in conformity with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, and international law.

8. Democracy, development and respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing. Democracy is based on the
freely expressed will of the peopleto determinetheir own political, economic, social
and cultural systems and their full participation in all aspects of their lives. In the
context of the above, the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental
freedoms at the national and international levels should be universal and conducted
without conditions attached. The international community should support the
strengthening and promoting of democracy, development and respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms in the entire world.

9. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that |east devel oped
countries committed to the process of democratization and economic reforms, many
of which arein Africa, should be supported by the international community in order
to succeed in their transition to democracy and economic development.

10. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the right to develop-
ment, as established in the Declaration on the Right to Development, as a universal
and inalienable right and an integral part of fundamental human rights.

As stated in the Declaration on the Right to Development, the human person
isthe central subject of development.

While development facilitates the enjoyment of al human rights, the lack of
development may not be invoked to justify the abridgement of internationally rec-
ognized human rights.

States should cooperate with each other in ensuring development and elimi-
nating obstacles to development. The international community should promote an
effective international cooperation for the realization of the right to development
and the elimination of obstacles to development.

Lasting progress towards the implementation of the right to development
requires effective development policies at the national level, as well as equitable
economic relations and a favourable economic environment at the international
level.
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11. Theright to development should be fulfilled so as to meet equitably the
developmental and environmental needs of present and future generations. The
World Conference on Human Rights recognizes that illicit dumping of toxic and
dangerous substances and waste potential ly constitutes a serious threat to the human
rightsto life and health of everyone.

Consequently, the World Conference on Human Rights calls on all States to
adopt and vigorously implement existing conventions relating to the dumping of
toxic and dangerous products and waste and to cooperate in the prevention of illicit
dumping.

Everyone hastheright to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its appli-
cations. The World Conference on Human Rights notes that certain advances, nota-
bly in the biomedical and life sciences as well as in information technology, may
have potentially adverse consequencesfor the integrity, dignity and human rights of
the individual, and calls for international cooperation to ensure that human rights
and dignity are fully respected in this area of universal concern.

12. The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon the international
community to make all effortsto help alleviate the external debt burden of develop-
ing countries, in order to supplement the efforts of the Governments of such coun-
tries to attain the full realization of the economic, social and cultural rights of their
people.

13. Thereisaneed for States and international organizations, in cooperation
with non-governmental organizations, to create favourable conditions at the
national, regional and international levelsto ensurethe full and effective enjoyment
of human rights. States should eliminate all violations of human rights and their
causes, as well as obstaclesto the enjoyment of these rights.

14. The existence of widespread extreme poverty inhibitsthe full and effec-
tive enjoyment of human rights; itsimmediate alleviation and eventual elimination
must remain a high priority for the international community.

15. Respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms without distinc-
tion of any kind isafundamental rule of international human rights law. The speedy
and comprehensive elimination of all forms of racism and racial discrimination,
xenophobia and related intolerance is a priority task for the international commu-
nity. Governments should take effective measures to prevent and combat them.
Groups, institutions, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and
individuals are urged to intensify their effortsin cooperating and coordinating their
activities against these evils.

16. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the progress made
in dismantling apartheid and calls upon the international community and the United
Nations system to assist in this process.

The World Conference on Human Rights also deplores the continuing acts of
violence aimed at undermining the quest for a peaceful dismantling of apartheid.

17. The acts, methods and practices of terrorism in al its forms and mani-
festations as well as linkage in some countries to drug trafficking are activities
aimed at the destruction of human rights, fundamental freedoms and democracy,
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threatening territorial integrity, security of States and destabilizing legitimately con-
dtituted Governments. The international community should take the necessary steps
to enhance cooperation to prevent and combat terrorism.

18. Thehuman rights of women and of the girl-child are an inalienable, inte-
gral and indivisible part of universal human rights. The full and equal participation
of women in political, civil, economic, socia and cultural life, at the national,
regional and international levels, and the eradication of al forms of discrimination
on grounds of sex are priority objectives of the international community.

Gender-based violence and all forms of sexual harassment and exploitation,
including those resulting from cultural prejudice and international trafficking, are
incompatible with the dignity and worth of the human person, and must be elimi-
nated. This can be achieved by legal measures and through national action and inter-
national cooperation in such fields as economic and social development, education,
safe maternity and health care, and socia support.

The human rights of women should form anintegral part of the United Nations
human rights activities, including the promotion of al human rights instruments
relating to women.

The World Conference on Human Rights urges Governments, institutions,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizationsto intensify their effortsfor
the protection and promotion of human rights of women and the girl-child.

19. Considering theimportance of the promotion and protection of therights
of persons belonging to minorities and the contribution of such promotion and pro-
tection to the political and social stahility of the States in which such persons live,

The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the obligation of States to
ensure that persons belonging to minorities may exercise fully and effectively all
human rights and fundamental freedoms without any discrimination and in full
equality before the law in accordance with the Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities.

The persons belonging to minorities have the right to enjoy their own culture,
to profess and practise their own religion and to use their own language in private
and in public, freely and without interference or any form of discrimination.

20. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights recognizesthe inherent dignity
and the unique contribution of indigenous people to the development and plurality
of society and strongly reaffirms the commitment of the international community to
their economic, social and cultural well-being and their enjoyment of the fruits of
sustainable development. States should ensure the full and free participation of
indigenous people in all aspects of society, in particular in matters of concern to
them. Considering the importance of the promotion and protection of the rights of
indigenous people, and the contribution of such promotion and protection to the
political and social stability of the States in which such people live, States should,
in accordance with international law, take concerted positive steps to ensure respect
for all human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people, on the basis
of eguality and non-discrimination, and recognize the value and diversity of their
distinct identities, cultures and social organization.
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21. The World Conference on Human Rights, welcoming the early ratifica-
tion of the Convention on the Rights of the Child by a large number of States and
noting the recognition of the human rights of children in the World Declaration on
the Survival, Protection and Development of Children and Plan of Action adopted
by the World Summit for Children, urges universal ratification of the Convention by
1995 and its effective implementation by States parties through the adoption of all
the necessary legidlative, administrative and other measures and the all ocation to the
maximum extent of the available resources. In all actions concerning children, non-
discrimination and the best interest of the child should be primary considerations
and the views of the child given due weight. National and international mechanisms
and programmes should be strengthened for the defence and protection of children,
in particular, the girl-child, abandoned children, street children, economically and
sexually exploited children, including through child pornography, child prostitution
or sale of organs, children victims of diseasesincluding acquired immunodeficiency
syndrome, refugee and displaced children, children in detention, children in armed
conflict, as well as children victims of famine and drought and other emergencies.
International cooperation and solidarity should be promoted to support the imple-
mentation of the Convention and the rights of the child should be a priority in the
United Nations system-wide action on human rights.

The World Conference on Human Rights also stresses that the child for the full
and harmonious development of his or her personality should grow up in afamily
environment which accordingly merits broader protection.

22. Specia attention needs to be paid to ensuring non-discrimination, and
the equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by disabled per-
sons, including their active participation in all aspects of society.

23.  The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that everyone, with-
out distinction of any kind, is entitled to the right to seek and to enjoy in other coun-
tries asylum from persecution, aswell as the right to return to one's own country. In
thisrespect it stressestheimportance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, its 1967 Protocol and
regional instruments. It expresses its appreciation to States that continue to admit
and host large numbers of refugeesin their territories, and to the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for its dedication to its task. It aso
expresses its appreciation to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Pal-
estine Refugeesin the Near East.

The World Conference on Human Rights recognizes that gross violations of
human rights, including in armed conflicts, are among the multiple and complex
factors leading to displacement of people.

The World Conference on Human Rights recognizes that, in view of the com-
plexities of the global refugee crisis and in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, relevant international instruments and international solidarity and
in the spirit of burden-sharing, acomprehensive approach by theinternational com-
munity is needed in coordination and cooperation with the countries concerned and
relevant organizations, bearing in mind the mandate of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees. This should include the development of strategies to
address the root causes and effects of movements of refugees and other displaced
persons, the strengthening of emergency preparedness and response mechanisms,
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the provision of effective protection and assistance, bearing in mind the special
needs of women and children, as well as the achievement of durable solutions, pri-
marily through the preferred solution of dignified and safe voluntary repatriation,
including solutions such as those adopted by the international refugee conferences.
The World Conference on Human Rights underlines the responsibilities of States,
particularly asthey relate to the countries of origin.

In the light of the comprehensive approach, the World Conference on Human
Rights emphasizes the importance of giving specia attention including through
intergovernmental and humanitarian organizations and finding lasting solutions to
questions related to internally displaced persons including their voluntary and safe
return and rehabilitation.

In accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of
humanitarian law, the World Conference on Human Rights further emphasizes the
importance of and the need for humanitarian assistance to victims of all natural and
man-made disasters.

24. Great importance must be given to the promotion and protection of the
human rights of persons belonging to groups which have been rendered vulnerable,
including migrant workers, the elimination of al forms of discrimination against
them, and the strengthening and more effective implementation of existing human
rights instruments. States have an obligation to create and maintain adequate mea-
sures at the national level, in particular in the fields of education, health and social
support, for the promotion and protection of the rights of personsin vulnerable sec-
tors of their populations and to ensure the participation of those among them who
are interested in finding a solution to their own problems.

25. The World Conference on Human Rights affirms that extreme poverty
and social exclusion constitute aviolation of human dignity and that urgent steps are
necessary to achieve better knowledge of extreme poverty and its causes, including
those related to the problem of development, in order to promote the human rights
of the poorest, and to put an end to extreme poverty and socia exclusion and to pro-
mote the enjoyment of the fruits of social progress. It is essential for States to foster
participation by the poorest people in the decision-making process by the commu-
nity in which they live, the promotion of human rights and effortsto combat extreme
poverty.

26. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the progress made
in the codification of human rights instruments, which is a dynamic and evolving
process, and urges the universal ratification of human rights treaties. All States are
encouraged to accede to these international instruments; all States are encouraged
to avoid, asfar as possible, the resort to reservations.

27. Every State should provide an effective framework of remedies to
redress human rights grievances or violations. The administration of justice, includ-
ing law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies and, especially, an independent
judiciary and legal professioninfull conformity with applicabl e standards contai ned
in international human rights instruments, are essential to the full and non-discrim-
inatory realization of human rights and i ndispensabl e to the processes of democracy
and sustainable development. In this context, institutions concerned with the admin-
istration of justice should be properly funded, and an increased level of both techni-
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cal and financial assistance should be provided by the international community. It is
incumbent upon the United Nations to make use of specia programmes of advisory
services on apriority basisfor the achievement of a strong and independent admin-
istration of justice.

28. The World Conference on Human Rights expresses its dismay at mas-
sive violations of human rights especially in the form of genocide, “ethnic cleans-
ing” and systematic rape of women in war situations, creating mass exodus of refu-
gees and displaced persons. While strongly condemning such abhorrent practices it
reiterates the call that perpetrators of such crimes be punished and such practices
immediately stopped.

29. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights expresses grave concern about
continuing human rightsviolationsin all parts of the world in disregard of standards
as contained in international human rightsinstruments and international humanitar-
ian law and about the lack of sufficient and effective remedies for the victims.

The World Conference on Human Rightsis deeply concerned about violations
of human rights during armed conflicts, affecting the civilian population, especialy
women, children, the elderly and the disabled. The Conference therefore calls upon
States and al parties to armed conflicts strictly to observe international humanitar-
ian law, as set forth in the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and other rules and princi-
ples of international law, as well as minimum standards for protection of human
rights, aslaid down in international conventions.

The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the right of the victims to
be assisted by humanitarian organizations, as set forth in the Geneva Conventions
of 1949 and other relevant instruments of international humanitarian law, and calls
for the safe and timely access for such assistance.

30. The World Conference on Human Rights also expresses its dismay and
condemnation that gross and systematic violations and situations that constitute
serious obstacles to the full enjoyment of al human rights continue to occur in dif-
ferent parts of the world. Such violations and obstacles include, as well as torture
and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment, summary and arbitrary
executions, disappearances, arbitrary detentions, all forms of racism, racial discrim-
ination and apartheid, foreign occupation and alien domination, xenophobia, pov-
erty, hunger and other denials of economic, social and cultural rights, religiousintol-
erance, terrorism, discrimination against women and lack of the rule of law.

31. The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon States to refrain
from any unilateral measure not in accordance with international law and the Char-
ter of the United Nations that creates obstacles to trade relations among States and
impedes the full realization of the human rights set forth in the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights and international human rights instruments, in particular the
rights of everyone to a standard of living adequate for their health and well-being,
including food and medical care, housing and the necessary socia services. The
World Conference on Human Rights affirms that food should not be used as a tool
for political pressure.

32. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the importance of
ensuring the universality, objectivity and non-selectivity of the consideration of
human rights issues.
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33. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that States are duty-
bound, as stipulated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and in other international
human rights instruments, to ensure that education is aimed at strengthening the
respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms. The World Conference on
Human Rights emphasizes the importance of incorporating the subject of human
rights education programmes and calls upon States to do so. Education should pro-
mote understanding, tolerance, peace and friendly relations between the nations and
al racial or religious groups and encourage the development of United Nations
activities in pursuance of these objectives. Therefore, education on human rights
and the dissemination of proper information, both theoretical and practical, play an
important rolein the promotion and respect of human rights with regard to all indi-
viduals without distinction of any kind such as race, sex, language or religion, and
this should be integrated in the education policies at the national aswell asinterna-
tional levels. The World Conference on Human Rights notes that resource con-
straints and ingtitutional inadequacies may impede the immediate realization of
these objectives.

34. Increased efforts should be made to assist countries which so request to
create the conditions whereby each individual can enjoy universal human rights and
fundamental freedoms. Governments, the United Nations system as well as other
multilateral organizations are urged to increase considerably the resources allocated
to programmes aiming at the establishment and strengthening of national legisla-
tion, national institutions and related infrastructures which uphold the rule of law
and democracy, electoral assistance, human rights awareness through training,
teaching and education, popular participation and civil society.

The programmes of advisory services and technical cooperation under the
Centre for Human Rights should be strengthened aswell as made more efficient and
transparent and thus become a major contribution to improving respect for human
rights. States are called upon to increase their contributions to these programmes,
both through promoting alarger allocation from the United Nations regular budget,
and through voluntary contributions.

35. The full and effective implementation of United Nations activities to
promote and protect human rights must reflect the high importance accorded to
human rights by the Charter of the United Nations and the demands of the United
Nations human rights activities, as mandated by Member States. To thisend, United
Nations human rights activities should be provided with increased resources.

36. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the important and
constructive role played by national institutions for the promotion and protection of
human rights, in particular in their advisory capacity to the competent authorities,
their role in remedying human rights violations, in the dissemination of human
rights information, and education in human rights.

The World Conference on Human Rights encourages the establishment and
strengthening of national institutions, having regard to the“ Principlesrelating to the
status of national institutions’ and recognizing that it is the right of each State to
choose the framework which is best suited to its particular needs at the national
level.
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37. Regiona arrangements play a fundamental role in promoting and pro-
tecting human rights. They should reinforce universal human rights standards, as
contained ininternational human rightsinstruments, and their protection. The World
Conference on Human Rights endorses efforts under way to strengthen these
arrangements and to increase their eff ectiveness, while at the sasmetime stressing the
importance of cooperation with the United Nations human rights activities.

The World Conference on Human Rights reiterates the need to consider the
possibility of establishing regional and subregiona arrangements for the promotion
and protection of human rights where they do not already exist.

38. The World Conference on Human Rights recognizes the important role
of non-governmental organizations in the promotion of al human rights and in
humanitarian activities at national, regional and international levels. The World
Conference on Human Rights appreciates their contribution to increasing public
awareness of human rightsissues, to the conduct of education, training and research
in thisfield, and to the promotion and protection of al human rights and fundamen-
tal freedoms. While recognizing that the primary responsibility for standard-setting
lieswith States, the conference al so appreciates the contribution of non-governmen-
tal organizations to this process. In this respect, the World Conference on Human
Rights emphasizes the importance of continued dialogue and cooperation between
Governments and non-governmental organizations. Non-governmental organiza-
tions and their members genuinely involved in the field of human rights should
enjoy the rights and freedoms recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and the protection of the national law. These rights and freedoms may not
be exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations. Non-
governmental organizations should befreeto carry out their human rights activities,
without interference, within the framework of national law and the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights.

39. Underlining the importance of objective, responsible and impartia
information about human rights and humanitarian issues, the World Conference on
Human Rights encourages the increased involvement of the media, for whom free-
dom and protection should be guaranteed within the framework of national law.

A. INCREASED COORDINATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

1. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends increased coordi-
nation in support of human rights and fundamental freedoms within the United
Nations system. To this end, the World Conference on Human Rights urges all
United Nations organs, bodies and the specialized agencies whose activities deal
with human rights to cooperate in order to strengthen, rationalize and streamline
their activities, taking into account the need to avoid unnecessary duplication. The
World Conference on Human Rights al so recommendsto the Secretary-General that
high-level officias of relevant United Nations bodies and specialized agencies at
their annual meeting, besides coordinating their activities, also assess the impact of
their strategies and policies on the enjoyment of all human rights.
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2. Furthermore, the World Conference on Human Rights calls on regional
organizations and prominent international and regional finance and development
institutions to assess also the impact of their policies and programmes on the enjoy-
ment of human rights.

3. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights recognizesthat relevant special -
ized agencies and bodies and institutions of the United Nations system as well as
other relevant intergovernmental organizations whose activities deal with human
rights play avital role in the formulation, promotion and implementation of human
rights standards, within their respective mandates, and should take into account the
outcome of the World Conference on Human Rights within their fields of compe-
tence.

4. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly recommends that a
concerted effort be made to encourage and facilitate the ratification of and accession
or succession to international human rights treaties and protocol s adopted within the
framework of the United Nations system with the aim of universal acceptance. The
Secretary-General, in consultation with treaty bodies, should consider opening a
dialogue with States not having acceded to these human rights treaties, in order to
identify obstacles and to seek ways of overcoming them.

5. The World Conference on Human Rights encourages States to consider
limiting the extent of any reservations they lodge to international human rights
instruments, formulate any reservations as precisely and narrowly as possible,
ensure that none is incompatible with the object and purpose of the relevant treaty
and regularly review any reservations with a view to withdrawing them.

6. The World Conference on Human Rights, recognizing the need to main-
tain consistency with the high quality of existing international standards and to
avoid proliferation of human rightsinstruments, reaffirms the guidelines relating to
the elaboration of new international instruments contained in General Assembly res-
olution 41/120 of 4 December 1986 and calls on the United Nations human rights
bodies, when considering the elaboration of new international standards, to keep
those guidelinesin mind, to consult with human rightstreaty bodies on the necessity
for drafting new standards and to request the Secretariat to carry out technical
reviews of proposed new instruments.

7. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights recommends that human rights
officers be assigned if and when necessary to regional offices of the United Nations
Organization with the purpose of disseminating information and offering training
and other technical assistance in the field of human rights upon the request of con-
cerned Member States. Human rights training for international civil servants who
are assigned to work relating to human rights should be organized.

8. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the convening of
emergency sessions of the Commission on Human Rights asa positiveinitiative and
that other ways of responding to acute violations of human rights be considered by
the relevant organs of the United Nations system.

Resources

9. The World Conference on Human Rights, concerned by the growing dis-
parity between the activities of the Centre for Human Rights and the human, finan-
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cial and other resources available to carry them out, and bearing in mind the
resources needed for other important United Nations programmes, requests the Sec-
retary-General and the General Assembly to take immediate steps to increase sub-
stantially the resources for the human rights programme from within the existing
and future regular budgets of the United Nations, and to take urgent steps to seek
increased extrabudgetary resources.

10. Within this framework, an increased proportion of the regular budget
should be allocated directly to the Centre for Human Rights to cover its costs and
al other costs borne by the Centre for Human Rights, including those related to the
United Nations human rights bodies. Voluntary funding of the Centre's technical
cooperation activities should reinforce this enhanced budget; the World Conference
on Human Rights calls for generous contributions to the existing trust funds.

11. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights requests the Secretary-General
and the General Assembly to provide sufficient human, financial and other
resources to the Centre for Human Rights to enable it effectively, efficiently and
expeditioudly to carry out its activities.

12.  The World Conference on Human Rights, noting the need to ensure that
human and financial resources are available to carry out the human rights activities,
as mandated by intergovernmental bodies, urges the Secretary-General, in accor-
dance with Article 101 of the Charter of the United Nations, and Member States to
adopt a coherent approach aimed at securing that resources commensurate to the
increased mandates are allocated to the Secretariat. The World Conference on
Human Rights invites the Secretary-General to consider whether adjustments to
procedures in the programme budget cycle would be necessary or helpful to ensure
the timely and effective implementation of human rights activities as mandated by
Member States.

Centre for Human Rights

13. The World Conference on Human Rights stresses the importance of
strengthening the United Nations Centre for Human Rights.

14. The Centre for Human Rights should play an important role in coordi-
nating system-wide attention for human rights. The focal role of the Centre can best
berealized if it is enabled to cooperate fully with other United Nations bodies and
organs. The coordinating role of the Centre for Human Rights also implies that the
office of the Centre for Human Rightsin New York is strengthened.

15. The Centre for Human Rights should be assured adequate means for the
system of thematic and country rapporteurs, experts, working groups and treaty
bodies. Follow-up on recommendations should become a priority matter for consid-
eration by the Commission on Human Rights.

16. The Centre for Human Rights should assume alarger rolein the promo-
tion of human rights. Thisrole could be given shape through cooperation with Mem-
ber States and by an enhanced programme of advisory services and technical assis-
tance. The existing voluntary fundswill have to be expanded substantially for these
purposes and should be managed in amore efficient and coordinated way. All activ-
ities should follow strict and transparent project management rules and regular pro-
gramme and project evaluations should be held periodically. To this end, the results
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of such evaluation exercises and other relevant information should be made avail-
able regularly. The Centre should, in particular, organize at |east once a year infor-
mation meetings open to al Member States and organizations directly involved in
these projects and programmes.

Adaptation and strengthening of the United Nations machinery for human rights,
including the question of the establishment of a United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights

17. The World Conference on Human Rights recognizes the necessity for a
continuing adaptation of the United Nations human rights machinery to the current
and future needs in the promotion and protection of human rights, as reflected in the
present Declaration and within the framework of abalanced and sustainable devel -
opment for all people. In particular, the United Nations human rights organs should
improve their coordination, efficiency and effectiveness.

18. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends to the General
Assembly that when examining the report of the Conference at its forty-eighth ses-
sion, it begin, as a matter of priority, consideration of the question of the establish-
ment of a High Commissioner for Human Rights for the promotion and protection
of al human rights.

B. EQUALITY, DIGNITY AND TOLERANCE

1. Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia
and other forms of intolerance

19. The World Conference on Human Rights considers the elimination of
racism and racial discrimination, in particular in their institutionalized forms such
as apartheid or resulting from doctrines of racial superiority or exclusivity or con-
temporary forms and manifestations of racism, as a primary objective for the inter-
national community and a worldwide promotion programme in the field of human
rights. United Nations organs and agencies should strengthen their efforts to imple-
ment such a programme of action related to the third decade to combat racism and
racial discrimination as well as subsequent mandates to the same end. The World
Conference on Human Rights strongly appeals to the international community to
contribute generously to the Trust Fund for the Programme for the Decade for
Action to Combat Racism and Racia Discrimination.

20. The World Conference on Human Rights urges all Governments to take
immediate measures and to devel op strong policiesto prevent and combat all forms
and manifestations of racism, xenophobiaor related intolerance, where necessary by
enactment of appropriate legislation, including penal measures, and by the estab-
lishment of national institutions to combat such phenomena.

21. The World Conference on Human Rights wel comes the decision of the
Commission on Human Rights to appoint a Special Rapporteur on contemporary
forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. The
World Conference on Human Rights also appealsto all States partiesto the Interna-
tional Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination to con-
sider making the declaration under article 14 of the Convention.
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22. The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon all Governments to
take al appropriate measures in compliance with their international obligations and
with due regard to their respective legal systems to counter intolerance and related
violence based on religion or belief, including practices of discrimination against
women and including the desecration of religious sites, recognizing that every indi-
vidual hasthe right to freedom of thought, conscience, expression and religion. The
Conference also invites all States to put into practice the provisions of the Declara-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on
Religion or Belief.

23. The World Conference on Human Rights stresses that all persons who
perpetrate or authorize criminal acts associated with ethnic cleansing are individu-
aly responsible and accountable for such human rightsviolations, and that theinter-
national community should exert every effort to bring those legally responsible for
such violations to justice.

24. The World Conference on Human Rights calls on all States to take
immediate measures, individually and collectively, to combat the practice of ethnic
cleansing to bring it quickly to an end. Victims of the abhorrent practice of ethnic
cleansing are entitled to appropriate and effective remedies.

2. Persons belonging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities

25. The World Conference on Human Rights calls on the Commission on
Human Rights to examine ways and means to promote and protect effectively the
rights of persons belonging to minorities as set out in the Declaration on the Rights
of Persons belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities. In
this context, the World Conference on Human Rights calls upon the Centre for
Human Rights to provide, at the request of Governments concerned and as part of
its programme of advisory services and technical assistance, qualified expertise on
minority issues and human rights, aswell as on the prevention and resolution of dis-
putes, to assist in existing or potential situations involving minorities.

26. The World Conference on Human Rights urges States and the interna-
tional community to promote and protect the rights of persons belonging to national
or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities in accordance with the Declaration on
the Rights of Persons belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic
Minorities.

27. Measures to be taken, where appropriate, should include facilitation of
their full participation in all aspects of the political, economic, social, religious and
culturd life of society and in the economic progress and development in their
country.

Indigenous people

28. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights calls on the Working Group on
Indigenous Populations of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities to complete the drafting of a declaration on the rights
of indigenous people at its eleventh session.
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29. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights recommends that the Commis-
sion on Human Rights consider the renewal and updating of the mandate of the
Working Group on Indigenous Populations upon completion of the drafting of a
declaration on the rights of indigenous people.

30. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights al so recommends that advisory
services and technical assistance programmes within the United Nations system
respond positively to requests by Statesfor assistance which would be of direct ben-
efit to indigenous people. The World Conference on Human Rights further recom-
mends that adequate human and financia resources be made available to the Centre
for Human Rights within the overall framework of strengthening the Centre’s activ-
ities as envisaged by this document.

31. The World Conference on Human Rights urges States to ensure the full
and free participation of indigenous people in all aspects of society, in particular in
matters of concern to them.

32. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that the General
Assembly proclaim an international decade of the world's indigenous people, to
begin from January 1994, including action-orientated programmes, to be decided
upon in partnership with indigenous people. An appropriate voluntary trust fund
should be set up for this purpose. In the framework of such a decade, the establish-
ment of a permanent forum for indigenous people in the United Nations system
should be considered.

Migrant workers

33. The World Conference on Human Rights urges all States to guarantee
the protection of the human rights of al migrant workers and their families.

34. The World Conference on Human Rights considers that the creation of
conditionsto foster greater harmony and tolerance between migrant workers and the
rest of the society of the State in which they reside is of particular importance.

35. The World Conference on Human Rights invites States to consider the
possibility of signing and ratifying, at the earliest possible time, the International
Convention on the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.

3. Theeqgual status and human rights of women

36. The World Conference on Human Rights urges the full and equal enjoy-
ment by women of al human rights and that this be a priority for Governments and
for the United Nations. The World Conference on Human Rights also underlinesthe
importance of the integration and full participation of women as both agents and
beneficiaries in the development process, and reiterates the objectives established
on global action for women towards sustainabl e and equitabl e devel opment set forth
in the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and chapter 24 of Agenda
21, adopted by the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
(Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 3-14 June 1992).

37. The equa status of women and the human rights of women should be
integrated into the mainstream of United Nations system-wide activity. Theseissues



Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action 59

should be regularly and systematically addressed throughout relevant United
Nations bodies and mechanisms. In particular, steps should be taken to increase
cooperation and promote further integration of objectives and goals between the
Commission on the Status of Women, the Commission on Human Rights, the Com-
mittee for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the United Nations
Development Fund for Women, the United Nations Development Programme and
other United Nations agencies. In this context, cooperation and coordination should
be strengthened between the Centre for Human Rights and the Division for the
Advancement of Women.

38. Inparticular, the World Conference on Human Rights stressesthe impor-
tance of working towards the elimination of violence against women in public and
privatelife, the elimination of all forms of sexual harassment, exploitation and traf-
ficking in women, the elimination of gender biasin the administration of justice and
the eradication of any conflicts which may arise between the rights of women and
the harmful effects of certain traditional or customary practices, cultural prejudices
and religious extremism. The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon the
General Assembly to adopt the draft declaration on violence against women and
urges States to combat violence against women in accordance with its provisions.
Violations of the human rights of women in situations of armed conflict are viola-
tions of the fundamental principles of international human rights and humanitarian
law. All violations of thiskind, including in particular murder, systematic rape, sex-
ua davery, and forced pregnancy, require a particularly effective response.

39. The World Conference on Human Rights urges the eradication of all
forms of discrimination against women, both hidden and overt. The United Nations
should encourage the goal of universal ratification by all States of the Convention
on the Elimination of All Formsof Discrimination against Women by the year 2000.
Ways and means of addressing the particularly large number of reservations to the
Convention should be encouraged. Inter alia, the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women should continue its review of reservations to the
Convention. States are urged to withdraw reservations that are contrary to the object
and purpose of the Convention or which are otherwise incompatible with interna-
tional treaty law.

40. Treaty monitoring bodies should disseminate necessary information to
enable women to make more effective use of existing implementation proceduresin
their pursuit of full and equal enjoyment of human rights and non-discrimination.
New procedures should also be adopted to strengthen implementation of the com-
mitment to women’s equality and the human rights of women. The Commission on
the Status of Women and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women should quickly examine the possibility of introducing the right of
petition through the preparation of an optional protocol to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. The World Conference
on Human Rights welcomes the decision of the Commission on Human Rights to
consider the appointment of a special rapporteur on violence against women at its
fiftieth session.

41. The World Conference on Human Rights recognizes the importance of
the enjoyment by women of the highest standard of physical and mental health
throughout their life span. In the context of the World Conference on Women and
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,
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as well as the Proclamation of Tehran of 1968, the World Conference on Human
Rightsreaffirms, on the basis of equality between women and men, awoman’sright
to accessible and adequate health care and the widest range of family planning ser-
vices, aswell as equal accessto education at all levels.

42. Treaty monitoring bodies should include the status of women and the
human rights of women in their deliberations and findings, making use of gender-
specific data. States should be encouraged to supply information on the situation of
women de jure and de facto in their reports to treaty monitoring bodies. The World
Conference on Human Rights notes with satisfaction that the Commission on
Human Rights adopted at itsforty-ninth session resolution 1993/46 of 8 March 1993
stating that rapporteurs and working groupsin the field of human rights should also
be encouraged to do so. Steps should also be taken by the Division for the Advance-
ment of Women in cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specificaly the
Centre for Human Rights, to ensure that the human rights activities of the United
Nations regularly address violations of women's human rights, including gender-
specific abuses. Training for United Nations human rights and humanitarian relief
personnel to assist them to recognize and deal with human rights abuses particular
to women and to carry out their work without gender bias should be encouraged.

43. The World Conference on Human Rights urges Governments and
regional and international organizations to facilitate the access of women to deci-
sion-making posts and their greater participation in the decision-making process. It
encourages further steps within the United Nations Secretariat to appoint and pro-
mote women staff members in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,
and encourages other principal and subsidiary organs of the United Nations to guar-
antee the participation of women under conditions of equality.

44. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the World Confer-
ence on Women to be held in Beijing in 1995 and urges that human rights of women
should play an important role in its deliberations, in accordance with the priority
themes of the World Conference on Women of equality, development and peace.

4. Therights of the child

45. The World Conference on Human Rights reiterates the principle of
“First Call for Children” and, in this respect, underlines the importance of major
national and international efforts, especially those of the United Nations Children’s
Fund, for promoting respect for the rights of the child to survival, protection, devel -
opment and participation.

46. Measures should be taken to achieve universal ratification of the Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child by 1995 and the universal signing of the World
Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children and Plan of
Action adopted by the World Summit for Children, as well astheir effectiveimple-
mentation. The World Conference on Human Rights urges States to withdraw res-
ervationsto the Convention on the Rights of the Child contrary to the object and pur-
pose of the Convention or otherwise contrary to international treaty law.

47. The World Conference on Human Rights urges all nations to undertake
measures to the maximum extent of their available resources, with the support of
international cooperation, to achieve the goalsin the World Summit Plan of Action.
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The Conference calls on States to integrate the Convention on the Rights of the
Child into their national action plans. By means of these national action plans and
through international efforts, particular priority should be placed on reducing infant
and maternal mortality rates, reducing malnutrition and illiteracy rates and provid-
ing access to safe drinking water and to basic education. Whenever so called for,
national plans of action should be devised to combat devastating emergencies
resulting from natural disasters and armed conflicts and the equally grave problem
of children in extreme poverty.

48. The World Conference on Human Rights urges all States, with the sup-
port of international cooperation, to address the acute problem of children under
especially difficult circumstances. Exploitation and abuse of children should be
actively combated, including by addressing their root causes. Effective measuresare
required against female infanticide, harmful child labour, sale of children and
organs, child prostitution, child pornography, aswell as other forms of sexual abuse.

49. The World Conference on Human Rights supports all measures by the
United Nations and its specialized agencies to ensure the effective protection and
promotion of human rights of the girl child. The World Conference on Human
Rights urges Statesto repeal existing laws and regulations and remove customs and
practices which discriminate against and cause harm to the girl child.

50. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly supports the proposal
that the Secretary-General initiate a study into means of improving the protection of
children in armed conflicts. Humanitarian norms should be implemented and mea-
sures taken in order to protect and facilitate assistance to children in war zones.
Measures should include protection for children against indiscriminate use of all
weapons of war, especially anti-personnel mines. The need for aftercare and reha-
bilitation of children traumatized by war must be addressed urgently. The Confer-
ence calls on the Committee on the Rights of the Child to study the question of rais-
ing the minimum age of recruitment into armed forces.

51. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights recommendsthat mattersrel at-
ing to human rights and the situation of children be regularly reviewed and moni-
tored by all relevant organs and mechanisms of the United Nations system and by
the supervisory bodies of the specialized agencies in accordance with their man-
dates.

52. The World Conference on Human Rights recognizes the important role
played by non-governmental organizations in the effective implementation of all
human rights instruments and, in particular, the Convention on the Rights of the
Child.

53.  TheWorld Conference on Human Rights recommends that the Commit-
tee on the Rights of the Child, with the assistance of the Centre for Human Rights,
be enabled expeditiously and effectively to meet its mandate, especially in view of
the unprecedented extent of ratification and subsequent submission of country
reports.

5. Freedom fromtorture

54. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the ratification by
many Member States of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
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or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and encourages its speedy ratification by all
other Member States.

55. The World Conference on Human Rights emphasizes that one of the
most atrocious violations against human dignity is the act of torture, the result of
which destroys the dignity and impairs the capability of victims to continue their
lives and their activities.

56. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that under human
rightslaw and international humanitarian law, freedom from tortureis aright which
must be protected under al circumstances, including in times of internal or interna-
tional disturbance or armed conflicts.

57. TheWorld Conference on Human Rightstherefore urges all Statesto put
an immediate end to the practice of torture and eradicate this evil forever through
full implementation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rightsaswell astherel-
evant conventions and, where necessary, strengthening of existing mechanisms. The
World Conference on Human Rights calls on all States to cooperate fully with the
Specia Rapporteur on the question of torture in the fulfilment of his mandate.

58. Special attention should be given to ensure universal respect for, and
effective implementation of, the Principles of Medical Ethicsrelevant to the Role of
Health Personnel, particularly Physicians, in the Protection of Prisonersand Detain-
ees against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punish-
ment adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations.

59. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights stresses the importance of fur-
ther concrete action within the framework of the United Nations with the view to
providing assistance to victims of torture and ensuring more effective remedies for
their physical, psychological and socia rehabilitation. Providing the necessary
resources for this purpose should be given high priority, inter alia, by additional
contributions to the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture.

60. States should abrogate legislation leading to impunity for those respon-
sible for grave violations of human rights such as torture and prosecute such viola-
tions, thereby providing afirm basis for the rule of law.

61. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that efforts to eradi-
catetorture should, first and foremost, be concentrated on prevention and, therefore,
callsfor the early adoption of an optional protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which is
intended to establish a preventive system of regular visits to places of detention.

Enforced disappearances

62. The World Conference on Human Rights, welcoming the adoption by
the Genera Assembly of the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance, calls upon all Statesto take effective legidative, adminis-
trative, judicial or other measures to prevent, terminate and punish acts of enforced
disappearance. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirmsthat it is the duty
of al States, under any circumstances, to make investigations whenever thereisrea-
son to believe that an enforced disappearance has taken place on aterritory under
their jurisdiction and, if allegations are confirmed, to prosecute its perpetrators.
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6. Therights of the disabled person

63. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that all human rights
and fundamental freedoms are universal and thus unreservedly include personswith
disahilities. Every person is born equal and has the same rightsto life and welfare,
education and work, living independently and active participation in all aspects of
society. Any direct discrimination or other negative discriminatory treatment of a
disabled person is therefore a violation of his or her rights. The World Conference
on Human Rights calls on Governments, where necessary, to adopt or adjust legis-
lation to assure access to these and other rights for disabled persons.

64. The place of disabled persons is everywhere. Persons with disabilities
should be guaranteed equal opportunity through the elimination of all socialy deter-
mined barriers, be they physical, financial, social or psychological, which exclude
or restrict full participation in society.

65 Recalling the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons,
adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh session, the World Confer-
ence on Human Rights calls upon the General Assembly and the Economic and
Social Council to adopt the draft standard rules on the equalization of opportunities
for persons with disabilities, at their meetingsin 1993.

C. COOPERATION, DEVELOPMENT AND STRENGTHENING OF HUMAN RIGHTS

66. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that priority be
given to national and international action to promote democracy, development and
human rights.

67. Special emphasis should be given to measures to assist in the strength-
ening and building of institutions relating to human rights, strengthening of a plu-
ralistic civil society and the protection of groups which have been rendered vulner-
able. In this context, assistance provided upon the request of Governments for the
conduct of free and fair elections, including assistance in the human rights aspects
of elections and public information about elections, is of particular importance.
Equally important is the assistance to be given to the strengthening of the rule of
law, the promotion of freedom of expression and the administration of justice, and
to the real and effective participation of the people in the decision-making
processes.

68. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights stresses the need for theimple-
mentation of strengthened advisory services and technical assistance activities by
the Centre for Human Rights. The Centre should make available to States upon
request assistance on specific human rights issues, including the preparation of
reports under human rights treaties as well as for the implementation of coherent
and comprehensive plans of action for the promotion and protection of human
rights. Strengthening the institutions of human rights and democracy, the legal pro-
tection of human rights, training of officials and others, broad-based education and
public information aimed at promoting respect for human rights should all be avail-
able as components of these programmes.
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69. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly recommends that a
comprehensive programme be established within the United Nationsin order to help
States in the task of building and strengthening adequate national structures which
have adirect impact on the overall observance of human rights and the maintenance
of the rule of law. Such a programme, to be coordinated by the Centre for Human
Rights, should be able to provide, upon the request of the interested Government,
technical and financial assistanceto national projectsin reforming penal and correc-
tional establishments, education and training of lawyers, judges and security forces
in human rights, and any other sphere of activity relevant to the good functioning of
the rule of law. That programme should make available to States assistance for the
implementation of plans of action for the promotion and protection of human rights.

70. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights requests the Secretary-General
of the United Nations to submit proposal s to the United Nations General Assembly,
containing alternatives for the establishment, structure, operational modalities and
funding of the proposed programme.

71. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that each State
consider the desirability of drawing up a nationa action plan identifying steps
whereby that State would improve the promotion and protection of human rights.

72. TheWorld Conference on Human Rightsreaffirmsthat the universal and
inalienable right to development, as established in the Declaration on the Right to
Devel opment, must be implemented and realized. In this context, the World Confer-
ence on Human Rights welcomes the appointment by the Commission on Human
Rights of athematic working group on the right to development and urges that the
Working Group, in consultation and cooperation with other organs and agencies of
the United Nations system, promptly formulate, for early consideration by the
United Nations General Assembly, comprehensive and effective measures to elim-
inate obstacles to the implementation and realization of the Declaration on the Right
to Development and recommending ways and means towards the realization of the
right to development by all States.

73. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights recommends that non-govern-
mental and other grass-roots organizations active in development and/or human
rights should be enabled to play a major role on the national and international levels
inthe debate, activities and implementation relating to the right to devel opment and,
in cooperation with Governments, in al relevant aspects of development coopera-
tion.

74. The World Conference on Human Rights appeal s to Governments, com-
petent agencies and institutions to increase considerably the resources devoted to
building well-functioning legal systems ableto protect human rights, and to national
institutions working in this area. Actors in the field of development cooperation
should bear in mind the mutually reinforcing interrelationship between develop-
ment, democracy and human rights. Cooperation should be based on dialogue and
transparency. The World Conference on Human Rights also calls for the establish-
ment of comprehensive programmes, including resource banks of information and
personnel with expertise relating to the strengthening of the rule of law and of dem-
ocratic institutions.



Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action 65

75. The World Conference on Human Rights encourages the Commission
on Human Rights, in cooperation with the Committee on Economic, Social and Cul-
tural Rights, to continue the examination of optional protocols to the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

76. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that more
resources be made available for the strengthening or the establishment of regional
arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights under the pro-
grammes of advisory services and technical assistance of the Centre for Human
Rights. States are encouraged to request assistance for such purposes asregional and
subregional workshops, seminars and information exchanges designed to strengthen
regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights in accord
with universal human rights standards as contained in international human rights
instruments.

77. The World Conference on Human Rights supports all measures by the
United Nations and its relevant specialized agencies to ensure the effective promo-
tion and protection of trade union rights, as stipulated in the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and other relevant international instru-
ments. It callson all Statesto abidefully by their obligationsin thisregard contained
in international instruments.

D. HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

78. The World Conference on Human Rights considers human rights educa-
tion, training and public information essential for the promotion and achievement of
stable and harmonious relations among communities and for fostering mutual
understanding, tolerance and peace.

79. States should strive to eradicate illiteracy and should direct education
towards the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. The World Conference on
Human Rights calls on all States and institutions to include human rights, humani-
tarian law, democracy and rule of law as subjects in the curricula of all learning
ingtitutions in formal and non-formal settings.

80. Human rights education should include peace, democracy, development
and social justice, as set forth in international and regional human rights instru-
ments, in order to achieve common understanding and awareness with a view to
strengthening universal commitment to human rights.

81. Taking into account the World Plan of Action on Education for Human
Rights and Democracy, adopted in March 1993 by the International Congress on
Education for Human Rights and Democracy of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, and other human rightsinstruments, the World
Conference on Human Rights recommends that States devel op specific programmes
and strategies for ensuring the widest human rights education and the dissemination
of public information, taking particular account of the human rights needs of
women.
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82. Governments, with the assistance of intergovernmental organizations,
national institutions and non-governmental organizations, should promote an
increased awareness of human rights and mutual tolerance. The World Conference
on Human Rights underlines the importance of strengthening the World Public
Information Campaign for Human Rights carried out by the United Nations. They
should initiate and support education in human rights and undertake effective dis-
semination of public information in this field. The advisory services and technical
assistance programmes of the United Nations system should be able to respond
immediately to requests from States for educational and training activities in the
field of human rights as well as for specia education concerning standards as con-
tained in international human rights instruments and in humanitarian law and their
application to specia groups such as military forces, law enforcement personnel,
police and the health profession. The proclamation of a United Nations decade for
human rights education in order to promote, encourage and focus these educational
activities should be considered.

E. IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING METHODS

83. The World Conference on Human Rights urges Governments to incor-
porate standards as contained in international human rights instrumentsin domestic
legidlation and to strengthen national structures, institutions and organs of society
which play arolein promoting and safeguarding human rights.

84. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights recommends the strengthening
of United Nations activities and programmes to meet requests for assistance by
States which want to establish or strengthen their own national institutions for the
promotion and protection of human rights.

85. The World Conference on Human Rights also encourages the strength-
ening of cooperation between national institutions for the promotion and protection
of human rights, particularly through exchanges of information and experience, as
well as cooperation with regional organizations and the United Nations.

86. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly recommends in this
regard that representatives of national institutions for the promotion and protection
of human rights convene periodic meetings under the auspices of the Centre for
Human Rights to examine ways and means of improving their mechanisms and
sharing experiences.

87. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends to the human
rights treaty bodies, to the meetings of chairpersons of the treaty bodies and to the
meetings of States parties that they continue to take steps aimed at coordinating the
multiple reporting requirements and guidelines for preparing State reports under the
respective human rights conventions and study the suggestion that the submission
of one overall report on treaty obligations undertaken by each State would make
these procedures more effective and increase their impact.

88. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that the States
parties to international human rights instruments, the General Assembly and the
Economic and Socia Council should consider studying the existing human rights
treaty bodies and the various thematic mechanisms and procedures with a view to
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promoting greater efficiency and effectiveness through better coordination of the
various bodies, mechanisms and procedures, taking into account the need to avoid
unnecessary duplication and overlapping of their mandates and tasks.

89. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends continued work
on the improvement of the functioning, including the monitoring tasks, of the treaty
bodies, taking into account multiple proposals made in this respect, in particular
those made by the treaty bodies themselves and by the meetings of the chairpersons
of the treaty bodies. The comprehensive national approach taken by the Committee
on the Rights of the Child should also be encouraged.

90. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights recommends that States parties
to human rightstreaties consider accepting all the available optional communication
procedures.

91. The World Conference on Human Rights views with concern the issue
of impunity of perpetrators of human rights violations, and supports the efforts of
the Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis-
crimination and Protection of Minorities to examine all aspects of the issue.

92. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights recommends that the Commis-
sion on Human Rights examine the possibility for better implementation of existing
human rightsinstruments at the international and regional levelsand encouragesthe
International Law Commission to continue its work on an international criminal
court.

93. The World Conference on Human Rights appeals to States which have
not yet done so to accede to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the Pro-
tocols thereto, and to take all appropriate national measures, including legidlative
ones, for their full implementation.

94. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends the speedy com-
pletion and adoption of the draft declaration on the right and responsibility of indi-
viduals, groups and organs of society to promote and protect universally recognized
human rights and fundamental freedoms.

95. The World Conference on Human Rights underlines the importance of
preserving and strengthening the system of special procedures, rapporteurs, repre-
sentatives, experts and working groups of the Commission on Human Rights and
the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minor-
ities, in order to enable them to carry out their mandatesin all countries throughout
the world, providing them with the necessary human and financia resources. The
procedures and mechanisms should be enabled to harmonize and rationalize their
work through periodic meetings. All States are asked to cooperate fully with these
procedures and mechanisms.

96. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that the United
Nations assume a more active role in the promotion and protection of human rights
in ensuring full respect for international humanitarian law in all situations of armed
conflict, in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations.



68 World Conference and Millennium Assembly

97. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights, recognizing the important role
of human rights components in specific arrangements concerning some peace-keep-
ing operations by the United Nations, recommends that the Secretary-General take
into account the reporting, experience and capabilities of the Centre for Human
Rights and human rights mechanisms, in conformity with the Charter of the United
Nations.

98. To strengthen the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights,
additiona approaches should be examined, such as a system of indicators to mea-
sure progress in the redlization of the rights set forth in the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. There must be a concerted effort to ensure
recognition of economic, social and cultural rights at the national, regional and
international levels.

F. FoLLow-up TO THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON HuMAN RIGHTS

99. TheWorld Conference on Human Rights on Human Rights recommends
that the General Assembly, the Commission on Human Rights and other organs and
agencies of the United Nations system related to human rights consider ways and
means for the full implementation, without delay, of the recommendations con-
tained in the present Declaration, including the possibility of proclaiming a United
Nations decade for human rights. The World Conference on Human Rights further
recommends that the Commission on Human Rights annually review the progress
towards this end.

100. The World Conference on Human Rights requests the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations to invite on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights all States, all organs and agencies of the
United Nations system related to human rights, to report to him on the progress
made in the implementation of the present Declaration and to submit areport to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session, through the Commission on Human
Rights and the Economic and Social Council. Likewise, regional and, as appropri-
ate, national human rights institutions, as well as non-governmental organizations,
may present their viewsto the Secretary-General on the progress madein theimple-
mentation of the present Declaration. Special attention should be paid to assessing
the progress towards the goal of universal ratification of international human rights
treaties and protocols adopted within the framework of the United Nations system.



7. United Nations Millennium Declar ation

General Assembly resolution 55/2 of 8 September 2000

The General Assembly

Adopts the following Declaration:

United Nations Millenium Declaration
I. VALUES AND PRINCIPLES

1. We, heads of State and Government, have gathered at United Nations
Headquartersin New York from 6 to 8 September 2000, at the dawn of a new mil-
lennium, to reaffirm our faith in the Organization and its Charter as indispensable
foundations of a more peaceful, prosperous and just world.

2. Werecognize that, in addition to our separate responsibilities to our indi-
vidual societies, we have a collective responsibility to uphold the principles of
human dignity, equality and equity at the global level. As leaders we have a duty
thereforeto all the world's people, especially the most vulnerable and, in particul ar,
the children of the world, to whom the future belongs.

3. Wereaffirm our commitment to the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations, which have proved timeless and universal. Indeed, their rel-
evance and capacity to inspire have increased, as nations and peoples have become
increasingly interconnected and interdependent.

4. We are determined to establish ajust and lasting peace all over the world
in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter. We rededicate our-
selvesto support all effortsto uphold the sovereign equality of all States, respect for
their territorial integrity and political independence, resolution of disputes by peace-
ful means and in conformity with the principles of justice and international law, the
right to self-determination of peoples which remain under colonial domination and
foreign occupation, non-interference in the internal affairs of States, respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms, respect for the equal rights of all without
distinction asto race, sex, language or religion and international cooperationin solv-
ing international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian
character.

5. We believe that the central challenge we face today is to ensure that glo-
balization becomes a positive force for all the world's people. For while globaiza-
tion offersgreat opportunities, at present its benefits are very unevenly shared, while
its costs are unevenly distributed. We recognize that devel oping countries and coun-
tries with economiesin transition face special difficulties in responding to this cen-
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tral chalenge. Thus, only through broad and sustained efforts to create a shared
future, based upon our common humanity in all its diversity, can globalization be
made fully inclusive and equitable. These efforts must include policies and mea-
sures, at the global level, which correspond to the needs of devel oping countries and
economies in transition and are formulated and implemented with their effective
participation.

6. We consider certain fundamental values to be essentia to international
relations in the twenty-first century. These include:

* Freedom. Men and women have the right to live their lives and raise their
children in dignity, free from hunger and from the fear of violence, oppres-
sion or injustice. Democratic and participatory governance based on the
will of the people best assures these rights.

« Equality. No individua and no nation must be denied the opportunity to
benefit from development. The equal rights and opportunities of women
and men must be assured.

» Solidarity. Global challenges must be managed in away that distributesthe
costs and burdens fairly in accordance with basic principles of equity and
socia justice. Those who suffer or who benefit least deserve help from
those who benefit most.

« Tolerance. Human beings must respect one other, in al their diversity of
belief, culture and language. Differences within and between societies
should be neither feared nor repressed, but cherished as a precious asset of
humanity. A culture of peace and dialogue among all civilizations should
be actively promoted.

» Respect for nature. Prudence must be shown in the management of all liv-
ing species and natural resources, in accordance with the precepts of sus-
tainable development. Only in this way can the immeasurable riches pro-
vided to us by nature be preserved and passed on to our descendants. The
current unsustainable patterns of production and consumption must be
changed in the interest of our future welfare and that of our descendants.

» Shared responsibility. Responsibility for managing worldwide economic
and social development, aswell as threats to internationa peace and secu-
rity, must be shared among the nations of the world and should be exercised
multilaterally. Asthe most universal and most representative organization
in the world, the United Nations must play the central role.

7. In order to trandate these shared values into actions, we have identified
key objectives to which we assign special significance.

Il. PEACE, SECURITY AND DISARMAMENT

8. We will spare no effort to free our peoples from the scourge of war,
whether within or between States, which has claimed more than 5 million lives in
the past decade. We will also seek to eliminate the dangers posed by weapons of
mass destruction.
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9.

We resolve therefore:

To strengthen respect for the rule of law in international as in national
affairs and, in particular, to ensure compliance by Member States with the
decisions of the International Court of Justice, in compliance with the Char-
ter of the United Nations, in cases to which they are parties.

To make the United Nations more effective in maintaining peace and secu-
rity by giving it the resources and tools it needs for conflict prevention,
peaceful resolution of disputes, peacekeeping, post-conflict peace-building
and reconstruction. In this context, we take note of the report of the Panel
on United Nations Peace Operations and request the General Assembly to
consider its recommendations expeditiously.

To strengthen cooperation between the United Nations and regional orga-
nizations, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter V111 of the Charter.

To ensure the implementation, by States Parties, of treatiesin areas such as
arms control and disarmament and of international humanitarian law and
human rights law, and call upon all Statesto consider signing and ratifying
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

To take concerted action against international terrorism, and to accede as
soon as possible to all the relevant international conventions.

To redouble our efforts to implement our commitment to counter the world
drug problem.

To intensify our efforts to fight transnational crime in al its dimensions,
including trafficking as well as smuggling in human beings and money
laundering.

To minimize the adverse effects of United Nations economic sanctions on
innocent populations, to subject such sanctions regimes to regular reviews
and to eliminate the adverse effects of sanctions on third parties.

To strive for the elimination of weapons of mass destruction, particularly
nuclear weapons, and to keep all options open for achieving this aim,
including the possihility of convening an international conference to iden-
tify ways of eliminating nuclear dangers.

To take concerted action to end illicit traffic in small arms and light weap-
ons, especially by making arms transfers more transparent and supporting
regional disarmament measures, taking account of all the recommendations
of the forthcoming United Nations Conference on Illicit Trade in Small
Arms and Light Weapons.

To call on all Statesto consider acceding to the Convention on the Prohibi-
tion of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel
Mines and on Their Destruction, as well as the amended mines protocol to
the Convention on conventional weapons.

10. We urge Member States to observe the Olympic Truce, individually and
collectively, now and in the future, and to support the International Olympic Com-
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mittee in its efforts to promote peace and human understanding through sport and
the Olympic Ideal.

II1. DEVELOPMENT AND POVERTY ERADICATION

11. Wewill spareno effort to free our fellow men, women and children from
the abject and dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty, to which more than a
billion of them are currently subjected. We are committed to making the right to
development areality for everyone and to freeing the entire human race from want.

12.  Weresolve therefore to create an environment — at the national and glo-
bal levels alike —which is conducive to devel opment and to the elimination of pov-
erty.

13.  Successin meeting these objectives depends, inter alia, on good gover-
nance within each country. It also depends on good governance at the international
level and on transparency in the financial, monetary and trading systems. We are
committed to an open, equitable, rule-based, predictable and non-discriminatory
multilateral trading and financial system.

14. Weare concerned about the obstacl es devel oping countriesface in mobi-
lizing the resources needed to finance their sustained development. We will there-
fore make every effort to ensure the success of the High-level International and
Intergovernmental Event on Financing for Development, to be held in 2001.

15. We also undertake to address the specia needs of the least developed
countries. In this context, we welcome the Third United Nations Conference on the
Least Developed Countriesto be held in May 2001 and will endeavour to ensureits
success. We call on the industrialized countries:

» To adopt, preferably by the time of that Conference, a policy of duty- and
quota-free access for essentially all exports from the least developed coun-
tries;

¢ To implement the enhanced programme of debt relief for the heavily
indebted poor countries without further delay and to agree to cancel all offi-
cial bilateral debts of those countriesin return for their making demonstra-
ble commitments to poverty reduction; and

« To grant more generous development assistance, especialy to countries
that are genuinely making an effort to apply their resources to poverty
reduction.

16. Wearealso determined to deal comprehensively and effectively with the
debt problems of low- and middle-income developing countries, through various
national and international measures designed to make their debt sustainable in the
long term.

17. We also resolve to address the special needs of small island developing
States, by implementing the Barbados Programme of Action and the outcome of the
twenty-second special session of the General Assembly rapidly and in full. We urge
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the international community to ensure that, in the development of a vulnerability
index, the special needs of small island developing States are taken into account.

18. Werecognize the special needs and problems of the landlocked develop-
ing countries, and urge both bilateral and multilateral donors to increase financial
and technical assistanceto this group of countriesto meet their special development
needs and to help them overcome the impediments of geography by improving their
transit transport systems.

19. Weresolve further:

To halve, by the year 2015, the proportion of the world’'s people whose
incomeislessthan onedollar aday and the proportion of people who suffer
from hunger and, by the same date, to halve the proportion of people who
are unable to reach or to afford safe drinking water.

To ensure that, by the same date, children everywhere, boysand girls alike,
will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling and that girls
and boys will have equal accessto all levels of education.

By the same date, to have reduced maternal mortality by three quarters, and
under-five child mortality by two thirds, of their current rates.

To have, by then, halted, and begun to reverse, the spread of HIV/AIDS, the
scourge of malaria and other major diseases that afflict humanity.

To provide special assistance to children orphaned by HIV/AIDS.
By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in the lives of at least

100 million slum dwellers as proposed in the “Cities Without Slums” ini-
tiative.

20. Weadsoresolve:

To promote gender equality and the empowerment of women as effective
ways to combat poverty, hunger and disease and to stimulate devel opment
that istruly sustainable.

To develop and implement strategies that give young people everywhere a
real chance to find decent and productive work.

To encourage the pharmaceutical industry to make essential drugs more
widely available and affordable by al who need them in devel oping coun-
tries.

To develop strong partnershipswith the private sector and with civil society
organizationsin pursuit of development and poverty eradication.

To ensure that the benefits of new technologies, especially information and
communication technologies, in conformity with recommendations con-
tained in the ECOSOC 2000 Ministerial Declaration, are available to all.
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IV. PROTECTING OUR COMMON ENVIRONMENT

21. We must spare no effort to free all of humanity, and above all our chil-
dren and grandchildren, from the threat of living on a planet irredeemably spoilt by
human activities, and whose resources would no longer be sufficient for their needs.

22.  We reaffirm our support for the principles of sustainable development,
including those set out in Agenda 21, agreed upon at the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Devel opment.

23. We resolve therefore to adopt in all our environmental actions a new
ethic of conservation and stewardship and, as first steps, we resolve:

To make every effort to ensure the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol,
preferably by the tenth anniversary of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development in 2002, and to embark on the required
reduction in emissions of greenhouse gases.

To intensify our collective efforts for the management, conservation and
sustainable development of all types of forests.

To pressfor thefull implementation of the Convention on Biological Diver-
sity and the Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries Expe-
riencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa

To stop the unsustainable exploitation of water resources by developing
water management strategies at the regional, national and local levels,
which promote both equitable access and adequate supplies.

To intensify cooperation to reduce the number and effects of natural and
man-made disasters.

To ensure free access to information on the human genome sequence.

V. HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRACY AND GOOD GOVERNANCE

24.  Wewill spare no effort to promote democracy and strengthen the rule of
law, as well as respect for all internationally recognized human rights and funda-
mental freedoms, including the right to development.

25. Weresolve therefore:

To respect fully and uphold the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

To strive for the full protection and promotion in all our countries of civil,
political, economic, socia and cultural rightsfor al.

To strengthen the capacity of all our countries to implement the principles
and practices of democracy and respect for human rights, including minor-
ity rights.

To combat al forms of violence against women and to implement the Con-
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
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» To take measures to ensure respect for and protection of the human rights
of migrants, migrant workers and their families, to eliminate theincreasing
acts of racism and xenophobia in many societies and to promote greater
harmony and tolerancein all societies.

« To work collectively for more inclusive political processes, allowing gen-
uine participation by all citizensin all our countries.

¢ To ensure the freedom of the media to perform their essential role and the
right of the public to have access to information.

VI. PROTECTING THE VULNERABLE

26. We will spare no effort to ensure that children and all civilian popula-
tions that suffer disproportionately the consequences of natural disasters, genocide,
armed conflicts and other humanitarian emergencies are given every assistance and
protection so that they can resume normal life as soon as possible.

We resolve therefore:

* To expand and strengthen the protection of civiliansin complex emergen-
cies, in conformity with international humanitarian law.

» To strengthen international cooperation, including burden sharing in, and
the coordination of humanitarian assistance to, countries hosting refugees
and to help al refugees and displaced persons to return voluntarily to their
homes, in safety and dignity and to be smoothly reintegrated into their soci-
eties.

» Toencourage theratification and full implementation of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child and its optional protocols on the involvement of
childrenin armed conflict and on the sale of children, child prostitution and
child pornography.

VII. MEETING THE SPECIAL NEEDS OF AFRICA

27. We will support the consolidation of democracy in Africa and assist
Africans in their struggle for lasting peace, poverty eradication and sustainable
development, thereby bringing Africainto the mainstream of the world economy.

28. Weresolve therefore:

» Togivefull support to the political and institutional structures of emerging
democraciesin Africa.

* To encourage and sustain regional and subregional mechanisms for pre-
venting conflict and promoting political stability, and to ensure a reliable
flow of resources for peacekeeping operations on the continent.

« To take special measures to address the challenges of poverty eradication
and sustainable development in Africa, including debt cancellation,
improved market access, enhanced Official Development Assistance and
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increased flows of Foreign Direct Investment, as well as transfers of tech-
nology.

To help Africabuild up its capacity to tackle the spread of the HIV/AIDS
pandemic and other infectious diseases.

VIII. STrRENGTHENING THE UNITED NATIONS

29. We will spare no effort to make the United Nations a more effective
instrument for pursuing all of these priorities: the fight for development for al the
peoples of the world, the fight against poverty, ignorance and disease; the fight
against injustice; the fight against violence, terror and crime; and the fight against
the degradation and destruction of our common home.

30. Weresolve therefore;

To reaffirm the central position of the General Assembly asthe chief delib-
erative, policy-making and representative organ of the United Nations, and
to enable it to play that role effectively.

To intensify our efforts to achieve a comprehensive reform of the Security
Council in al its aspects.

To strengthen further the Economic and Social Council, building on its
recent achievements, to help it fulfil the role ascribed to it in the Charter.

To strengthen the International Court of Justice, in order to ensure justice
and the rule of law in international affairs.

To encourage regular consultations and coordination among the principal
organs of the United Nationsin pursuit of their functions.

To ensure that the Organization is provided on a timely and predictable
basis with the resources it needs to carry out its mandates.

To urge the Secretariat to make the best use of those resources, in accor-
dance with clear rules and procedures agreed by the General Assembly, in
the interests of all Member States, by adopting the best management prac-
tices and technologies available and by concentrating on those tasks that
reflect the agreed priorities of Member States.

To promote adherence to the Convention on the Safety of United Nations
and Associated Personnel.

To ensure greater policy coherence and better cooperation between the
United Nations, its agencies, the Bretton Woods | nstitutions and the World
Trade Organization, as well as other multilateral bodies, with a view to
achieving afully coordinated approach to the problems of peace and devel-
opment.

To strengthen further cooperation between the United Nations and national
parliaments through their world organization, the Inter-Parliamentary
Union, in variousfields, including peace and security, economic and social
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development, international law and human rights and democracy and gen-
der issues.

« To give greater opportunities to the private sector, non-governmental orga-
nizations and civil society, in general, to contribute to the realization of the
Organization’s goals and programmes.

31. We request the General Assembly to review on a regular basis the
progress made in implementing the provisions of this Declaration, and ask the Sec-
retary-General to issue periodic reports for consideration by the General Assembly
and as abasis for further action.

32.  We solemnly reaffirm, on this historic occasion, that the United Nations
is the indispensable common house of the entire human family, through which we
will seek to realize our universal aspirations for peace, cooperation and devel op-
ment. We therefore pledge our unstinting support for these common objectives and
our determination to achieve them.






C. THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION

8. Declaration on the Granting of Independenceto Colonial Countries
and Peoples

General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960

The General Assembly,

Mindful of the determination proclaimed by the peoples of the world in the
Charter of the United Nations to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and
of nationslarge and small and to promote social progress and better standards of life
in larger freedom,

Conscious of the need for the creation of conditions of stability and well-being
and peaceful and friendly relations based on respect for the principles of equal rights
and self-determination of all peoples, and of universal respect for, and observance
of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race,
sex, language or religion,

Recognizing the passionate yearning for freedom in all dependent peoples and
the decisive role of such peoplesin the attainment of their independence,

Aware of the increasing conflicts resulting from the denial of or impediments
in the way of the freedom of such peoples, which constitute a serious threat to world
peace,

Considering the important role of the United Nations in assisting the move-
ment for independencein Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories,

Recognizing that the peoples of the world ardently desire the end of colonial-
ismin all its manifestations,

Convinced that the continued existence of colonialism prevents the devel op-
ment of international economic co-operation, impedes the socid, cultural and eco-
nomic devel opment of dependent peoples and militates against the United Nations
ideal of universal peace,

Affirming that peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural
wealth and resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of interna-
tional economic co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and inter-
national law,
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Believing that the process of liberation isirresistible and irreversible and that,
in order to avoid serious crises, an end must be put to colonialism and all practices
of segregation and discrimination associated therewith,

Welcoming the emergence in recent years of alarge number of dependent ter-
ritories into freedom and independence, and recognizing the increasingly powerful
trends towards freedom in such territories which have not yet attained indepen-
dence,

Convinced that all peoples have an inalienable right to complete freedom, the
exercise of their sovereignty and the integrity of their national territory,

Solemnly proclaims the necessity of bringing to a speedy and unconditional
end colonialism in al its forms and manifestations;

And to thisend
Declares that:

1. The subjection of peoples to alien subjugation, domination and exploita-
tion constitutes a denial of fundamental human rights, is contrary to the Charter of
the United Nations and is an impediment to the promotion of world peace and co-
operation.

2. All peoples have the right to self-determination; by virtue of that right
they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social
and cultural development.

3. Inadequacy of political, economic, social or educational preparedness
should never serve as a pretext for delaying independence.

4. All armed action or repressive measures of all kinds directed against
dependent peoples shall cease in order to enable them to exercise peacefully and
freely their right to complete independence, and the integrity of their national terri-
tory shall be respected.

5. Immediate steps shall be taken, in Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territo-
ries or al other territories which have not yet attained independence, to transfer all
powers to the peoples of those territories, without any conditions or reservations, in
accordance with their freely expressed will and desire, without any distinction asto
race, creed or colour, in order to enable them to enjoy complete independence and
freedom.

6. Any attempt aimed at the partial or total disruption of the national unity
and theterritorial integrity of acountry isincompatible with the purposes and prin-
ciples of the Charter of the United Nations.

7. All Statesshall observefaithfully and strictly the provisions of the Charter
of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the present
Declaration on the basis of equality, non-interference in the internal affairs of all
States, and respect for the sovereign rights of all peoples and their territorial

integrity.



9. General Assembly resolution 1803 (XVI1) of 14 December 1962,
“Per manent sovereignty over natural resources’

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 523 (V1) of 12 January 1952 and 626 (VI1) of 21
December 1952,

Bearing in mind its resolution 1314 (X111) of 12 December 1958, by which it
established the Commission on Permanent Sovereignty over Natural Resources and
instructed it to conduct afull survey of the status of permanent sovereignty over nat-
ural wealth and resources as a basic constituent of the right to self-determination,
with recommendations, where necessary, for its strengthening, and decided further
that, in the conduct of the full survey of the status of the permanent sovereignty of
peoples and nations over their natural wealth and resources, due regard should be
paid to the rights and duties of States under international law and to the importance
of encouraging international co-operation in the economic development of devel op-
ing countries,

Bearing in mind its resolution 1515 (XV) of 15 December 1960, in which it
recommended that the sovereign right of every State to dispose of its wealth and its
natural resources should be respected,

Considering that any measure in this respect must be based on the recognition
of the inalienable right of all States freely to dispose of their natural wealth and
resources in accordance with their national interests, and on respect for the eco-
nomic independence of States,

Considering that nothing in paragraph 4 below in any way prejudicesthe posi-
tion of any Member State on any aspect of the question of the rights and obligations
of successor States and Governments in respect of property acquired before the
accession to complete sovereignty of countries formerly under colonial rule,

Noting that the subject of succession of States and Governments is being
examined as a matter of priority by the International Law Commission,

Considering that it is desirable to promote internationa co-operation for the
economic development of developing countries, and that economic and financial
agreements between the developed and the developing countries must be based on
the principles of equality and of the right of peoples and nations to self-determina-
tion,

Considering that the provision of economic and technical assistance, loans
and increased foreign investment must not be subject to conditions which conflict
with the interests of the recipient State,

Considering the benefits to be derived from exchanges of technical and scien-
tific information likely to promote the development and use of such resources and
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wealth, and the important part which the United Nations and other international
organizations are called upon to play in that connection,

Attaching particular importance to the question of promoting the economic
development of developing countries and securing their economic independence,

Noting that the creation and strengthening of the inalienable sovereignty of
States over their natural wealth and resources reinforces their economic indepen-
dence,

Desiring that there should be further consideration by the United Nations of
the subject of permanent sovereignty over natural resourcesin the spirit of interna-
tional co-operation in the field of economic development, particularly that of the
developing countries,

Declares that:

1. Theright of peoples and nationsto permanent sovereignty over their nat-
ural wealth and resources must be exercised in the interest of their national devel-
opment and of the well-being of the people of the State concerned.

2. The exploration, development and disposition of such resources, as well
asthe import of the foreign capital required for these purposes, should be in confor-
mity with the rules and conditions which the peoples and nations freely consider to
be necessary or desirable with regard to the authorization, restriction or prohibition
of such activities.

3. Incaseswhere authorization is granted, the capital imported and the earn-
ingson that capital shall be governed by the termsthereof, by the national legislation
in force, and by international law. The profits derived must be shared in the propor-
tions freely agreed upon, in each case, between the investors and the recipient State,
due care being taken to ensure that there is no impairment, for any reason, of that
State's sovereignty over its natural wealth and resources.

4. Nationalization, expropriation or requisitioning shall be based on grounds
or reasons of public utility, security or the national interest which are recognized as
overriding purely individual or private interests, both domestic and foreign. In such
cases the owner shall be paid appropriate compensation, in accordance with the
rulesin forcein the State taking such measuresin the exercise of its sovereignty and
in accordance with international law. In any case where the question of compensa-
tion gives rise to a controversy, the nationa jurisdiction of the State taking such
measures shall be exhausted. However, upon agreement by sovereign States and
other parties concerned, settlement of the dispute should be made through arbitra-
tion or internationa adjudication.

5. Thefreeand beneficial exercise of the sovereignty of peoples and nations
over their natural resources must be furthered by the mutual respect of States based
on their sovereign equality.
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6. International co-operation for the economic development of developing
countries, whether in the form of public or private capital investments, exchange of
goods and services, technical assistance, or exchange of scientific information, shall
be such as to further their independent national development and shall be based
upon respect for their sovereignty over their natural wealth and resources.

7. Violation of the rights of peoples and nations to sovereignty over their
natural wealth and resourcesis contrary to the spirit and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations and hinders the development of international co-operation and
the maintenance of peace.

8. Foreign investment agreements freely entered into by or between sover-
eign States shall be observed in good faith; States and international organizations
shall strictly and conscientiously respect the sovereignty of peoplesand nations over
their natural wealth and resources in accordance with the Charter and the principles
set forth in the present resolution.



10. International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing
and Training of Mercenaries

Adopted and opened for signature and ratification by General Assembly
resolution 44/34 of 4 December 1989

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 20 OcToBER 2001, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 19

The Sates Parties to the present Convention,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United
Nations and in the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations,

Being aware of the recruitment, use, financing and training of mercenariesfor
activities which violate principles of international law, such as those of sovereign
equality, political independence, territorial integrity of States and self-determination
of peoples,

Affirming that the recruitment, use, financing and training of mercenaries
should be considered as offences of grave concern to all States and that any person
committing any of these offences should be either prosecuted or extradited,

Convinced of the necessity to develop and enhance international co-operation
among States for the prevention, prosecution and punishment of such offences,

Expressing concern at new unlawful international activities linking drug traf-
fickers and mercenaries in the perpetration of violent actions which undermine the
constitutional order of States,

Also convinced that the adoption of aconvention against the recruitment, use,
financing and training of mercenaries would contribute to the eradication of these
nefarious activities and thereby to the observance of the purposes and principles
enshrined in the Charter,

Cognizant that matters not regulated by such a convention continue to be gov-
erned by the rules and principles of international law,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
For the purposes of the present Convention,
1. A mercenary isany person who:
i (a) Is specialy recruited locally or abroad in order to fight in an armed con-
ICL,

84



I nter national Convention against Mercenaries 85

(b) Ismotivated to take part in the hostilities essentially by the desire for pri-
vategain and, in fact, is promised, by or on behalf of a party to the conflict, material
compensation substantially in excess of that promised or paid to combatants of sim-
ilar rank and functions in the armed forces of that party;

(c) Isneither anational of aparty to the conflict nor aresident of territory con-
trolled by a party to the conflict;

(d) Isnot amember of the armed forces of a party to the conflict; and

(e) Hasnot been sent by a State which isnot a party to the conflict on official
duty as a member of its armed forces.

2. A mercenary isalso any person who, in any other situation:

(a) Isspecidly recruited locally or abroad for the purpose of participating in
aconcerted act of violence aimed at :

(i) Overthrowing a Government or otherwise undermining the constitutional
order of a State; or

(if) Undermining the territorial integrity of a State;

(b) Is motivated to take part therein essentially by the desire for significant
private gain and is prompted by the promise or payment of material compensation;

(c) Isneither anational nor aresident of the State against which such an act
is directed;

(d) Has not been sent by a State on official duty; and

(e) Isnot amember of the armed forces of the State on whose territory the act
is undertaken.

Article 2

Any person who recruits, uses, finances or trains mercenaries, as defined in
article 1 of the present Convention, commits an offence for the purposes of the Con-
vention.

Article 3

1. A mercenary, as defined in article 1 of the present Convention, who par-
ticipates directly in hostilities or in a concerted act of violence, as the case may be,
commits an offence for the purposes of the Convention.

2. Nothing in this article limits the scope of application of article 4 of the
present Convention.

Article 4

An offence is committed by any person who:

(a) Attemptsto commit one of the offences set forth in the present Conven-
tion;
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(b) Isthe accomplice of a person who commits or attempts to commit any of
the offences set forth in the present Convention.

Article5

1. States Parties shall not recruit, use, finance or train mercenaries and shall
prohibit such activitiesin accordance with the provisions of the present Convention.

2. States Parties shall not recruit, use, finance or train mercenaries for the
purpose of opposing the legitimate exercise of the inalienable right of peoples to
self-determination, as recognized by international law, and shall take, in conformity
with international law, the appropriate measures to prevent the recruitment, use,
financing or training of mercenaries for that purpose.

3. They shall make the offences set forth in the present Convention punish-
able by appropriate penaties which take into account the grave nature of those
offences.

Article 6

States Parties shall co-operate in the prevention of the offences set forth in the
present Convention, particularly by :

(a) Taking al practicable measuresto prevent preparationsin their respective
territories for the commission of those offences within or outside their territories,
including the prohibition of illega activities of persons, groups and organizations
that encourage, instigate, organize or engage in the perpetration of such offences;

(b) Co-ordinating the taking of administrative and other measures as appro-
priate to prevent the commission of those offences.

Article 7
States Parties shall co-operate in taking the necessary measures for theimple-
mentation of the present Convention.
Article 8

Any State Party having reason to believe that one of the offences set forth in
the present Convention has been, is being or will be committed shall, in accordance
with its national law, communicate the relevant information, as soon as it comes to
its knowledge, directly or through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, to
the States Parties affected.

Article9

1. Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to estab-
lish its jurisdiction over any of the offences set forth in the present Convention
which are committed :

(a) Initsterritory or on board a ship or aircraft registered in that State;

(b) By any of its nationals or, if that State considers it appropriate, by those
statel ess persons who have their habitual residence in that territory.
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2. Each State Party shall likewise take such measures as may be necessary
to establish its jurisdiction over the offences set forth in articles 2, 3 and 4 of the
present Convention in cases where the alleged offender is present in itsterritory and
it does note extradite him to any of the States mentioned in paragraph 1 of this arti-
cle.

3. The present Convention does not exclude any criminal jurisdiction exer-
cised in accordance with national law.

Article 10

1. Upon being satisfied that the circumstances so warrant, any State Party in
whose territory the alleged offender is present shall, in accordance with its laws,
take him into custody or take such other measures to ensure his presence for such
time as is necessary to enable any criminal or extradition proceedings to be insti-
tuted. The State Party shall immediately make a preliminary inquiry into the facts.

2. When a State Party, pursuant to this article, has taken a person into cus-
tody or has taken such other measures referred to in paragraph 1 of this article, it
shall notify without delay either directly or through the Secretary-Genera of the
United Nations:

(@) The State Party where the offence was committed;
(b) The State Party against which the offence has been directed or attempted;

(c) The State Party of which the natural or juridical person against whom the
offence has been directed or attempted is a national;

(d) The State Party of which the aleged offender is a national or, if heisa
stateless person, in whose territory he has his habitual residence;

(e) Any other interested State Party which it considersit appropriate to notify.

3. Any person regarding whom the measures referred to in paragraph 1 of
this article are being taken shall be entitled:

(a) Tocommunicate without delay with the nearest appropriate representative
of the State of which he is a national or which is otherwise entitled to protect his
rights or, if he is a stateless person, the State in whose territory he has his habitual
residence;

(b) To bevisited by arepresentative of that State.

4. The provisions of paragraph 3 of thisarticle shall be without prejudice to
the right of any State Party having a claim to jurisdiction in accordance with article
9, paragraph 1 (b), to invite the International Committee of the Red Cross to com-
municate with and visit the alleged offender.

5. The State which makes the preliminary inquiry contemplated in para-
graph 1 of this article shall promptly report its findings to the States referred to in
paragraph 2 of this article and indicate whether it intends to exercise jurisdiction.
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Article 11

Any person regarding whom proceedings are being carried out in connection
with any of the offences set forth in the present Convention shall be guaranteed at
al stages of the proceedings fair treatment and all the rights and guarantees pro-
vided for in the law of the State in question. Applicable norms of international law
should be taken into account.

Article 12

The State Party in whose territory the alleged offender isfound shall, if it does
not extradite him, be obliged, without exception whatsoever and whether or not the
offence was committed in itsterritory, to submit the case to its competent authorities
for the purpose of prosecution, through proceedings in accordance with the laws of
that State. Those authorities shall take their decision in the same manner as in the
case of any other offence of a grave nature under the law of that State.

Article 13

1. States Parties shall afford one another the greatest measure of assistance
in connection with criminal proceedings brought in respect of the offences set forth
in the present Convention, including the supply of all evidence at their disposal nec-
essary for the proceedings. The law of the State whose assistance is requested shall
apply in al cases.

2. The provisions of paragraph 1 of this article shall not affect obligations
concerning mutual judicia assistance embodied in any other treaty.

Article 14

The State Party where the alleged offender is prosecuted shall in accordance
with its laws communicate the final outcome of the proceedings to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who shall transmit the information to the other States
concerned.

Article 15

1. Theoffencesset forthinarticles 2, 3 and 4 of the present Convention shall
be deemed to be included as extraditable offences in any extradition treaty existing
between States Parties. States Parties undertake to include such offences as extradit-
able offencesin every extradition treaty to be concluded between them.

2. If aState Party which makes extradition conditional on the existence of a
treaty receives arequest for extradition from another State Party with which it has
no extradition treaty, it may at itsoption consider the present Convention asthe legal
basis for extradition in respect of those offences. Extradition shall be subject to the
other conditions provided by the law of the requested State.

3. States Parties which do not make extradition conditional on the existence
of atreaty shall recognize those offences as extraditable offences between them-
selves, subject to the conditions provided by the law of the requested State.

4. The offences shall be treated, for the purpose of extradition between
States Parties, as if they had been committed not only in the place in which they
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occurred but also in the territories of the State required to establish their jurisdiction
in accordance with article 9 of the present Convention.

Article 16
The present Convention shall be applied without prejudice to:

(a) Therulesrelating to the international responsibility of States;

(b) The law of armed conflict and international humanitarian law, including
the provisions relating to the status of combatant or of prisoner of war.

Article 17

1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpre-
tation or application of the present Convention which is not settled by negotiation
shall, at the request of one of them, be submitted to arbitration. If, within six months
from the date of the request for arbitration, the parties are unable to agree on the
organization of the arbitration, any one of those parties may refer the dispute to the
International Court of Justice by a request in conformity with the Statute of the
Couirt.

2. Each State may, at the time of signature or ratification of the present Con-
vention or accession thereto, declare that it does not consider itself bound by para-
graph 1 of thisarticle. The other States Parties shall not be bound by paragraph 1 of
this article with respect to any State party which has made such areservation.

3. Any State Party which has made a reservation in accordance with para-
graph 2 of this article may at any time withdraw that reservation by notification to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 18

1. The present Convention shall be open for signature by all States until 31
December 1990 at United Nations Headquartersin New York.

2. The present Convention shall be subject to ratification. The instruments
of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-Genera of the United Nations.

3. Thepresent Convention shall remain open for accession by any State. The
instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

Article 19

1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day follow-
ing the date of deposit of the twenty-second instrument of ratification or accession
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. For each Stateratifying or acceding to the Convention after the deposit of
the twenty-second instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter
into force on the thirtieth day after deposit by such State of its instrument of ratifi-
cation or accession.
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Article 20

1. Any State Party may denounce the present Convention by written notifi-
cation to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. Denunciation shall take effect one year after the date on which the notifi-
cation is received by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 21

Theoriginal of the present Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall send certified copies thereof to
al States.

IN wiITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by their
respective Governments, have signed the present Convention.



D. RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
AND MINORITIES

11. Indigenousand Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169)

Adopted on 27 June 1989 by the General Conference of the I nternational Labour
Organisation at its seventy-sixth session

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 5 SEPTEMBER 1991

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the International
Labour Office, and having met in its seventy-sixth session on 7 June 1989, and

Noting theinternational standards contained in the Indigenousand Tribal Pop-
ulations Convention and Recommendation, 1957, and

Recalling the terms of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Inter-
national Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights, and the many international instruments on the
prevention of discrimination, and

Considering that the developments which have taken place in international
law since 1957, as well as developments in the situation of indigenous and tribal
peoplesin al regions of the world, have made it appropriate to adopt new interna-
tional standards on the subject with a view to removing the assimilationist orienta-
tion of the earlier standards, and

Recognising the aspirations of these peoplesto exercise control over their own
institutions, ways of life and economic development and to maintain and develop
their identities, languages and religions, within the framework of the Statesinwhich
they live, and

Noting that in many parts of the world these peoples are unable to enjoy their
fundamental human rights to the same degree as the rest of the population of the
States within which they live, and that their laws, values, customs and perspectives
have often been eroded, and

Calling attention to the distinctive contributions of indigenous and tribal peo-
ples to the cultural diversity and social and ecological harmony of humankind and
to international co-operation and understanding, and

Noting that the following provisions have been framed with the co-operation
of the United Nations, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,

91



92 Rights of indigenous peoples and minorities

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the World
Health Organization, aswell asof the Inter-American Indian I nstitute, at appropriate
levelsand in their respective fields, and that it is proposed to continue this co-oper-
ation in promoting and securing the application of these provisions, and

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to the par-
tial revision of the Indigenous and Tribal Populations Convention, 1957 (No. 107),
which is the fourth item on the agenda of the session, and

Having determined that these proposals shall take the form of an international
Convention revising the Indigenous and Tribal Populations Convention, 1957,

Adopts this twenty-seventh day of June of the year one thousand nine hundred
and eighty-nine the following Convention, which may be cited as the Indigenous
and Triba Peoples Convention, 1989:

ParT|. GENERAL POLICY

Article 1
1. This Convention appliesto:

(a) Tribal peoples in independent countries whose social, cultural and eco-
nomic conditions distinguish them from other sections of the national community,
and whose statusis regulated wholly or partialy by their own customs or traditions
or by special laws or regulations;

(b) Peoples in independent countries who are regarded as indigenous on
account of their descent from the populations which inhabited the country, or a geo-
graphical region to which the country belongs, at the time of conquest or colonisa-
tion or the establishment of present State boundaries and who, irrespective of their
legal status, retain some or al of their own social, economic, cultural and political
institutions.

2. Sdf-identification as indigenous or tribal shall be regarded as a funda-
mental criterion for determining the groups to which the provisions of this Conven-

tion apply.

3. The use of the term “peoples’ in this Convention shall not be construed
as having any implications as regards the rights which may attach to the term under
international law.

Article 2

1. Governments shall have the responsibility for developing, with the partic-
ipation of the peoples concerned, co-ordinated and systematic action to protect the
rights of these peoples and to guarantee respect for their integrity.

2. Such action shall include measures for:

(a) Ensuring that members of these peoples benefit on an equal footing from
the rights and opportunities which national lawsand regul ations grant to other mem-
bers of the population;
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(b) Promoting the full realisation of the social, economic and cultural rights
of these peoples with respect for their social and cultural identity, their customs and
traditions and their institutions;

(c) Assisting the members of the peoples concerned to eliminate socio-eco-
nomic gaps that may exist between indigenous and other members of the national
community, in a manner compatible with their aspirations and ways of life.

Article 3

1. Indigenousandtribal peoplesshall enjoy the full measure of human rights
and fundamental freedoms without hindrance or discrimination. The provisions of
the Convention shall be applied without discrimination to male and female members
of these peoples.

2. Noformof forceor coercion shall be used in violation of the human rights
and fundamental freedoms of the peoples concerned, including the rights contained
in this Convention.

Article 4

1. Special measuresshall be adopted asappropriate for safeguarding the per-
sons, institutions, property, labour, cultures and environment of the peoples con-
cerned.

2. Such special measures shall not be contrary to the freely-expressed
wishes of the peoples concerned.

3. Enjoyment of the genera rights of citizenship, without discrimination,
shall not be prejudiced in any way by such special measures.

Article5

In applying the provisions of this Convention:

(@) The socidl, cultural, religious and spiritual values and practices of these
peoples shall be recognised and protected, and due account shall be taken of the
nature of the problems which face them both as groups and as individuals;

(b) Theintegrity of thevalues, practices and institutions of these peoples shall
be respected;

(c) Policiesaimed at mitigating the difficulties experienced by these peoples

infacing new conditions of lifeand work shall be adopted, with the participation and
co-operation of the peoples affected.

Article 6

1. Inapplying the provisions of this Convention, Governments shall:

(a) Consult the peoples concerned, through appropriate procedures and in
particular through their representative institutions, whenever consideration is being
given to legidative or administrative measures which may affect them directly;
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(b) Establish means by which these peoples can freely participate, to at least
the same extent as other sectors of the population, at all levels of decision-making
in elective institutions and administrative and other bodies responsible for policies
and programmes which concern them;

(c) Establish means for the full development of these peoples’ own institu-
tions and initiatives, and in appropriate cases provide the resources necessary for
this purpose.

2. The consultations carried out in application of this Convention shall be
undertaken, in good faith and in a form appropriate to the circumstances, with the
objective of achieving agreement or consent to the proposed measures.

Article 7

1. The peoples concerned shall have the right to decide their own priorities
for the process of development asit affects their lives, beliefs, institutions and spir-
itual well-being and the lands they occupy or otherwise use, and to exercise control,
to the extent possible, over their own economic, social and cultural development. In
addition, they shall participate in the formulation, implementation and eval uation of
plans and programmes for national and regional development which may affect
them directly.

2. Theimprovement of the conditions of life and work and levels of health
and education of the peoples concerned, with their participation and co-operation,
shall be a matter of priority in plans for the overall economic development of areas
they inhabit. Special projects for development of the areasin question shall aso be
so designed as to promote such improvement.

3. Governments shall ensure that, whenever appropriate, studies are carried
out, in co-operation with the peoples concerned, to assess the social, spiritual, cul-
tural and environmental impact on them of planned development activities. The
results of these studies shall be considered asfundamental criteriafor theimplemen-
tation of these activities.

4. Governments shall take measures, in co-operation with the peoples con-
cerned, to protect and preserve the environment of the territories they inhabit.

Article 8

1. In applying national laws and regulations to the peoples concerned, due
regard shall be had to their customs or customary laws.

2. These peoples shall have theright to retain their own customs and institu-
tions, where these are not incompatible with fundamental rights defined by the
national legal system and with internationally recognized human rights. Procedures
shall be established, whenever necessary, to resolve conflicts which may ariseinthe
application of this principle.

3. The application of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article shall not prevent
members of these peoples from exercising the rights granted to al citizens and from
assuming the corresponding duties.
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Article9

1. To the extent compatible with the national legal system and internation-
aly recognised human rights, the methods customarily practised by the peoples con-
cerned for dealing with offences committed by their members shall be respected.

2. Thecustomsof these peoplesin regard to penal matters shall be taken into
consideration by the authorities and courts dealing with such cases.

Article 10

1. Inimposing penaltieslaid down by general law on members of these peo-
ples account shall be taken of their economic, social and cultural characteristics.

2. Preference shall be given to methods of punishment other than confine-
ment in prison.

Article 11

The exaction from members of the peoples concerned of compulsory personal
servicesin any form, whether paid or unpaid, shall be prohibited and punishable by
law, except in cases prescribed by law for al citizens.

Article 12

The peoples concerned shall be safeguarded against the abuse of their rights
and shall be able to take legal proceedings, either individually or through their rep-
resentative bodies, for the effective protection of these rights. Measures shall be
taken to ensure that members of these peoples can understand and be understood in
legal proceedings, where necessary through the provision of interpretation or by
other effective means.

PArTIl. LAND

Article 13

1. In applying the provisions of this Part of the Convention governments
shall respect the special importance for the cultures and spiritual values of the peo-
ples concerned of their relationship with the lands or territories, or both as applica-
ble, which they occupy or otherwise use, and in particular the collective aspects of
this relationship.

2. Theuseof theterm “lands’ in Articles 15 and 16 shall include the concept
of territories, which coversthetotal environment of the areas which the peoples con-
cerned occupy or otherwise use.

Article 14

1. Therightsof ownership and possession of the peoples concerned over the
lands which they traditionally occupy shall be recognised. In addition, measures
shall be taken in appropriate cases to safeguard the right of the peoples concerned
to use lands not exclusively occupied by them, but to which they have traditionally
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had access for their subsistence and traditional activities. Particular attention shall
be paid to the situation of nomadic peoples and shifting cultivatorsin this respect.

2. Governments shall take steps as necessary to identify the lands which the
peoples concerned traditionally occupy, and to guarantee effective protection of
their rights of ownership and possession.

3. Adequate procedures shall be established within the national legal system
to resolve land claims by the peoples concerned.

Article 15

1. Therights of the peoples concerned to the natural resources pertaining to
their lands shall be specially safeguarded. These rights include the right of these
peoples to participate in the use, management and conservation of these resources.

2. Incasesinwhichthe State retainsthe ownership of mineral or sub-surface
resources or rights to other resources pertaining to lands, governments shall estab-
lish or maintain procedures through which they shall consult these peoples, with a
view to ascertaining whether and to what degree their interests would be prejudiced,
before undertaking or permitting any programmes for the exploration or exploita-
tion of such resources pertaining to their lands. The peoples concerned shall wher-
ever possible participatein the benefits of such activities, and shall receivefair com-
pensation for any damages which they may sustain as a result of such activities.

Article 16

1. Subject to the following paragraphs of this Article, the peoples concerned
shall not be removed from the lands which they occupy.

2. Where the relocation of these peoples is considered necessary as an
exceptional measure, such relocation shall take place only with their free and
informed consent. Where their consent cannot be obtained, such relocation shall
take place only following appropriate procedures established by national laws and
regulations, including public inquiries where appropriate, which provide the oppor-
tunity for effective representation of the peoples concerned.

3. Whenever possible, these peoples shall havetheright to returntotheir tra-
ditional lands, as soon as the grounds for relocation cease to exist.

4. When such return is not possible, as determined by agreement or, in the
absence of such agreement, through appropriate procedures, these peoples shall be
provided in all possible cases with lands of quality and legal status at least equal to
that of the lands previously occupied by them, suitable to provide for their present
needs and future development. Where the peoples concerned express a preference
for compensation in money or in kind, they shall be so compensated under appro-
priate guarantees.

~ 5. Personsthusrelocated shall be fully compensated for any resulting loss or
injury.
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Article 17

1. Procedures established by the peoples concerned for the transmission of
land rights among members of these peoples shall be respected.

2. The peoples concerned shall be consulted whenever consideration is
being given to their capacity to alienate their lands or otherwise transmit their rights
outside their own community.

3. Persons not belonging to these peoples shall be prevented from taking
advantage of their customs or of lack of understanding of the laws on the part of
their membersto secure the ownership, possession or use of land belonging to them.

Article 18

Adeguate penalties shall be established by law for unauthorised intrusion
upon, or use of, the lands of the peoples concerned, and governments shall take mea-
suresto prevent such offences.

Article 19

National agrarian programmes shall secure to the peoples concerned treatment
equivalent to that accorded to other sectors of the population with regard to:

(a) The provision of more land for these peoples when they have not the area
necessary for providing the essentials of a normal existence, or for any possible
increase in their numbers;

(b) The provision of the means required to promote the development of the
lands which these peoples already possess.

PART IIl. RECRUITMENT AND CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT

Article 20

1. Governments shall, within the framework of national laws and regula-
tions, and in co-operation with the peoples concerned, adopt special measures to
ensure the effective protection with regard to recruitment and conditions of employ-
ment of workers belonging to these peoples, to the extent that they are not effec-
tively protected by laws applicable to workersin general.

2. Governments shall do everything possible to prevent any discrimination
between workers belonging to the peoples concerned and other workers, in particu-
lar asregards:

(a) Admission to employment, including skilled employment, aswell asmea-
sures for promotion and advancement;

(b) Equal remuneration for work of equal value;

(c) Medical and social assistance, occupational safety and health, al social
security benefits and any other occupationally related benefits, and housing;
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(d) Theright of association and freedom for al lawful trade union activities,
and the right to conclude collective agreements with employers or employers
organisations.

3. The measures taken shall include measures to ensure:

(&) That workers belonging to the peoples concerned, including seasonal,
casual and migrant workers in agricultural and other employment, as well as those
employed by labour contractors, enjoy the protection afforded by national law and
practice to other such workers in the same sectors, and that they are fully informed
of their rights under |abour | egislation and of the means of redress available to them;

(b) That workers belonging to these peoples are not subjected to working con-
ditions hazardous to their health, in particular through exposure to pesticides or
other toxic substances,

(c) That workers belonging to these peoples are not subjected to coercive
recruitment systems, including bonded labour and other forms of debt servitude;

(d) That workers belonging to these peoples enjoy equal opportunities and
equal treatment in employment for men and women, and protection from sexual
harassment.

4. Particular attention shall be paid to the establishment of adequate labour
inspection services in areas where workers belonging to the peoples concerned
undertake wage employment, in order to ensure compliance with the provisions of
this Part of this Convention.

PART IV. VOCATIONAL TRAINING, HANDICRAFTS AND RURAL INDUSTRIES

Article 21

Members of the peoples concerned shall enjoy opportunities at least equal to
those of other citizensin respect of vocational training measures.

Article 22

1. Measures shall be taken to promote the voluntary participation of mem-
bers of the peoples concerned in vocational training programmes of general appli-
cation.

2. Whenever existing programmes of vocational training of general applica-
tion do not meet the special needs of the peopl es concerned, governments shall, with
the participation of these peoples, ensure the provision of specia training pro-
grammes and facilities.

3. Any special training programmes shall be based on the economic environ-
ment, socia and cultural conditions and practical needs of the peoples concerned.
Any studies made in this connection shall be carried out in co-operation with these
peoples, who shall be consulted on the organisation and operation of such pro-
grammes. Where feasible, these peoples shall progressively assume responsibility
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for the organisation and operation of such specia training programmes, if they so
decide.

Article 23

1. Handicrafts, rural and community-based industries, and subsistence econ-
omy and traditional activities of the peoples concerned, such as hunting, fishing,
trapping and gathering, shall be recognised asimportant factors in the maintenance
of their culturesand in their economic self-reliance and devel opment. Governments
shall, with the participation of these peoples and whenever appropriate, ensure that
these activities are strengthened and promoted.

2. Upon the request of the peoples concerned, appropriate technical and
financial assistance shall be provided wherever possible, taking into account thetra-
ditional technologies and cultura characteristics of these peoples, as well as the
importance of sustainable and equitabl e development.

PART V. SOCIAL SECURITY AND HEALTH

Article 24

Social security schemes shall be extended progressively to cover the peoples
concerned, and applied without discrimination against them.

Article 25

1. Governments shall ensure that adequate health services are made avail-
able to the peoples concerned, or shall provide them with resources to allow them
to design and deliver such services under their own responsibility and control, so
that they may enjoy the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.

2. Health services shall, to the extent possible, be community-based. These
services shall be planned and administered in co-operation with the peoples con-
cerned and take into account their economic, geographic, social and cultural condi-
tions as well as their traditional preventive care, healing practices and medicines.

3. The health care system shall give preference to the training and employ-
ment of local community health workers, and focus on primary health care while
maintaining strong links with other levels of health care services.

4. The provision of such health services shall be co-ordinated with other
social, economic and cultural measures in the country.

PART VI. EDUCATION AND MEANS OF COMMUNICATION

Article 26

Measures shall be taken to ensure that members of the peoples concerned have
the opportunity to acquire education at all levelson at least an equal footing with the
rest of the national community.
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Article 27

1. Education programmes and services for the peoples concerned shall be
developed and implemented in co-operation with them to address their specia
needs, and shall incorporate their histories, their knowledge and technologies, their
value systems and their further social, economic and cultural aspirations.

2. The competent authority shall ensure the training of members of these
peoples and their involvement in the formulation and implementation of education
programmes, with a view to the progressive transfer of responsibility for the con-
duct of these programmes to these peoples as appropriate.

3. In addition, governments shall recognise the right of these peoples to
establish their own educational institutions and facilities, provided that such institu-
tions meet minimum standards established by the competent authority in consulta-
tion with these peoples. Appropriate resources shall be provided for this purpose.

Article 28

1. Children belonging to the peoples concerned shall, wherever practicable,
betaught to read and write in their own indigenous language or in the language most
commonly used by the group to which they belong. When thisis not practicable, the
competent authorities shall undertake consultations with these peoples with a view
to the adoption of measures to achieve this objective.

2. Adequate measures shall be taken to ensure that these peoples have the
opportunity to attain fluency in the national language or in one of the officia lan-
guages of the country.

3. Measures shall be taken to preserve and promote the development and
practice of the indigenous languages of the peoples concerned.

Article 29

Theimparting of general knowledge and skillsthat will help children belong-
ing to the peopl es concerned to participate fully and on an equal footing in their own
community and in the national community shall be an aim of education for these
peoples.

Article 30

1. Governments shall adopt measures appropriate to the traditions and cul-
tures of the peoples concerned, to make known to them their rights and duties, espe-
cially in regard to labour, economic opportunities, education and health matters,
social welfare and their rights deriving from this Convention.

2. If necessary, this shal be done by means of written trandations and
through the use of mass communications in the languages of these peoples.

Article 31

Educational measures shall be taken among all sections of the national com-
munity, and particularly among those that are in most direct contact with the peoples
concerned, with the object of eliminating prejudices that they may harbour in
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respect of these peoples. To thisend, efforts shall be madeto ensure that history text-
books and other educational materials provide afair, accurate and informative por-
trayal of the societies and cultures of these peoples.

ParRT VII. CONTACTS AND CO-OPERATION ACROSS BORDERS

Article 32

Governments shall take appropriate measures, including by means of interna-
tional agreements, to facilitate contacts and co-operation between indigenous and
tribal peoples across borders, including activities in the economic, socia, cultural,
spiritual and environmental fields.

ParT VIII. ADMINISTRATION

Article 33

1. The governmental authority responsible for the matters covered in this
Convention shall ensure that agencies or other appropriate mechanisms exist to
administer the programmes affecting the peoples concerned, and shall ensure that
they have the means necessary for the proper fulfilment of the functions assigned to
them.

2. These programmes shall include:

(@) The planning, co-ordination, execution and evaluation, in co-operation
with the peoples concerned, of the measures provided for in this Convention;

(b) The proposing of legislative and other measures to the competent author-
ities and supervision of the application of the measures taken, in co-operation with
the peoples concerned.

PART IX. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 34

The nature and scope of the measures to be taken to give effect to this Con-
vention shall be determined in a flexible manner, having regard to the conditions
characteristic of each country.

Article 35

The application of the provisions of this Convention shall not adversely affect
rights and benefits of the peoples concerned pursuant to other Conventions and Rec-
ommendations, international instruments, treaties, or national laws, awards, custom
or agreements.
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PART X. FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 36

This Convention revises the Indigenous and Tribal Populations Convention,
1957.

Article 37

The formal ratifications of this Convention shall be communicated to the
Director-General of the International Labour Office for registration.

Article 38

1. This Convention shall be binding only upon those Members of the Inter-
national Labour Organisation whose ratifications have been registered with the
Director-General.

2. It shall come into force twelve months after the date on which the ratifi-
cations of two Members have been registered with the Director-General .

3. Thereafter, this Convention shall come into force for any Member twelve
months after the date on which itsratification has been registered.

Article 39

1. A Member which has ratified this Convention may denounce it after the
expiration of ten yearsfrom the date on which the Convention first comesinto force,
by an act communicated to the Director-General of the International Labour Office
for registration. Such denunciation shall not take effect until one year after the date
onwhich it isregistered.

2. Each Member which has ratified this Convention and which does not,
within the year following the expiration of the period of ten years mentioned in the
preceding paragraph, exercise the right of denunciation provided for in this Article,
will be bound for another period of ten years and, thereafter, may denounce this
Convention at the expiration of each period of ten years under the terms provided
for inthisArticle.

Article 40

1. The Director-Genera of the International Labour Office shall notify all
Members of the International Labour Organisation of the registration of all ratifica-
tions and denunciations communicated to him by the Members of the Organisation.

2. When notifying the Members of the Organisation of the registration of the
second ratification communicated to him, the Director-General shall draw the atten-
tion of the Members of the Organisation to the date upon which the Convention will
come into force.

Article 41

The Director-General of the International Labour Office shall communicate to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations for registration in accordance with
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Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations full particulars of al ratifications
and acts of denunciation registered by him in accordance with the provisions of the
preceding Articles.

Article 42

At such times as it may consider necessary the Governing Body of the Inter-
national Labour Office shall present to the General Conferenceareport on thework-
ing of this Convention and shall examine the desirability of placing on the agenda
of the Conference the question of its revision in whole or in part.

Article 43

1. Should the Conference adopt a new Convention revising this Convention
in whole or in part, then, unless the new Convention otherwise provides:

(a) Theratification by a Member of the new revising Convention shall ipso
jure involve the immediate denunciation of this Convention, notwithstanding the
provisions of Article 39 above, if and when the new revising Convention shall have
comeinto force;

(b) Asfrom the date when the new revising Convention comesinto force this
Convention shall cease to be open to ratification by the Members.

2. This Convention shall in any case remain in force in its actual form and
content for those Members which have ratified it but have not ratified the revising
Convention.

Article 44

The English and French versions of the text of this Convention are equally
authoritative.



12.  Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,
Religiousand Linguistic Minorities

Adopted by General Assembly resolution 47/135 of 18 December 1992

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming that one of the basic aims of the United Nations, as proclaimed in
the Charter, isto promote and encourage respect for human rights and for fundamen-
tal freedoms for all, without distinction asto race, sex, language or religion,

Reaffirming faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the
human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nationslarge and small,

Desiring to promote the realization of the principles contained in the Charter,
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, the International Convention on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultura
Rights, the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Dis-
crimination Based on Religion or Belief, and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, aswell as other relevant international instruments that have been adopted at
the universal or regional level and those concluded between individual States Mem-
bers of the United Nations,

Inspired by the provisions of article 27 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Palitical Rights concerning the rights of persons belonging to ethnic, religious
and linguistic minorities,

Considering that the promotion and protection of the rights of persons belong-
ing to national or ethnic, religiousand linguistic minorities contribute to the political
and social stability of Statesin which they live,

Emphasizing that the constant promotion and realization of the rights of per-
sons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, as an inte-
gral part of the development of society as a whole and within a democratic frame-
work based on the rule of law, would contribute to the strengthening of friendship
and cooperation among peoples and States,

Considering that the United Nations has an important role to play regarding
the protection of minorities,

Bearing in mind the work done so far within the United Nations system, in
particular by the Commission on Human Rights, the Sub-Commission on Preven-
tion of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and the bodies established pur-
suant to the International Covenants on Human Rights and other relevant interna-
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tional human rights instruments in promoting and protecting the rights of persons
belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities,

Taking into account the important work which is done by intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations in protecting minorities and in promoting and
protecting the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and lin-
guistic minorities,

Recognizing the need to ensure even more effective implementation of inter-
national human rights instruments with regard to the rights of persons belonging to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities,

Proclaims this Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or
Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities:

Article 1

1. Statesshall protect the existence and the national or ethnic, cultural, reli-
gious and linguistic identity of minoritieswithin their respective territories and shall
encourage conditions for the promotion of that identity.

2. States shall adopt appropriate legislative and other measures to achieve
those ends.

Article 2

1. Personsbelonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities
(hereinafter referred to as persons belonging to minorities) have the right to enjoy
their own culture, to profess and practise their own religion, and to use their own
language, in private and in public, freely and without interference or any form of
discrimination.

2. Personsbelonging to minorities have the right to participate effectively in
cultural, religious, social, economic and public life.

3. Personsbelonging to minorities have the right to participate effectively in
decisions on the national and, where appropriate, regional level concerning the
minority to which they belong or the regions in which they live, in a manner not
incompatible with national legidlation.

4. Persons belonging to minorities have the right to establish and maintain
their own associations.

5. Persons belonging to minorities have the right to establish and maintain,
without any discrimination, free and peaceful contacts with other members of their
group and with persons belonging to other minorities, as well as contacts across
frontierswith citizens of other Statesto whom they are related by national or ethnic,
religious or linguistic ties.

Article 3

1. Persons belonging to minorities may exercise their rights, including those
set forth in the present Declaration, individually as well asin community with other
members of their group, without any discrimination.
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2. Nodisadvantage shall result for any person belonging to aminority asthe
consequence of the exercise or non-exercise of the rights set forth in the present
Declaration.

Article4

1. States shall take measures where required to ensure that persons belong-
ing to minorities may exercise fully and effectively all their human rights and fun-
damental freedoms without any discrimination and in full equality before the law.

2. States shall take measures to create favourable conditions to enable per-
sons belonging to minoritiesto expresstheir characteristics and to devel op their cul-
ture, language, religion, traditions and customs, except where specific practices are
in violation of national law and contrary to international standards.

3. States should take appropriate measures so that, wherever possible, per-
sons belonging to minorities may have adequate opportunitiesto learn their mother
tongue or to have instruction in their mother tongue.

4. States should, where appropriate, take measuresin the field of education,
in order to encourage knowledge of the history, traditions, language and culture of
the minorities existing within their territory. Persons belonging to minorities should
have adequate opportunities to gain knowledge of the society asawhole.

5. States should consider appropriate measures so that persons belonging to
minorities may participate fully in the economic progress and development in their
country.

Article5

1. Nationa policies and programmes shall be planned and implemented
with due regard for the legitimate interests of persons belonging to minorities.

2. Programmes of cooperation and assistance among States should be
planned and implemented with due regard for the legitimate interests of persons
belonging to minorities.

Article 6

States should cooperate on questions relating to persons belonging to minori-
ties, inter alia, exchanging information and experiences, in order to promote mutual
understanding and confidence.

Article 7
States should cooperate in order to promote respect for the rights set forth in
the present Declaration.

Article 8

1. Nothingin the present Declaration shall prevent the fulfilment of interna-
tional obligations of States in relation to persons belonging to minorities. In partic-
ular, States shall fulfil in good faith the obligations and commitments they have
assumed under international treaties and agreements to which they are parties.
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2. The exercise of the rights set forth in the present Declaration shall not
prejudice the enjoyment by all persons of universally recognized human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

3. Measures taken by States to ensure the effective enjoyment of the rights
set forth in the present Declaration shall not prima facie be considered contrary to
the principle of equality contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

4. Nothing in the present Declaration may be construed as permitting any
activity contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations, including
sovereign equality, territorial integrity and political independence of States.

Article9

The specialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system
shall contribute to the full realization of the rights and principles set forth in the
present Declaration, within their respective fields of competence.






E. Prevention of discrimination

13. Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951 (No. 100)

Adopted on 29 June 1951 by the General Conference of the International Labour Organisation
at its thirty-fourth session

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 23 MAY 1953, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 6

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the International
Labour Office, and having met in its thirty-fourth session on 6 June 1951, and

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposalswith regard to the prin-
ciple of equal remuneration for men and women workers for work of equal value,
which is the seventh item on the agenda of the session, and

Having determined that these proposals shall take the form of an international
Convention,

Adopts this twenty-ninth day of June of the year one thousand nine hundred
and fifty-one the following Convention, which may be cited as the Equal Remuner-
ation Convention, 1951:

Article 1

For the purpose of this Convention:

(@) The term “remuneration” includes the ordinary, basic or minimum wage
or salary and any additional emoluments whatsoever payable directly or indirectly,
whether in cash or in kind, by the employer to the worker and arising out of the
worker’s employment;

(b) The term “equal remuneration for men and women workers for work of
equal value’ refers to rates of remuneration established without discrimination
based on sex.

Article 2

1. Each Member shall, by means appropriate to the methodsin operation for
determining rates of remuneration, promote and, in so far asis consistent with such
methods, ensure the application to all workers of the principle of equal remuneration
for men and women workers for work of equal value.
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2. Thisprinciple may be applied by means of:

(a) National laws or regulations;

(b) Legdly established or recognised machinery for wage determination;
(c) Collective agreements between employers and workers; or

(d) A combination of these various means.

Article 3

1. Where such action will assist in giving effect to the provisions of this
Convention, measures shall be taken to promote objective appraisal of jobs on the
basis of the work to be performed.

2. Themethodsto be followed in this appraisal may be decided upon by the
authorities responsible for the determination of rates of remuneration, or, where
such rates are determined by collective agreements, by the parties thereto.

3. Differentia rates between workers, which correspond, without regard to
sex, to differences, as determined by such objective appraisal, in the work to be per-
formed, shall not be considered as being contrary to the principle of equal remuner-
ation for men and women workers for work of equal value.

Article 4

Each Member shall co-operate as appropriate with the employers' and work-
ers’ organisations concerned for the purpose of giving effect to the provisionsof this
Convention.

Article5

The forma ratification of this Convention shall be communicated to the
Director-General of the International Labour Office for registration.

Article 6

1. This Convention shall be binding only upon those Members of the Inter-
national Labour Organisation whose ratifications have been registered with the
Director-General.

2. It shall come into force twelve months after the date on which the ratifi-
cations of two Members have been registered with the Director-General .

3. Thereafter, this Convention shall come into force for any Member twelve
months after the date on which its ratification has been registered.

Article7

1. Declarations communicated to the Director-Genera of the International
Labour Officein accordance with paragraph 2 of article 35 of the Constitution of the
International Labour Organisation shall indicate:



Equal Remuneration Convention 111

() Theterritoriesin respect of which the Member concerned undertakes that
the provisions of the Convention shall be applied without modification;

(b) Theterritoriesin respect of which it undertakes that the provisions of the
Convention shall be applied subject to modifications, together with details of the
said modifications;

(c) The territories in respect of which the Convention is inapplicable and in
such cases the grounds on which it isinapplicable;

(d) Theterritoriesin respect of which it reservesits decisions pending further
consideration of the position.

2. Theundertakings referred to in subparagraphs (a) and (b) of paragraph 1
of thisarticle shall be deemed to be an integral part of the ratification and shall have
the force of ratification.

3. Any member may at any time by a subsequent declaration cancel inwhole
or in part any reservation madeinitsoriginal declaration by virtue of subparagraphs
(b), (c) or (d) of paragraph 1 of thisarticle.

4. Any Member may, at any time at which the Convention is subject to
denunciation in accordance with the provisions of article 9, communicate to the
Director-General a declaration modifying in any other respect the terms of any
former declaration and stating the present position in respect of such territories asit

may specify.

Article 8

1. Declarations communicated to the Director-General of the International
Labour Office in accordance with paragraphs 4 and 5 of article 35 of the Constitu-
tion of the International Labour Organisation shall indicate whether the provisions
of the Convention will be applied in the territory concerned without modification or
subject to modification; when the declaration indicates that the provisions of the
Convention will be applied subject to modification, it shall give details of the said
modifications.

2. The Member, Members or international authority concerned may at any
time by a subsequent declaration renounce in whole or in part the right to have
recourse to any modification indicated in any former declaration.

3. The Member, Members or international authority concerned may, at any
time at which this Convention is subject to denunciation in accordance with the pro-
visions of article 9, communicate to the Director-General a declaration modifying
in any other respect the terms of any former declaration and stating the present posi-
tion in respect of the application of the Convention.

Article9

1. A Member which has ratified this Convention may denounce it after the
expiration of ten years from the date on which the Conventionfirst comesinto force,
by an act communicated to the Director-General of the International Labour Office
for registration. Such denunciation shall not take effect until one year after the date
onwhich it isregistered.
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2. Each Member which has ratified this Convention and which does not,
within the year following the expiration of the period of ten years mentioned in the
preceding paragraph, exercise the right of denunciation provided for in this article,
will be bound for another period of ten years and, thereafter, may denounce this
Convention at the expiration of each period of ten years under the terms provided
forinthisarticle.

Article 10

1. The Director-Genera of the International Labour Office shall notify all
Members of the International Labour Organisation of the registration of all ratifica-
tions, declarations and denunciations communicated to him by the Members of the
Organisation.

2. When notifying the Members of the Organisation of the registration of the
second ratification communicated to him, the Director-General shall draw the atten-
tion of the Members of the Organisation to the date upon which the Convention will
comeinto force.

Article 11

The Director-General of thelnternational Labour Office shall communicate to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations for registration in accordance with
Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations full particulars of al ratifications,
declarations and acts of denunciation registered by him in accordance with the pro-
visions of the preceding articles.

Article 12

At such times as it may consider necessary, the Governing Body of the Inter-
national Labour Office shall present to the General Conferenceareport on thework-
ing of this Convention and shall examine the desirability of placing on the agenda
of the Conference the question of its revision in whole or in part.

Article 13

1. Should the Conference adopt a new Convention revising this Convention
in whole or in part, then, unless the new Convention otherwise provides:

(@) Theratification by a Member of the new revising Convention shall ipso
jure involve the immediate denunciation of this Convention, notwithstanding the
provisions of article 9 above, if and when the new revising Convention shall have
comeinto force;

(b) Asfrom the date when the new revising Convention comesinto force this
Convention shall cease to be open to ratification by the Members.

2. This Convention shall in any case remain in force in its actual form and
content for those Members which have ratified it but have not ratified the revising
Convention.
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Article 14

The English and French versions of the text of this Convention are equally
authoritative.

Theforegoing isthe authentic text of the Convention duly adopted by the Gen-
eral Conference of the International Labour Organisation during its thirty-fourth
session which was held at Geneva and declared closed the twenty-ninth day of June
1951.

IN FAITH WHEREOF We have appended our signatures this second day of August
1951.



14. Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention,
1958 (No. 111)

Adopted on 25 June 1958 by the General Conference of the | nternational Labour Organisation at
its forty-second session

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 15 JUNE 1960, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 8

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the International
Labour Office, and having met in its forty-second session on 4 June 1958, and

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to discrim-
ination in the field of employment and occupation, which is the fourth item on the
agenda of the session, and

Having determined that these proposals shall take the form of an international
Convention, and

Considering that the Declaration of Philadelphia affirms that all human
beings, irrespective of race, creed or sex, have theright to pursue both their material
well-being and their spiritual development in conditions of freedom and dignity, of
economic security and equal opportunity, and

Considering further that discrimination constitutes a violation of rights enun-
ciated by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Adoptsthistwenty-fifth day of June of the year one thousand nine hundred and
fifty-eight the following Convention, which may be cited as the Discrimination
(Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958:

Article 1

1. For the purpose of this Convention the term “discrimination” includes:

(@) Any distinction, exclusion or preference made on the basis of race, colour,
sex, religion, political opinion, national extraction or social origin, which has the
effect of nullifying or impairing equality of opportunity or treatment in employment
or accupation;

(b) Such other distinction, exclusion or preference which hasthe effect of nul-
lifying or impairing equality of opportunity or treatment in employment or occupa-
tion as may be determined by the Member concerned after consultation with repre-
sentative employers' and workers' organisations, where such exist, and with other
appropriate bodies.

114



Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention 115

2. Any distinction, exclusion or preference in respect of a particular job
based on the inherent requirements thereof shall not be deemed to be discrimination.

3. For the purpose of this Convention the terms “employment” and “occu-
pation” include access to vocational training, access to employment and to particu-
lar occupations, and terms and conditions of employment.

Article 2

Each Member for which this Convention isin force undertakes to declare and
pursue a national policy designed to promote, by methods appropriate to national
conditions and practice, equality of opportunity and treatment in respect of employ-
ment and occupation, with a view to eliminating any discrimination in respect
thereof.

Article 3

Each Member for which this Convention is in force undertakes, by methods
appropriate to national conditions and practice:

() To seek the co-operation of employers’ and workers' organisations and
other appropriate bodiesin promoting the acceptance and observance of this policy;

(b) To enact such legislation and to promote such educational programmes as
may be cal cul ated to secure the acceptance and observance of the policy;

(c) Torepea any statutory provisions and modify any administrative instruc-
tions or practices which are inconsistent with the policy;

(d) To pursuethe policy in respect of employment under the direct control of
anational authority;

(e) To ensure observance of the policy in activities of vocational guidance,
vocational training and placement services under the direction of anational author-
ity;

(f) Toindicate inits annual reports on the application of the Convention the
action taken in pursuance of the policy and the results secured by such action.

Article 4

Any measures affecting an individual who is justifiably suspected of, or
engaged in, activities prejudicial to the security of the State shall not be deemed to
be discrimination, provided that the individual concerned shal have the right to
appeal to a competent body established in accordance with national practice.

Article5

1. Special measures of protection or assistance provided in other Conven-
tions or Recommendations adopted by the International Labour Conference shall
not be deemed to be discrimination.

2. Any Member may, after consultation with representative employers and
workers  organisations, where such exist, determine that other specia measures
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designed to meet the particular requirements of persons who, for reasons such as
sex, age, disablement, family responsibilities or social or cultural status, are gener-
ally recognised to require special protection or assistance, shall not be deemed to be
discrimination.

Article 6

Each Member which ratifies this Convention undertakes to apply it to non-
metropolitan territories in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of the
International Labour Organisation.

Article7

The formal ratifications of this Convention shall be communicated to the
Director-General of the International Labour Office for registration.

Article 8

1. This Convention shall be binding only upon those Members of the Inter-
national Labour Organisation whose ratifications have been registered with the
Director-General.

2. It shall come into force twelve months after the date on which the ratifi-
cations of two Members have been registered with the Director General.

3. Thereafter, this Convention shall come into force for any Member twelve
months after the date on which its ratification has been registered.

Article9

1. A Member which has ratified this Convention may denounce it after the
expiration of ten yearsfrom the date on which the Convention first comesinto force,
by an act communicated to the Director-General of the International Labour Office
for registration. Such denunciation shall not take effect until one year after the date
onwhich it isregistered.

2. Each Member which has ratified this Convention and which does not,
within the year following the expiration of the period of ten years mentioned in the
preceding paragraph, exercise the right of denunciation provided for in this article,
will be bound for another period often years and, thereafter, may denounce this Con-
vention at the expiration of each period of ten years under the terms provided for in
this article.

Article 10

1. The Director-Genera of the International Labour Office shall notify all
Members of the International Labour Organisation of the registration of all ratifica-
tions and denunciations communicated to him by the Members of the Organisation.

2. When notifying the Members of the Organisation of the registration of the
second ratification communicated to him, the Director-General shall draw the atten-
tion of the Members of the Organisation to the date upon which the Convention will
come into force.
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Article 11

The Director-General of the International Labour Office shall communicate to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations for registration in accordance with
Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations full particulars of all ratifications
and acts of denunciation registered by him in accordance with the provisions of the
preceding articles.

Article 12

At such times as it may consider necessary the Governing Body of the Inter-
national Labour Office shall present to the General Conferenceareport on thework-
ing of this Convention and shall examine the desirability of placing on the agenda
of the Conference the question of its revision in whole or in part.

Article 13

1. Should the Conference adopt a new Convention revising this Convention
in whole or in part, then, unless the new Convention otherwise provides:

(a) Theratification by a Member of the new revising Convention shall ipso
jure involve the immediate denunciation of this Convention, notwithstanding the
provisions of article 9 above, if and when the new revising Convention shall have
comeinto force;

(b) Asfrom the date when the new revising Convention comesinto force this
Convention shall cease to be open to ratification by the Members.

2. This Convention shall in any case remain in force in its actual form and
content for those Members which have ratified it but have not ratified the revising
Convention.

Article 14

The English and French versions of the text of this Convention are equally
authoritative.

Theforegoingisthe authentic text of the Convention duly adopted by the Gen-
eral Conference of the International Labour Organisation during its forty-second
session which was held at Geneva and declared closed the twenty-sixth day of June
1958.

IN FAITH WHEREOF We have appended our signaturesthisfifth day of July 1958.



15. International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination

Adopted and opened for signature and ratification by General Assembly
resolution 2106 A (XX) of 21 December 1965

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 4 JANUARY 1969, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 19

The Sates Parties to this Convention,

Considering that the Charter of the United Nations is based on the principles
of the dignity and equality inherent in all human beings, and that all Member States
have pledged themselves to take joint and separate action, in co-operation with the
Organization, for the achievement of one of the purposes of the United Nations
which is to promote and encourage universal respect for and observance of human
rights and fundamental freedomsfor all, without distinction asto race, sex, language
or religion,

Considering that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaims that
al human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is
entitled to al therights and freedoms set out therein, without distinction of any kind,
in particular as to race, colour or national origin,

Considering that all human beings are equal before the law and are entitled to
equal protection of the law against any discrimination and against any incitement to
discrimination,

Considering that the United Nations has condemned colonialism and all prac-
tices of segregation and discrimination associated therewith, in whatever form and
wherever they exist, and that the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples of 14 December 1960 (General Assembly resolu-
tion 1514 (XV)) has affirmed and solemnly proclaimed the necessity of bringing
them to a speedy and unconditional end,

Considering that the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination of 20 November 1963 (General Assembly resolu-
tion 1904 (XV111)) solemnly affirmsthe necessity of speedily eliminating racial dis-
crimination throughout the world in al its forms and manifestations and of securing
understanding of and respect for the dignity of the human person,

Convinced that any doctrine of superiority based on racial differentiation is
scientifically false, morally condemnable, socially unjust and dangerous, and that
thereisno justification for racial discrimination, in theory or in practice, anywhere,

Reaffirming that discri mination between human beings on the grounds of race,
colour or ethnic origin is an obstacle to friendly and peaceful relations among
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nations and is capable of disturbing peace and security among peoples and the har-
mony of persons living side by side even within one and the same State,

Convinced that the existence of racial barriersisrepugnant to the ideal s of any
human society,

Alarmed by manifestations of racial discrimination still in evidence in some
areas of the world and by governmental policies based on racial superiority or
hatred, such as policies of apartheid, segregation or separation,

Resolved to adopt al necessary measures for speedily eliminating racial dis-
crimination in all its forms and manifestations, and to prevent and combat racist
doctrines and practices in order to promote understanding between races and to
build an international community freefrom all forms of racial segregation and racial
discrimination,

Bearing in mind the Convention concerning Discrimination in respect of
Employment and Occupation adopted by the International Labour Organisation in
1958, and the Convention against Discrimination in Education adopted by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in 1960,

Desiring to implement the principles embodied in the United Nations Decla-
ration on the Elimination of All Forms of Racia Discrimination and to secure the
earliest adoption of practical measuresto that end,

Have agreed as follows:

PaRT |

Article 1

1. Inthis Convention, the term “racial discrimination” shall mean any dis-
tinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on race, colour, descent, or
national or ethnic origin which has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing
the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal footing, of human rights and
fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural or any other field
of public life.

2. ThisConvention shall not apply to distinctions, exclusions, restrictions or
preferences made by a State Party to this Convention between citizens and non-cit-
izens.

3. Nothing in this Convention may beinterpreted as affecting in any way the
legal provisions of States Parties concerning nationality, citizenship or naturaiza-
tion, provided that such provisions do not discriminate against any particular nation-
aity.

4. Specia measures taken for the sole purpose of securing adequate
advancement of certain racial or ethnic groups or individual s requiring such protec-
tion as may be necessary in order to ensure such groups or individuals equal enjoy-
ment or exercise of human rights and fundamental freedoms shall not be deemed
racial discrimination, provided, however, that such measures do not, as a conse-
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guence, lead to the maintenance of separate rightsfor different racial groups and that
they shall not be continued after the objectives for which they were taken have been
achieved.

Article 2

1. States Parties condemn racial discrimination and undertake to pursue by
al appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating racial discrimina-
tionin all itsforms and promoting understanding among all races, and, to this end:

(a) Each State Party undertakes to engage in no act or practice of racia dis-
crimination against persons, groups of persons or ingtitutions and to ensure that all
public authorities and public institutions, national and local, shall act in conformity
with this obligation;

(b) Each State Party undertakes not to sponsor, defend or support racial dis-
crimination by any persons or organizations;

(c) Each State Party shall take effective measures to review governmental,
national and local policies, and to amend, rescind or nullify any laws and regulations
which have the effect of creating or perpetuating racial discrimination wherever it
exists;

(d) Each State Party shall prohibit and bring to an end, by all appropriate
means, including legislation as required by circumstances, racial discrimination by
any persons, group or organi zation;

(e) Each State Party undertakes to encourage, where appropriate, integration-
ist multiracial organizations and movements and other means of eliminating barriers
between races, and to discourage anything which tendsto strengthen racial division.

2. StatesPartiesshall, when the circumstances so warrant, take, in the social,
economic, cultural and other fields, special and concrete measuresto ensure the ade-
guate development and protection of certain racial groups or individuals belonging
to them, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the full and equal enjoyment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms. These measures shall in no case entail as
a consequence the maintenance of unequal or separate rights for different racia
groups after the objectives for which they were taken have been achieved.

Article 3

States Parties particularly condemn racial segregation and apartheid and
undertake to prevent, prohibit and eradicate all practices of this nature in territories
under their jurisdiction.

Article 4

States Parties condemn all propaganda and all organizations which are based
on ideas or theories of superiority of one race or group of persons of one colour or
ethnic origin, or which attempt to justify or promoteracial hatred and discrimination
in any form, and undertake to adopt immediate and positive measures designed to
eradicate all incitement to, or acts of, such discrimination and, to this end, with due
regard to the principles embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rightsand
the rights expressly set forth in article 5 of this Convention, inter alia:
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(a) Shall declare an offence punishable by law all dissemination of ideas
based on racial superiority or hatred, incitement to racial discrimination, as well as
al acts of violence or incitement to such acts against any race or group of persons
of another colour or ethnic origin, and also the provision of any assistance to racist
activities, including the financing thereof;

(b) Shall declareillegal and prohibit organizations, and also organized and all
other propaganda activities, which promote and incite racial discrimination, and
shall recognize participation in such organizations or activities as an offence pun-
ishable by law;

(c) sShall not permit public authorities or public institutions, national or local,
to promote or incite racial discrimination.

Article5

In compliance with the fundamental obligations laid down in article 2 of this
Convention, States Parties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate racial discrimina
tionin all its forms and to guarantee the right of everyone, without distinction as to
race, colour, or national or ethnic origin, to equality before the law, notably in the
enjoyment of the following rights:

(@) The right to egqual treatment before the tribunals and al other organs
administering justice;

(b) Theright to security of person and protection by the State against violence
or bodily harm, whether inflicted by government officials or by any individual,
group or institution;

(c) Political rights, in particular the right to participate in elections—to vote
and to stand for election—on the basis of universal and equal suffrage, to take part
in the Government aswell asin the conduct of public affairsat any level and to have
equal accessto public service;

(d) Other civil rights, in particular:
(i) Theright to freedom of movement and residence within the border of the
State;

(ii) The right to leave any country, including one's own, and to return to
one's country;

(iii) Theright to nationality;
(iv) Theright to marriage and choice of spouse;
(v) Theright to own property alone as well as in association with others;
(vi) Theright to inherit;
(vii) Theright to freedom of thought, conscience and religion;
(viii) Theright to freedom of opinion and expression;
(ix) Theright to freedom of peaceful assembly and association;
(e) Economic, social and cultura rights, in particular:
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(i) Therightsto work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable
conditions of work, to protection against unemployment, to equal pay
for equal work, to just and favourable remuneration;

(ii) Theright to form and join trade unions;
(iii) Theright to housing;
(iv) Theright to public health, medical care, social security and social ser-
vices,
(v) Theright to education and training;
(vi) Theright to equal participation in cultural activities;

(f) Theright of access to any place or service intended for use by the general
public, such as transport, hotels, restaurants, cafes, theatres and parks.

Article 6

States Parties shall assure to everyone within their jurisdiction effective pro-
tection and remedi es, through the competent national tribunals and other State insti-
tutions, against any acts of racial discrimination which violate his human rights and
fundamental freedoms contrary to this Convention, aswell asthe right to seek from
such tribunals just and adequate reparation or satisfaction for any damage suffered
as aresult of such discrimination.

Article 7

States Parties undertake to adopt immediate and effective measures, particu-
larly in the fields of teaching, education, culture and information, with a view to
combating prejudices which lead to racial discrimination and to promoting under-
standing, tolerance and friendship among nations and racial or ethnical groups, as
well as to propagating the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations Declara-
tion on the Elimination of All Formsof Racia Discrimination, and this Convention.

ParT Il

Article 8

1. There shall be established a Committee on the Elimination of Racial Dis-
crimination (hereinafter referred to asthe Committee) consisting of eighteen experts
of high moral standing and acknowledged impartiality elected by States Parties
from among their nationals, who shall servein their personal capacity, consideration
being given to equitable geographical distribution and to the representation of the
different forms of civilization as well as of the principal legal systems.

2. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a
list of persons nominated by the States Parties. Each State Party may nominate one
person from among its own nationals.

3. Theinitia election shall be held six months after the date of the entry into
force of this Convention. At least three months before the date of each election the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a letter to the States Parties
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inviting them to submit their nominations within two months. The Secretary-Gen-
eral shall prepare alist in alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated, indicat-
ing the States Parties which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States
Parties.

4. Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at a meeting of
States Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters.
At that meeting, for which two thirds of the States Parties shall constitute a quorum,
the persons el ected to the Committee shall be nominees who obtain the largest num-
ber of votes and an absolute majority of the votes of the representatives of States
Parties present and voting.

5. (@) The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four
years. However, the terms of nine of the members elected at the first election shall
expireat the end of two years; immediately after the first election the names of these
nine members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of the Committee;

(b) For thefilling of casual vacancies, the State Party whose expert has ceased
to function as amember of the Committee shall appoint another expert from among
its nationals, subject to the approval of the Committee.

6. States Parties shall be responsible for the expenses of the members of the
Committee while they are in performance of Committee duties.

Article9

1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Secretary-Genera of the United
Nations, for consideration by the Committee, a report on the legidative, judicial,
administrative or other measures which they have adopted and which give effect to
the provisions of this Convention: (a) within one year after the entry into force of
the Convention for the State concerned; and (b) thereafter every two years and
whenever the Committee so requests. The Committee may request further informa-
tion from the States Parties.

2. The Committee shall report annualy, through the Secretary-General, to
the General Assembly of the United Nations on its activities and may make sugges-
tions and general recommendations based on the examination of the reports and
information received from the States Parties. Such suggestions and general recom-
mendations shall be reported to the General Assembly together with comments, if
any, from States Parties.

Article 10
1. The Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.
2. The Committee shall elect its officers for aterm of two years.

3. Thesecretariat of the Committee shall be provided by the Secretary-Gen-
era of the United Nations.

4. The meetings of the Committee shall normally be held at United Nations
Headquarters.
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Article 11

1. If aState Party considersthat another State Party isnot giving effect to the
provisions of this Convention, it may bring the matter to the attention of the Com-
mittee. The Committee shall then transmit the communication to the State Party
concerned. Within three months, the receiving State shall submit to the Committee
written explanations or statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that
may have been taken by that State.

2. If the matter is not adjusted to the satisfaction of both parties, either by
bilateral negotiations or by any other procedure open to them, within six months
after the receipt by the receiving State of theinitial communication, either State shall
havetheright to refer the matter again to the Committee by notifying the Committee
and also the other State.

3. The Committee shall deal with a matter referred to it in accordance with
paragraph 2 of this article after it has ascertained that all available domestic reme-
dies have been invoked and exhausted in the case, in conformity with the generally
recognized principles of international law. Thisshall not be the rule where the appli-
cation of the remedies is unreasonably prolonged.

4. Inany matter referred to it, the Committee may call upon the States Par-
ties concerned to supply any other relevant information.

5. When any matter arising out of this article is being considered by the
Committee, the States Parties concerned shall be entitled to send a representative to
take part in the proceedings of the Committee, without voting rights, while the mat-
ter is under consideration.

Article 12

1. (a) After the Committee has obtained and collated all the information it
deems necessary, the Chairman shall appoint an ad hoc Conciliation Commission
(hereinafter referred to as the Commission) comprising five persons who may or
may not be members of the Committee. The members of the Commission shall be
appointed with the unanimous consent of the parties to the dispute, and its good
offices shall be made available to the States concerned with a view to an amicable
solution of the matter on the basis of respect for this Convention;

(b) If the States parties to the dispute fail to reach agreement within three
months on all or part of the composition of the Commission, the members of the
Commission not agreed upon by the States parties to the dispute shall be elected by
secret ballot by a two-thirds majority vote of the Committee from among its own
members.

2. The members of the Commission shall serve in their persona capacity.
They shall not be nationals of the States parties to the dispute or of a State not Party
to this Convention.

3. The Commission shall elect its own Chairman and adopt its own rules of
procedure.

4. Themeetingsof the Commission shall normally be held at United Nations
Headquarters or at any other convenient place as determined by the Commission.
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5. Thesecretariat provided in accordancewith article 10, paragraph 3, of this
Convention shall also service the Commission whenever a dispute among States
Parties brings the Commission into being.

6. The States partiesto the dispute shall share equally all the expenses of the
members of the Commission in accordance with estimates to be provided by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

7. The Secretary-General shall be empowered to pay the expenses of the
members of the Commission, if necessary, before reimbursement by the States par-
ties to the dispute in accordance with paragraph 6 of this article.

8. The information obtained and collated by the Committee shall be made
available to the Commission, and the Commission may call upon the States con-
cerned to supply any other relevant information.

Article 13

1. When the Commission has fully considered the matter, it shall prepare
and submit to the Chairman of the Committee areport embodying itsfindingson all
guestions of fact relevant to the issue between the parties and containing such rec-
ommendations as it may think proper for the amicable solution of the dispute.

2. The Chairman of the Committee shall communicate the report of the
Commission to each of the States parties to the dispute. These States shall, within
three months, inform the Chairman of the Committee whether or not they accept the
recommendations contained in the report of the Commission.

3. After the period provided for in paragraph 2 of this article, the Chairman
of the Committee shall communicate the report of the Commission and the declara-
tions of the States Parties concerned to the other States Parties to this Convention.

Article 14

1. A State Party may at any time declare that it recognizes the competence
of the Committee to receive and consider communications from individuals or
groups of individuals within its jurisdiction claiming to be victims of aviolation by
that State Party of any of the rights set forth in this Convention. No communication
shall be received by the Committeeiif it concerns a State Party which has not made
such adeclaration.

2. Any State Party which makes adeclaration as provided for in paragraph 1
of this article may establish or indicate a body within its national legal order which
shall be competent to receive and consider petitions from individuals and groups of
individuals within its jurisdiction who claim to be victims of a violation of any of
the rights set forth in this Convention and who have exhausted other available local
remedies.

3. A declaration made in accordance with paragraph 1 of thisarticle and the
name of any body established or indicated in accordance with paragraph 2 of this
article shall be deposited by the State Party concerned with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations, who shall transmit copies thereof to the other States Parties.
A declaration may be withdrawn at any time by notification to the Secretary-Gen-
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eral, but such a withdrawal shall not affect communications pending before the
Committee.

4. A register of petitions shall be kept by the body established or indicated
in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article, and certified copies of the register
shall be filed annually through appropriate channels with the Secretary-General on
the understanding that the contents shall not be publicly disclosed.

5. Inthe event of failure to obtain satisfaction from the body established or
indicated in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article, the petitioner shall have the
right to communicate the matter to the Committee within six months.

6. (a) The Committee shall confidentially bring any communication
referred to it to the attention of the State Party alleged to be violating any provision
of this Convention, but the identity of the individual or groups of individuals con-
cerned shall not be revealed without his or their express consent. The Committee
shall not receive anonymous communications;

(b) Within three months, the receiving State shall submit to the Committee
written explanations or statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any, that
may have been taken by that State.

7. (a) The Committee shall consider communications in the light of all
information made available to it by the State Party concerned and by the petitioner.
The Committee shall not consider any communication from apetitioner unlessit has
ascertained that the petitioner has exhausted all available domestic remedies. How-
ever, thisshall not be the rule where the application of the remediesis unreasonably
prolonged;

(b) The Committee shall forward its suggestions and recommendations, if
any, to the State Party concerned and to the petitioner.

8. The Committee shall includein itsannual report a summary of such com-
munications and, where appropriate, a summary of the explanations and statements
of the States Parties concerned and of its own suggestions and recommendations.

9. The Committee shall be competent to exercise the functions provided for
in this article only when at |east ten States Parties to this Convention are bound by
declarations in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article.

Article 15

1. Pending the achievement of the objectives of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, the provisions of this Con-
vention shall in no way limit the right of petition granted to these peoples by other
international instruments or by the United Nations and its specialized agencies.

2. (a) The Committee established under article 8, paragraph 1, of this Con-
vention shall receive copies of the petitionsfrom, and submit expressions of opinion
and recommendations on these petitions to, the bodies of the United Nations which
deal with mattersdirectly related to the principles and objectives of this Convention
in their consideration of petitions from the inhabitants of Trust and Non-Self-Gov-
erning Territories and all other territories to which General Assembly resolution
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1514 (XV) applies, relating to matters covered by this Convention which are before
these bodies;

(b) The Committee shall receive from the competent bodies of the United
Nations copies of the reports concerning the legislative, judicial, administrative or
other measures directly related to the principles and objectives of this Convention
applied by the administering Powers within the Territories mentioned in subpara-
graph (a) of this paragraph, and shall express opinions and make recommendations
to these bodies.

3. The Committee shall includein itsreport to the General Assembly asum-
mary of the petitions and reportsit has received from United Nations bodies, and the
expressions of opinion and recommendations of the Committee relating to the said
petitions and reports.

4. The Committee shall request from the Secretary-General of the United
Nations all information relevant to the objectives of this Convention and available
to him regarding the Territories mentioned in paragraph 2 (a) of this article.

Article 16

The provisions of this Convention concerning the settlement of disputes or
complaints shall be applied without prejudice to other procedures for settling dis-
putes or complaintsin the field of discrimination laid down in the constituent instru-
ments of, or conventions adopted by, the United Nations and its specialized agen-
cies, and shall not prevent the States Parties from having recourse to other
procedures for settling a dispute in accordance with general or special international
agreements in force between them.

PART |11

Article 17

1. ThisConvention isopen for signature by any State Member of the United
Nations or member of any of its specialized agencies, by any State Party to the Stat-
ute of the International Court of Justice, and by any other State which has been
invited by the General Assembly of the United Nations to become a Party to this
Convention.

2. ThisConventionissubject to ratification. Instruments of ratification shall
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 18

1. ThisConvention shall be open to accession by any Statereferred toin arti-
cle 17, paragraph 1, of the Convention.

2. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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Article 19

1. ThisConvention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of
the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twenty-seventh
instrument of ratification or instrument of accession.

2. For each State ratifying this Convention or acceding to it after the deposit
of the twenty-seventh instrument of ratification or instrument of accession, the Con-
vention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of the deposit of its
own instrument of ratification or instrument of accession.

Article 20

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall receive and circulate
to all States which are or may become Parties to this Convention reservations made
by States at the time of ratification or accession. Any State which objectsto the res-
ervation shall, within a period of ninety days from the date of the said communica-
tion, notify the Secretary-General that it does not accept it.

2. A reservation incompatible with the object and purpose of this Conven-
tion shall not be permitted, nor shall a reservation the effect of which would inhibit
the operation of any of the bodies established by this Convention be allowed. A res-
ervation shall be considered incompatible or inhibitive if at least two thirds of the
States Parties to this Convention object to it.

3. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time by notification to this effect
addressed to the Secretary-General. Such notification shall take effect on the date
onwhich it is received.

Article 21

A State Party may denounce this Convention by written notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. Denunciation shall take effect one year
after the date of receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General.

Article 22

Any dispute between two or more States Parties with respect to the interpreta-
tion or application of this Convention, which is not settled by negotiation or by the
procedures expressly provided for in this Convention, shall, at the request of any of
the parties to the dispute, be referred to the International Court of Justice for deci-
sion, unless the disputants agree to another mode of settlement.

Article 23

1. A request for the revision of this Convention may be made at any time by
any State Party by means of anotification in writing addressed to the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations.

2. The General Assembly of the United Nations shall decide upon the steps,
if any, to be taken in respect of such arequest.
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Article 24

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred
toinarticle 17, paragraph 1, of this Convention of the following particulars:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under articles 17 and 18;
(b) The date of entry into force of this Convention under article 19;
() Communications and declarations received under articles 14, 20 and 23;

(d) Denunciations under article 21.

Article 25

1. This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the United
Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified cop-
ies of this Convention to all States belonging to any of the categories mentioned in
article 17, paragraph 1, of the Convention.



16. Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice

Adopted and proclaimed by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization at its twentieth session, on 27 November 1978

PrREAMBLE

The General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, meeting at Paris at its twentieth session, from 24 October to
28 November 1978,

Whereasit is stated in the Preamble to the Constitution of UNESCO, adopted
on 16 November 1945, that “the great and terrible war which has now ended was a
war made possible by the denial of the democratic principles of the dignity, equality
and mutual respect of men, and by the propagation, in their place, through ignorance
and prejudice, of the doctrine of the inequality of men and races’, and whereas,
according to Article 1 of the said Constitution, the purpose of UNESCO “isto con-
tribute to peace and security by promoting collaboration among the nations through
education, science and culturein order to further universal respect for justice, for the
rule of law and for the human rights and fundamental freedoms which are affirmed
for the peoples of the world, without distinction of race, sex, language or religion,
by the Charter of the United Nations’,

Recognizing that, more than three decades after the founding of UNESCO,
these principles are just as significant as they were when they were embodied in its
Constitution,

Mindful of the process of decolonization and other historical changes which
have led most of the peoples formerly under foreign rule to recover their sover-
eignty, making the international community a universal and diversified whole and
creating new opportunities of eradicating the scourge of racism and of putting an
end toitsodious manifestationsin all aspects of social and political life, both nation-
aly and internationally,

Convinced that the essential unity of the human race and consequently the fun-
damenta equality of all human beings and all peoples, recognized in the loftiest
expressions of philosophy, morality and religion, reflect an ideal towards which
ethics and science are converging today,

Convinced that all peoples and all human groups, whatever their composition
or ethnic origin, contribute according to their own genius to the progress of the civ-
ilizations and cultures which, in their plurality and as aresult of their interpenetra-
tion, constitute the common heritage of mankind,

Confirming its attachment to the principles proclaimed in the United Nations
Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and its determination to
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promote the implementation of the International Covenants on Human Rights as
well as the Declaration on the Establishment of a New International Economic
Order,

Determined also to promote the implementation of the United Nations Decla-
ration and the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination,

Noting the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide, the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the
Crime of Apartheid and the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory
Limitationsto War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity,

Recalling also the international instruments already adopted by UNESCO,
including in particular the Convention and Recommendation against Discrimination
in Education, the Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers, the Declara-
tion of the Principles of International Cultural Co-operation, the Recommendation
concerning Education for International Understanding, Co-operation and Peace and
Education relating to Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, the Recommenda-
tions on the Status of Scientific Researchers, and the Recommendation on partici-
pation by the people at large in cultural life and their contribution to it,

Bearing in mind the four statements on the race question adopted by experts
convened by UNESCO,

Reaffirming its desire to play a vigorous and constructive part in the imple-
mentation of the programme of the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination, as defined by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its
twenty-eighth session,

Noting with the gravest concern that racism, racial discrimination, colonialism
and apartheid continue to afflict the world in ever-changing forms, as a result both
of the continuation of legislative provisions and government and administrative
practices contrary to the principles of human rights and also of the continued exist-
ence of political and socia structures, and of relationships and attitudes, character-
ized by injustice and contempt for human beings and leading to the exclusion,
humiliation and exploitation, or to the forced assimilation, of the members of disad-
vantaged groups,

Expressing itsindignation at these offences against human dignity, deploring
the obstacles they place in the way of mutual understanding between peoples and
alarmed at the danger of their seriously disturbing international peace and security,

Adoptsand solemnly proclaimsthis Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice:

Article 1

1. All human beings belong to a single species and are descended from a
common stock. They are born equal in dignity and rights and all form an integral
part of humanity.

2. All individuals and groups have theright to be different, to consider them-
selves as different and to be regarded as such. However, the diversity of life styles
and the right to be different may not, in any circumstances, serve as a pretext for
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racial prejudice; they may not justify either inlaw or in fact any discriminatory prac-
tice whatsoever, nor provide a ground for the policy of apartheid, which is the
extreme form of racism.

3. ldentity of origin in no way affects the fact that human beings can and
may live differently, nor does it preclude the existence of differences based on cul-
tural, environmental and historical diversity nor the right to maintain cultural iden-
tity.

4. All peoples of the world possess equal faculties for attaining the highest
level inintellectual, technical, social, economic, cultural and political development.

5. The differences between the achievements of the different peoples are
entirely attributable to geographical, historical, political, economic, socia and cul-
tural factors. Such differences can in no case serve as a pretext for any rank-ordered
classification of nations or peoples.

Article 2

1. Any theory which involves the claim that racial or ethnic groups are
inherently superior or inferior, thus implying that some would be entitled to domi-
nate or eliminate others, presumed to be inferior, or which bases value judgements
on racia differentiation, has no scientific foundation and is contrary to the moral
and ethical principles of humanity.

2. Racism includes racist ideologies, prejudiced attitudes, discriminatory
behaviour, structural arrangements and institutionalized practicesresulting in racial
inequality as well as the fallacious notion that discriminatory relations between
groups are morally and scientifically justifiable; it isreflected in discriminatory pro-
visionsin legislation or regulations and discriminatory practices as well asin anti-
social beliefs and acts; it hinders the devel opment of its victims, perverts those who
practise it, divides nations internally, impedes international co-operation and gives
rise to political tensions between peoples; it is contrary to the fundamental princi-
ples of international law and, consequently, seriously disturbs international peace
and security.

3. Racia prejudice, historically linked with inequalitiesin power, reinforced
by economic and social differences between individuals and groups, and still seek-
ing today to justify such inequalities, istotally without justification.

Article 3

Any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on race, colour, eth-
nic or national origin or religious intolerance motivated by racist considerations,
which destroys or compromises the sovereign equality of States and theright of peo-
plesto self-determination, or which limitsin an arbitrary or discriminatory manner
the right of every human being and group to full development is incompatible with
the requirements of an international order which is just and guarantees respect for
human rights; theright to full development impliesequal accessto the meansof per-
sonal and collective advancement and fulfilment in a climate of respect for the val-
ues of civilizations and cultures, both national and world-wide.
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Article 4

1. Any restriction on the complete self-fulfilment of human beings and free
communication between them which is based on racia or ethnic considerationsis
contrary to the principle of equality in dignity and rights; it cannot be admitted.

2. One of the most serious violations of this principle is represented by
apartheid, which, like genocide, is a crime against humanity, and gravely disturbs
international peace and security.

3. Other policies and practices of racial segregation and discrimination con-
stitute crimes against the conscience and dignity of mankind and may lead to polit-
ical tensions and gravely endanger international peace and security.

Article5

1. Culture, asaproduct of al human beings and acommon heritage of man-
kind, and education in its broadest sense, offer men and women increasingly effec-
tive means of adaptation, enabling them not only to affirm that they are born equal
in dignity and rights, but also to recognize that they should respect the right of all
groupsto their own cultural identity and the development of their distinctive cultural
life within the national and international contexts, it being understood that it rests
with each group to decide in complete freedom on the maintenance, and, if appro-
priate, the adaptation or enrichment of the values which it regards as essential to its
identity.

2. States, in accordance with their constitutional principles and procedures,
aswell asal other competent authorities and the entire teaching profession, have a
responsibility to see that the educational resources of all countries are used to com-
bat racism, more especially by ensuring that curricula and textbooks include scien-
tific and ethical considerations concerning human unity and diversity and that no
invidious distinctions are made with regard to any people; by training teachers to
achieve these ends; by making the resources of the educational system availableto
al groups of the population without racial restriction or discrimination; and by tak-
ing appropriate steps to remedy the handicaps from which certain racial or ethnic
groups suffer with regard to their level of education and standard of living and in
particular to prevent such handicaps from being passed on to children.

3. The mass mediaand those who control or serve them, aswell asall orga-
nized groups within national communities, are urged—uwith due regard to the prin-
ciples embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, particularly the
principle of freedom of expression—to promote understanding, tolerance and
friendship among individuals and groups and to contribute to the eradication of rac-
ism, racial discrimination and racial prejudice, in particular by refraining from pre-
senting a stereotyped, partial, unilateral or tendentious picture of individuals and of
various human groups. Communication between racial and ethnic groups must be a
reciprocal process, enabling them to express themselves and to be fully heard with-
out let or hindrance. The mass media should therefore be freely receptive to ideas of
individuals and groups which facilitate such communication.
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Article 6

1. The State has prime responsibility for ensuring human rights and funda-
mental freedoms on an entirely equal footing in dignity and rightsfor al individuals
and all groups.

2. Sofar asits competence extends and in accordance with its constitutional
principles and procedures, the State should take all appropriate steps, inter alia by
legidation, particularly in the spheres of education, culture and communication, to
prevent, prohibit and eradicate racism, racist propaganda, racial segregation and
apartheid and to encourage the dissemination of knowledge and the findings of
appropriate research in natural and social sciences on the causes and prevention of
racial prejudice and racist attitudes, with due regard to the principles embodied in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the International Covenant on
Civil and Palitical Rights.

3. Since laws proscribing racia discrimination are not in themselves suffi-
cient, it is also incumbent on States to supplement them by administrative machin-
ery for the systematic investigation of instances of racial discrimination, by a com-
prehensive framework of legal remedies against acts of racial discrimination, by
broadly based education and research programmes designed to combat racia preju-
dice and racial discrimination and by programmes of positive political, social, edu-
cationa and cultural measures calculated to promote genuine mutual respect among
groups. Where circumstances warrant, specia programmes should be undertaken to
promote the advancement of disadvantaged groups and, in the case of nationals, to
ensure their effective participation in the decision-making processes of the commu-
nity.

Article 7

In addition to political, economic and social measures, law is one of the prin-
cipal means of ensuring equality in dignity and rights among individuals, and of
curbing any propaganda, any form of organization or any practice whichisbased on
ideas or theories referring to the alleged superiority of racial or ethnic groups or
which seeks to justify or encourage racial hatred and discrimination in any form.
States should adopt such legislation as is appropriate to this end and see that it is
given effect and applied by al their services, with due regard to the principles
embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Such legislation should
form part of a political, economic and social framework conducive to itsimplemen-
tation. Individuals and other lega entities, both public and private, must conform
with such legislation and use all appropriate meansto help the popul ation asawhole
to understand and apply it.

Article 8

1. Individuas, being entitled to an economic, social, cultural and legal order,
on the national and international planes, such as to alow them to exercise all their
capabilities on a basis of entire equality of rights and opportunities, have corre-
sponding duties towards their fellows, towards the society in which they live and
towards the international community. They are accordingly under an obligation to
promote harmony among the peoples, to combat racism and racial prejudice and to
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assist by every means available to them in eradicating racia discriminationin all its
forms.

2. Inthefield of racial prejudice and racist attitudes and practices, specialists
in natural and social sciencesand cultural studies, aswell as scientific organizations
and associations, are called upon to undertake objective research on awideinterdis-
ciplinary basis; all States should encourage them to this end.

3. Itis,inparticular, incumbent upon such specialiststo ensure, by all means
available to them, that their research findings are not misinterpreted, and also that
they assist the public in understanding such findings.

Article9

1. Theprinciple of the equality in dignity and rights of all human beings and
all peoples, irrespective of race, colour and origin, is a generally accepted and rec-
ognized principle of international law. Consequently any form of racial discrimina-
tion practised by a State constitutes a violation of international law giving riseto its
international responsibility.

2. Specia measures must be taken to ensure equality in dignity and rightsfor
individuals and groups wherever necessary, while ensuring that they are not such as
to appear racialy discriminatory. In this respect, particular attention should be paid
to racia or ethnic groups which are socially or economically disadvantaged, so as
to afford them, on a completely equal footing and without discrimination or restric-
tion, the protection of the laws and regulations and the advantages of the social mea-
suresin force, in particular in regard to housing, employment and health; to respect
the authenticity of their culture and values; and to facilitate their social and occupa-
tional advancement, especially through education.

3. Population groups of foreign origin, particularly migrant workers and
their families who contribute to the development of the host country, should benefit
from appropriate measures designed to afford them security and respect for their
dignity and cultural values and to facilitate their adaptation to the host environment
and their professional advancement with aview to their subsequent reintegration in
their country of origin and their contribution to its development; steps should be
taken to make it possible for their children to be taught their mother tongue.

4. Existing disequilibriain international economic relations contributeto the
exacerbation of racism and racia prejudice; all States should consequently endeav-
our to contribute to the restructuring of the international economy on a more equi-
table basis.

Article 10

International organizations, whether universal or regional, governmental or
non-governmental, are called upon to co-operate and assist, so far astheir respective
fields of competence and means allow, in the full and complete implementation of
the principles set out in this Declaration, thus contributing to the legitimate struggle
of al men, born equal in dignity and rights, against the tyranny and oppression of
racism, racial segregation, apartheid and genocide, so that all the peoples of the
world may be forever delivered from these scourges.



17.  Convention against Discrimination in Education

Adopted by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization on 14 December 1960

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 22 MAY 1962, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 14

The General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, meeting in Paris from 14 November to 15 December 1960,
at its eleventh session,

Recalling that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights assertsthe principle
of non-discrimination and proclaims that every person has the right to education,

Considering that discrimination in education is a violation of rights enunci-
ated in that Declaration,

Considering that, under the terms of its Constitution, the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization has the purpose of instituting collab-
oration among the nations with a view to furthering for all universal respect for
human rights and equality of educational opportunity,

Recognizing that, consequently, the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, while respecting the diversity of national educational
systems, has the duty not only to proscribe any form of discrimination in education
but also to promote equality of opportunity and treatment for al in education,

Having before it proposals concerning the different aspects of discrimination
in education, constituting item 17.1.4 of the agenda of the session,

Having decided at its tenth session that this question should be made the sub-
ject of aninternational convention aswell asof recommendationsto Member States,

Adopts this Convention on the fourteenth day of December 1960.

Article 1

1. For the purpose of this Convention, the term “discrimination” includes
any distinction, exclusion, limitation or preference which, being based on race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,
economic condition or birth, has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing
equality of treatment in education and in particular:

(a) Of depriving any person or group of persons of access to education of any
typeor at any level;

(b) Of limiting any person or group of persons to education of an inferior
standard;
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(c) Subject to the provisions of article 2 of this Convention, of establishing or
maintaining separate educational systems or institutions for persons or groups of
persons; or

(d) Of inflicting on any person or group of persons conditions which are
incompatible with the dignity of man.

2. For the purposes of this Convention, the term “education” refers to all
types and levels of education, and includes access to education, the standard and
quality of education, and the conditions under which it is given.

Article 2

When permitted in a State, the following situations shall not be deemed to con-
stitute discrimination, within the meaning of article 1 of this Convention:

(@) The establishment or maintenance of separate educational systems or
ingtitutions for pupils of the two sexes, if these systems or institutions offer equiva-
lent access to education, provide a teaching staff with qualifications of the same
standard as well as school premises and equipment of the same quality, and afford
the opportunity to take the same or equivalent courses of study;

(b) The establishment or maintenance, for religious or linguistic reasons, of
separate educational systems or ingtitutions offering an education which isin keep-
ing with the wishes of the pupil’s parents or legal guardians, if participationin such
systems or attendance at such institutions is optional and if the education provided
conforms to such standards as may be laid down or approved by the competent
authorities, in particular for education of the same level;

(c) The establishment or maintenance of private educationa ingtitutions, if
the object of the institutions is not to secure the exclusion of any group but to pro-
vide educational facilitiesin addition to those provided by the public authorities, if
the institutions are conducted in accordance with that object, and if the education
provided conforms with such standards as may be laid down or approved by the
competent authorities, in particular for education of the same level.

Article 3

In order to eiminate and prevent discrimination within the meaning of this
Convention, the States Parties thereto undertake:

(a) To abrogate any statutory provisions and any administrative instructions
and to discontinue any administrative practices which involve discrimination in
education;

(b) To ensure, by legislation where necessary, that there is no discrimination
in the admission of pupils to educational institutions;

(c) Not to allow any differences of treatment by the public authorities
between nationals, except on the basis of merit or need, in the matter of school fees
and the grant of scholarships or other forms of assistance to pupils and necessary
permits and facilities for the pursuit of studiesin foreign countries,
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(d) Nottoalow, inany form of assistance granted by the public authoritiesto
educational institutions, any restrictions or preference based solely on the ground
that pupils belong to a particular group;

(e) Togiveforeign nationals resident within their territory the same accessto
education as that given to their own nationals.

Article4

The States Parties to this Convention undertake furthermore to formulate,
develop and apply a national policy which, by methods appropriate to the circum-
stances and to national usage, will tend to promote equality of opportunity and of
treatment in the matter of education and in particular:

(@) To make primary education free and compul sory; make secondary educa-
tioninitsdifferent forms generally available and accessible to all; make higher edu-
cation equally accessible to all on the basis of individual capacity; assure compli-
ance by all with the obligation to attend school prescribed by law;

(b) To ensure that the standards of education are equivalent in all public edu-
cation institutions of the same level, and that the conditions relating to the quality
of education provided are also equivalent;

(c) To encourage and intensify by appropriate methods the education of per-
sons who have not received any primary education or who have not completed the
entire primary education course and the continuation of their education on the basis
of individual capacity;

(d) To provide training for the teaching profession without discrimination.

Article5
1. The States Parties to this Convention agree that:

(a) Education shall be directed to the full development of the human person-
ality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms; it shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations,
racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for
the maintenance of peace;

(b) It is essentia to respect the liberty of parents and, where applicable, of
legal guardians, firstly to choose for their children institutions other than those
maintained by the public authorities but conforming to such minimum educational
standards as may be laid down or approved by the competent authorities and, sec-
ondly, to ensure in amanner consistent with the procedures followed in the State for
the application of itslegislation, the religious and moral education of the childrenin
conformity with their own convictions; and no person or group of persons should be
compelled to receive religious instruction inconsistent with his or their conviction;

(c) Itisessential to recognize the right of members of national minorities to
carry on their own educational activities, including the maintenance of schools and,
depending on the educational policy of each State, the use or the teaching of their
own language, provided however:
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(i) That thisright is not exercised in a manner which prevents the members
of these minorities from understanding the culture and language of the
community as a whole and from participating in its activities, or which
prejudices national sovereignty;

(ii) That the standard of education is not lower than the general standard laid
down or approved by the competent authorities; and

(iii) That attendance at such schoolsis optional.

2. The States Partiesto this Convention undertake to take all necessary mea-
sures to ensure the application of the principles enunciated in paragraph 1 of this
article.

Article 6

In the application of this Convention, the States Parties to it undertake to pay
the greatest attention to any recommendations hereafter adopted by the General
Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
defining the measures to be taken against the different forms of discrimination in
education and for the purpose of ensuring equality of opportunity and treatment in
education.

Article7

The States Parties to this Convention shall in their periodic reports submitted
to the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization on dates and in amanner to be determined by it, give information
on the legidlative and administrative provisions which they have adopted and other
action which they have taken for the application of this Convention, including that
taken for the formulation and the development of the national policy defined in arti-
cle4 aswell asthe results achieved and the obstacles encountered in the application
of that policy.

Article 8

Any dispute which may arise between any two or more States Parties to this
Convention concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention whichis
not settled by negotiations shall at the request of the parties to the dispute be
referred, failing other means of settling the dispute, to the International Court of Jus-
tice for decision.

Article 9

Reservations to this Convention shall not be permitted.

Article 10

This Convention shall not have the effect of diminishing the rightswhich indi-
viduals or groups may enjoy by virtue of agreements concluded between two or
more States, where such rights are not contrary to the letter or spirit of this Conven-
tion.
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Article 11

This Convention is drawn up in English, French, Russian and Spanish, the
four texts being equally authoritative.

Article 12

1. This Convention shall be subject to ratification or acceptance by States
Members of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
in accordance with their respective constitutional procedures.

2. Theinstruments of ratification or acceptance shall be deposited with the
Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization.

Article 13

1. This Convention shall be open to accession by all States not Members of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization which are
invited to do so by the Executive Board of the Organization.

2. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession
with the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization.

Article 14

This Convention shall enter into force three months after the date of the
deposit of thethird instrument of ratification, acceptance or accession, but only with
respect to those States which have deposited their respective instruments on or
before that date. It shall enter into force with respect to any other State three months
after the deposit of itsinstrument of ratification, acceptance or accession.

Article 15

The States Parties to this Convention recognize that the Convention is appli-
cablenot only to their metropolitan territory but also to all non-self-governing, trust,
colonial and other territoriesfor theinternational relations of which they are respon-
sible; they undertake to consult, if necessary, the governments or other competent
authorities of these territories on or before ratification, acceptance or accession with
a view to securing the application of the Convention to those territories, and to
notify the Director-Genera of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization of the territories to which it is accordingly applied, the notifica-
tion to take effect three months after the date of its receipt.

Article 16

1. Each State Party to this Convention may denounce the Convention on its
own behalf or on behalf of any territory for whose international relations it is
responsible.

2. Thedenunciation shall be notified by an instrument in writing, deposited
with the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization.
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3. The denunciation shall take effect twelve months after the receipt of the
instrument of denunciation.

Article 17

The Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization shall inform the States Members of the Organization, the States
not members of the Organization which are referred to in article 13, as well as the
United Nations, of the deposit of all the instruments of ratification, acceptance and
accession provided for in articles 12 and 13, and of notifications and denunciations
provided for in articles 15 and 16 respectively.

Article 18

1. ThisConvention may be revised by the General Conference of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Any such revision shall,
however, bind only the Stateswhich shall become Partiesto the revising convention.

2. If the General Conference should adopt a new convention revising this
Conventionin whole or in part, then, unless the new convention otherwise provides,
this Convention shall cease to be open to ratification, acceptance or accession as
from the date on which the new revising convention entersinto force.

Article 19

In conformity with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations, this Con-
vention shall be registered with the Secretariat of the United Nations at the request
of the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization.

DoNE in Paris, this fifteenth day of December 1960, in two authentic copies
bearing the signatures of the President of the eleventh session of the General
Conference and of the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization, which shall be deposited in the archives of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, and certified true
copies of which shall be delivered to all the States referred to in articles 12 and 13
aswell asto the United Nations.

Theforegoingisthe authentic text of the Convention duly adopted by the Gen-
eral Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation during its eleventh session, which was held in Paris and declared closed the
fifteenth day of December 1960.

IN FAITH WHEREOF we have appended our signatures this fifteenth day of
December 1960.



18. Protocol Instituting a Conciliation and Good Offices Commission to be
responsible for seeking a settlement of any disputes which may arise
between States Parties to the Convention against Discrimination in
Education

Adopted by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization on 10 December 1962

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 24 OCTOBER 1968, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 24

The General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, meeting in Paris from 9 November to 12 December 1962, at
its twelfth session,

Having adopted, at its eleventh session, the Convention against Discrimina-
tion in Education,

Desirous of facilitating the implementation of that Convention, and

Considering that it is important, for this purpose, to institute a Conciliation
and Good Offices Commission to be responsible for seeking the amicable settle-
ment of any disputes which may arise between States Parties to the Convention,
concerning its application or interpretation,

Adopts this Protocol on the tenth day of December 1962.

Article 1

There shall be established under the auspices of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization a Conciliation and Good Offices Com-
mission, hereinafter referred to asthe Commission, to be responsiblefor seeking the
amicable settlement of disputes between States Parties to the Convention against
Discrimination in Education, hereinafter referred to as the Convention, concerning
the application or interpretation of the Convention.

Article 2

1. The Commission shall consist of eleven memberswho shall be persons of
high moral standing and acknowledged impartiality and shall be elected by the Gen-
eral Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation, hereinafter referred to as the General Conference.

2. The members of the Commission shall serve in their personal capacity.

Article 3

1. The members of the Commission shall be elected from a list of persons
nominated for the purpose by the States Parties to this Protocol. Each State shall,
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after consulting its National Commission for UNESCO, nominate not more than
four persons. These persons must be nationals of States Parties to this Protocol.

2. At least four months before the date of each election to the Commission,
the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, hereinafter referred to as the Director-General, shall invite the States
Parties to the present Protocol to send within two months, their nominations of the
persons referred to in paragraph 1 of thisarticle. He shall prepare alist in al phabet-
ical order of the persons thus nominated and shall submit it, at least one month
before the election, to the Executive Board of the United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization, hereinafter referred to as the Executive Board,
and to the States Parties to the Convention. The Executive Board shall transmit the
aforementioned list, with such suggestions asit may consider useful, to the General
Conference, which shall carry out the election of members of the Commission in
conformity with the procedure it normally follows in elections of two or more
persons.

Article 4

1. The Commission may not include more than one national of the same
State.

2. Inthe election of members of the Commission, the General Conference
shall endeavour to include persons of recognized competence in the field of educa-
tion and persons having judicia experience or legal experience particularly of an
international character. It shall also give consideration to equitable geographical dis-
tribution of membership and to the representation of the different forms of civiliza-
tion aswell as of the principal legal systems.

Article5

The members of the Commission shall be elected for aterm of six years. They
shall be eligible for re-election if renominated. The terms of four of the members
elected at the first election shall, however, expire at the end of two years, and the
terms of three other members at the end of four years. Immediately after the first
election, the names of these members shall be chosen by lot by the President of the
General Conference.

Article 6

1. Intheevent of the death or resignation of a member of the Commission,
the Chairman shall immediately notify the Director-General, who shall declare the
seat vacant from the date of death or the date on which the resignation takes effect.

2. If, inthe unanimous opinion of the other members, amember of the Com-
mission has ceased to carry out his functions for any cause other than absence of a
temporary character or is unable to continue the discharge of his duties, the Chair-
man of the Commission shall notify the Director-General and shall thereupon
declare the seat of such member to be vacant.

3. The Director-General shall inform the Member States of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, and any States not mem-
bers of the Organization which have become Parties to this Protocol under the pro-
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visionsof article 23, of any vacancies which have occurred in accordance with para-
graphs 1 and 2 of this article.

4. Ineach of the cases provided for by paragraphs 1 and 2 of thisarticle, the
General Conference shall arrange for the replacement of the member whose seat has
fallen vacant for the unexpired portion of histerm of office.

Article 7

Subject to the provisions of article 6, a member of the Commission shall
remain in office until his successor takes up his duties.

Article 8

1. If the Commission does hot include amember of the nationality of a State
which is party to a dispute referred to it under the provisions of article 12 or article
13, that State, or if thereis more than one, each of those States, may choose a person
to sit on the Commission as a member ad hoc.

2. The States thus choosing a member ad hoc shall have regard to the qual -
ities required of members of the Commission by virtue of article 2, paragraph 1, and
article4, paragraphs 1 and 2. Any member ad hoc thus chosen shall be of the nation-
dity of the State which chooses him or of a State Party to the Protocol, and shall
servein apersonal capacity.

3. Shouldthere be several States Partiesto the dispute having the sameinter-
est they shall, for the purpose of choosing members ad hoc, be reckoned as one party
only. The manner in which this provision shall be applied shall be determined by the
Rules of Procedure of the Commission referred to in article 11.

Article9

Members of the Commission and members ad hoc chosen under the provi-
sions of article 8 shall receive travel and per diem allowances in respect of the peri-
ods during which they are engaged on the work of the Commission from the
resources of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
on terms laid down by the Executive Board.

Article 10
The secretariat of the Commission shall be provided by the Director-General.

Article 11

1. TheCommission shall elect its Chairman and Vice-Chairman for aperiod
of two years. They may be re-elected.

2. The Commission shall establish its own Rules of Procedure, but these
rules shall provide, inter alia, that:

(a) Two thirds of the members, including the members ad hoc, if any, shall
constitute a quorum,;
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(b) Decisions of the Commission shall be made by a majority vote of the
members and members ad hoc present; if the votes are equally divided, the Chair-
man shall have a casting vote;

(c) If aStaterefersamatter to the Commission under article 12 or article 13:

(i) Such State, the State complained against, and any State Party to this Pro-
tocol whose national is concerned in such matter may make submissions
in writing to the Commission;

(if) Such State and the State complained against shall have the right to be rep-
resented at the hearings of the matter and to make submissions orally.

3. The Commission, on the occasion when it first proposes to establish its
Rules of Procedure, shall send them in draft form to the States then Parties to the
Protocol who may communicate any observation and suggestion they may wish to
make within three months. The Commission shall re-examineits Rules of Procedure
if at any time so requested by any State Party to the Protocol.

Article 12

1. If a State Party to this Protocol considers that another State Party is not
giving effect to a provision of the Convention, it may, by written communication,
bring the matter to the attention of that State. Within three months after the receipt
of the communication, the receiving State shall afford the complaining State an
explanation or statement in writing concerning the matter, which should include, to
the extent possible and pertinent, references to procedures and remedies taken, or
pending, or available in the matter.

2. If the matter is not adjusted to the satisfaction of both parties, either by
bilateral negotiations or by any other procedure open to them, within six months
after the receipt by the receiving State of theinitial communication, either State shall
have theright to refer the matter to the Commission, by notice given to the Director-
General and to the other State.

3. The provisions of the preceding paragraphs shall not affect the rights of
States Parties to have recourse, in accordance with general or special international
agreements in force between them, to other procedures for settling disputes includ-
ing that of referring disputes by mutual consent to the Permanent Court of Arbitra-
tion at The Hague.

Article 13

From the beginning of the sixth year after the entry into force of this Protocol,
the Commission may also be made responsiblefor seeking the settlement of any dis-
pute concerning the application or interpretation of the Convention arising between
States which are Parties to the Convention but are not, or are not all, Parties to this
Protocol, if the said States agree to submit such disputeto the Commission. The con-
ditionsto befulfilled by the said States in reaching agreement shall be laid down by
the Commission’s Rules of Procedure.
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Article 14

The Commission shall deal with amatter referred to it under article 12 or arti-
cle 13 of this Protocol only after it has ascertained that all available domestic rem-
edies have been invoked and exhausted in the case, in conformity with the generally
recognized principles of international law.

Article 15

Except in cases where new elements have been submitted to it, the Commis-
sion shall not consider matters it has already dealt with.

Article 16

In any matter referred to it, the Commission may call upon the States con-
cerned to supply any relevant information.

Article 17

1. Subjecttotheprovisionsof article 14, the Commission, after obtaining all
the information it thinks necessary, shall ascertain the facts, and make available its
good offices to the States concerned with aview to an amicable solution of the mat-
ter on the basis of respect for the Convention.

2. The Commission shall in every case, and in no event later than eighteen
months after the date of receipt by the Director-Genera of the notice under article
12, paragraph 2, draw up areport in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3
below which will be sent to the States concerned and then communicated to the
Director-General for publication. When an advisory opinion is requested of the
International Court of Justice, in accordance with article 18, the time-limit shall be
extended appropriately.

3. If asolution within the terms of paragraph 1 of this articleis reached, the
Commission shall confineits report to a brief statement of the facts and of the solu-
tion reached. If such a solution is not reached, the Commission shall draw up a
report on the facts and indicate the recommendations which it made with aview to
conciliation. If the report does not represent in whole or in part the unanimous opin-
ion of the members of the Commission, any member of the Commission shall be
entitled to attach to it a separate opinion. The written and oral submissions made by
the parties to the case in accordance with article 11, paragraph 2 (c), shall be
attached to the report.

Article 18

The Commission may recommend to the Executive Board, or to the General
Conference if the recommendation is made within two months before the opening
of one of its sessions, that the International Court of Justice be requested to give an
advisory opinion on any legal question connected with amatter laid before the Com-
mission.
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Article 19

The Commission shall submit to the General Conference at each of itsregular
sessions areport on its activities, which shall be transmitted to the General Confer-
ence by the Executive Board.

Article 20

1. The Director-General shall convene the first meeting of the Commission
at the Headquarters of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization within three months after its nomination by the General Conference.

2. Subseguent meetings of the Commission shall be convened when neces-
sary by the Chairman of the Commission to whom, as well asto all other members
of the Commission, the Director-General shall transmit all matters referred to the
Commission in accordance with the provisions of this Protocol.

3. Notwithstanding paragraph 2 of thisarticle, when at least one third of the
members of the Commission consider that the Commi ssion should examine amatter
in accordance with the provisions of this Protocol, the Chairman shall on their so
requiring convene a meeting of the Commission for that purpose.

Article 21

The present Protocol isdrawn up in English, French, Russian and Spanish, all
four texts being equally authentic.

Article 22

1. ThisProtocol shall be subject to ratification or acceptance by StatesMem-
bers of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization which
are Parties to the Convention.

2. Theinstruments of ratification or acceptance shall be deposited with the
Director-General.

Article 23

1. ThisProtocol shall be open to accession by all States not Members of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization which are Parties
to the Convention.

2. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession
with the Director-General.

Article 24

This Protocol shall enter into force three months after the date of the deposit
of the fifteenth instrument of ratification, acceptance or accession, but only with
respect to those States which have deposited their respective instruments on or
before that date. It shall enter into force with respect to any other State three months
after the deposit of itsinstrument of ratification, acceptance or accession.
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Article 25

Any State may, at the time of ratification, acceptance or accession or at any
subsequent date, declare, by notification to the Director-General, that it agrees, with
respect to any other State assuming the same obligation, to refer to the International
Court of Justice, after the drafting of the report provided for in article 17, paragraph
3, any dispute covered by this Protocol on which no amicable solution has been
reached in accordance with article 17, paragraph 1.

Article 26
1. Each State Party to this Protocol may denounceit.

2. Thedenunciation shall be notified by an instrument in writing, deposited
with the Director-General.

3. Denunciation of the Convention shall automatically entail denunciation
of this Protocol.

4. The denunciation shall take effect twelve months after the receipt of the
instrument of denunciation. The State denouncing the Protocol shall, however,
remain bound by its provisions in respect of any cases concerning it which have
been referred to the Commission before the end of the time-limit stipulated in this

paragraph.

Article 27

The Director-Genera shall inform the States Members of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the States not Members of the
organization which arereferred to in article 23, aswell asthe United Nations, of the
deposit of al the instruments of ratification, acceptance and accession provided for
inarticles 22 and 23, and of the notifications and denunciations provided for in arti-
cles 25 and 26 respectively.

Article 28

In conformity with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations, this Pro-
tocol shall be registered with the Secretariat of the United Nations at the request of
the Director-General.

DoNE in Paris, this eighteenth day of December 1962, in two authentic copies
bearing the signatures of the President of the twelfth session of the General Confer-
ence and of the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, which shall be deposited in the archives of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, and certified true copies
of which shall be delivered to all the States referred to in articles 12 and 13 of the
Convention against Discrimination in Education as well as to the United Nations.

Theforegoing isthe authentic text of the Protocol duly adopted by the General
Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
during its twelfth session, which was held in Paris and declared closed the twelfth
day of December 1962.
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IN FAITH WHEREOF We have appended our signatures this eighteenth day of
December 1962.



19. Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief

Proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 36/55 of 25 November 1981

The General Assembly,

Considering that one of the basic principles of the Charter of the United
Nationsisthat of the dignity and equality inherent in all human beings, and that all
Member States have pledged themsel vesto take joint and separate action in co-oper-
ation with the Organization to promote and encourage universal respect for and
observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction
asto race, sex, language or religion,

Considering that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Interna-
tional Covenants on Human Rights proclaim the principles of non-discrimination
and equality beforethelaw and theright to freedom of thought, conscience, religion
and belief,

Considering that the disregard and infringement of human rights and funda-
mental freedoms, in particular of the right to freedom of thought, conscience, reli-
gion or whatever belief, have brought, directly or indirectly, warsand great suffering
to mankind, especially where they serve as a means of foreign interference in the
internal affairs of other States and amount to kindling hatred between peoples and
nations,

Considering that religion or belief, for anyone who professes either, is one of
the fundamental elements in his conception of life and that freedom of religion or
belief should be fully respected and guaranteed,

Considering that it is essential to promote understanding, tolerance and
respect in matters relating to freedom of religion and belief and to ensure that the
use of religion or belief for endsinconsistent with the Charter of the United Nations,
other relevant instruments of the United Nations and the purposes and principles of
the present Declaration is inadmissible,

Convinced that freedom of religion and belief should aso contribute to the
attainment of the goals of world peace, social justice and friendship among peoples
and to the elimination of ideologies or practices of coloniaism and racia
discrimination,

Noting with satisfaction the adoption of several, and the coming into force of
some, conventions, under the aegis of the United Nations and of the specialized
agencies, for the elimination of various forms of discrimination,

Concerned by manifestations of intolerance and by the existence of discrimi-
nation in matters of religion or belief still in evidence in some areas of the world,
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Resolved to adopt all necessary measures for the speedy elimination of such
intolerance in all its forms and manifestations and to prevent and combat discrimi-
nation on the ground of religion or belief,

Proclaimsthis Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and
of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief:

Article 1

1. Everyone shall have theright to freedom of thought, conscience and reli-
gion. This right shall include freedom to have a religion or whatever belief of his
choice, and freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public
or private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and
teaching.

2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to
have areligion or belief of his choice.

3. Freedom to manifest one'sreligion or belief may be subject only to such
limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order,
health or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.

Article 2

1. Nooneshall be subject to discrimination by any State, institution, group
of persons, or person on the grounds of religion or other belief.

2. For the purposes of the present Declaration, the expression “intolerance
and discrimination based on religion or belief” means any distinction, exclusion,
restriction or preference based on religion or belief and having as its purpose or as
its effect nullification or impairment of the recognition, enjoyment or exercise of
human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis.

Article 3

Discrimination between human beings on the grounds of religion or belief
constitutes an affront to human dignity and a disavowal of the principles of the
Charter of the United Nations, and shall be condemned as a violation of the human
rightsand fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and enunciated in detail in the International Covenants on Human Rights,
and as an obstacle to friendly and peaceful relations between nations.

Article 4

1. All States shall take effective measures to prevent and eliminate discrim-
ination on the grounds of religion or belief in the recognition, exercise and enjoy-
ment of human rights and fundamental freedoms in al fields of civil, economic,
political, socia and culturd life.

2. All States shall make all efforts to enact or rescind legislation where nec-
essary to prohibit any such discrimination, and to take all appropriate measures to
combat intolerance on the grounds of religion or other beliefs in this matter.
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Article5

1. The parents or, as the case may be, the lega guardians of the child have
the right to organize the life within the family in accordance with their religion or
belief and bearing in mind the moral education in which they believe the child
should be brought up.

2. Every child shall enjoy the right to have access to education in the matter
of religion or belief in accordance with the wishes of his parents or, as the case may
be, legal guardians, and shall not be compelled to receive teaching on religion or
belief against the wishes of his parents or legal guardians, the best interests of the
child being the guiding principle.

3. The child shall be protected from any form of discrimination on the
ground of religion or belief. He shall be brought up in a spirit of understanding, tol-
erance, friendship among peoples, peace and universa brotherhood, respect for
freedom of religion or belief of others, and in full consciousness that his energy and
talents should be devoted to the service of his fellow men.

4. Inthe case of achild who is not under the care either of his parents or of
legal guardians, due account shall be taken of their expressed wishes or of any other
proof of their wishesin the matter of religion or belief, the best interests of the child
being the guiding principle.

5. Practicesof areligion or belief in which achild is brought up must not be
injurious to his physical or mental health or to his full development, taking into
account article 1, paragraph 3, of the present Declaration.

Article 6

In accordance with article 1 of the present Declaration, and subject to the pro-
visions of article 1, paragraph 3, the right to freedom of thought, conscience, reli-
gion or belief shall include, inter alia, the following freedoms:

(a) To worship or assemble in connection with a religion or belief, and to
establish and maintain places for these purposes,

(b) To establish and maintain appropriate charitable or humanitarian institu-
tions;

(c) Tomake, acquire and use to an adequate extent the necessary articles and
materials related to the rites or customs of areligion or belief;

(d) Towrite, issue and disseminate relevant publicationsin these areas;
(e) Toteach areligion or belief in places suitable for these purposes,

(f) To solicit and receive voluntary financial and other contributions from
individuals and institutions;

(g) To train, appoint, elect or designate by succession appropriate leaders
called for by the requirements and standards of any religion or belief;
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(h) Toobservedaysof rest and to celebrate holidays and ceremoniesin accor-
dance with the precepts of one’sreligion or belief;

(i) To establish and maintain communications with individuals and commu-
nitiesin matters of religion and belief at the national and international levels.

Article7

Therights and freedoms set forth in the present Declaration shall be accorded
in national legislation in such a manner that everyone shall be able to avail himself
of such rights and freedoms in practice.

Article 8

Nothing in the present Declaration shall be construed as restricting or derogat-
ing from any right defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenants on Human Rights.






F. RIGHTS OF WOMEN

20. Convention on the Elimination of All Formsof Discrimination
against Women

Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by
General Assembly resolution 34/180 of 18 December 1979

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 3 SEPTEMBER 1981, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 27(1)

The Sates Parties to the present Convention,

Noting that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirms faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the egqual rights
of men and women,

Noting that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms the principle
of the inadmissibility of discrimination and proclaimsthat all human beingsare born
free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyoneis entitled to all the rights and
freedoms set forth therein, without distinction of any kind, including distinction
based on sex,

Noting that the States Parties to the International Covenants on Human Rights
have the obligation to ensure the equa rights of men and women to enjoy all eco-
nomic, social, cultural, civil and political rights,

Considering theinternationa conventions concluded under the auspices of the
United Nations and the specialized agencies promoting equality of rights of men and
women,

Noting also the resol utions, declarations and recommendations adopted by the
United Nations and the specialized agencies promoting equality of rights of men and
women,

Concerned, however, that despite these various instruments extensive dis-
crimination against women continues to exist,

Recalling that discrimination against women violates the principles of equal-
ity of rights and respect for human dignity, is an obstacle to the participation of
women, on equal terms with men, in the political, social, economic and cultural life
of their countries, hampersthe growth of the prosperity of society and the family and
makes more difficult the full development of the potentialities of women in the ser-
vice of their countries and of humanity,
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Concerned that in situations of poverty women have the least access to food,
health, education, training and opportunities for employment and other needs,

Convinced that the establishment of the new international economic order
based on equity and justice will contribute significantly towards the promation of
equality between men and women,

Emphasizing that the eradication of apartheid, all forms of racism, racial dis-
crimination, colonialism, neo-colonialism, aggression, foreign occupation and dom-
ination and interference in the internal affairs of Statesis essential to the full enjoy-
ment of the rights of men and women,

Affirming that the strengthening of international peace and security, the relax-
ation of international tension, mutual co-operation among al States irrespective of
their social and economic systems, general and complete disarmament, in particular
nuclear disarmament under strict and effectiveinternational control, the affirmation
of the principles of justice, equality and mutual benefit in relations among countries
and the realization of the right of peoples under alien and colonial domination and
foreign occupation to self-determination and independence, as well as respect for
national sovereignty and territorial integrity, will promote social progressand devel-
opment and as a consequence will contribute to the attainment of full equality
between men and women,

Convinced that the full and complete development of acountry, the welfare of
the world and the cause of peace require the maximum participation of women on
equal termswith menin all fields,

Bearing in mind the great contribution of women to the welfare of the family
and to the devel opment of society, so far not fully recognized, the social significance
of maternity and the role of both parentsin the family and in the upbringing of chil-
dren, and aware that the role of women in procreation should not be abasisfor dis-
crimination but that the upbringing of children requires a sharing of responsibility
between men and women and society as awhole,

Awarethat achangein the traditional role of men aswell astherole of women
in society and in the family is needed to achieve full equality between men and
women,

Determined to implement the principles set forth in the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women and, for that purpose, to adopt the
measures required for the elimination of such discrimination in all its forms and
manifestations,

Have agreed on the following:

PART |

Article 1

For the purposes of the present Convention, the term “ discrimination against
women” shall mean any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex
which has the effect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoy-
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ment or exercise by women, irrespective of their marital status, on abasis of equality
of men and women, of human rights and fundamental freedomsin the political, eco-
nomic, social, cultural, civil or any other field.

Article 2

States Parties condemn discrimination against women in all itsforms, agreeto
pursue by al appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating discrim-
ination against women and, to this end, undertake:

(@) To embody the principle of the equality of men and women in their
national constitutions or other appropriate legislation if not yet incorporated therein
and to ensure, through law and other appropriate means, the practical realization of
this principle;

(b) To adopt appropriate legislative and other measures, including sanctions
where appropriate, prohibiting all discrimination against women;

(c) Toestablishlegal protection of the rights of women on an equal basiswith
men and to ensure through competent national tribunalsand other public institutions
the effective protection of women against any act of discrimination;

(d) To refrain from engaging in any act or practice of discrimination against
women and to ensure that public authorities and institutions shall act in conformity
with this obligation;

(e) To take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against
women by any person, organization or enterprise;

() To take al appropriate measures, including legislation, to modify or abol-
ish existing laws, regulations, customs and practices which constitute discrimina-
tion against women;

(g9) To repea al national penal provisions which constitute discrimination
against women.

Article 3

States Parties shall take in all fields, in particular in the political, social, eco-
nomic and cultural fields, all appropriate measures, including legislation, to ensure
the full development and advancement of women, for the purpose of guaranteeing
them the exercise and enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms on a
basis of equality with men.

Article 4

1. Adoption by States Parties of temporary special measures aimed at accel-
erating de facto equality between men and women shall not be considered discrim-
ination as defined in the present Convention, but shall in no way entail as a conse-
guence the maintenance of unequal or separate standards; these measures shall be
discontinued when the objectives of equality of opportunity and treatment have
been achieved.
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2. Adoption by States Parties of special measures, including those measures
contained in the present Convention, aimed at protecting maternity shall not be con-
sidered discriminatory.

Article5
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures:

(@) To modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and women,
with aview to achieving the elimination of prejudices and customary and all other
practiceswhich are based on the idea of the inferiority or the superiority of either of
the sexes or on stereotyped roles for men and women;

(b) Toensurethat family education includes aproper understanding of mater-
nity as a socia function and the recognition of the common responsibility of men
and women in the upbringing and development of their children, it being understood
that the interest of the children isthe primordial consideration in al cases.

Article 6

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to sup-
pressal forms of traffic in women and exploitation of prostitution of women.

ParT Il

Article 7

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination
against women in the political and public life of the country and, in particular, shall
ensure to women, on equal terms with men, the right:

(@) Tovoteinall electionsand public referenda and to be eligible for election
to all publicly elected bodies;

(b) To participate in the formulation of government policy and the implemen-
tation thereof and to hold public office and perform all public functions at all levels
of government;

(c) To participate in non-governmental organizations and associations con-
cerned with the public and political life of the country.

Article 8

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure to women, on equal
terms with men and without any discrimination, the opportunity to represent their
Governments at theinternational level and to participate in the work of international
organizations.

Article9

1. StatesPartiesshall grant women equal rights with men to acquire, change
or retain their nationality. They shall ensurein particular that neither marriage to an
alien nor change of nationality by the husband during marriage shall automatically
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change the nationality of the wife, render her stateless or force upon her the nation-
ality of the husband.

2. StatesParties shall grant women equal rights with men with respect to the
nationality of their children.

PaRrT |11

Article 10

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination
against women in order to ensure to them equal rights with men in the field of edu-
cation and in particular to ensure, on abasis of equality of men and women:

(@) The same conditions for career and vocational guidance, for access to
studies and for the achievement of diplomasin educational establishments of all cat-
egoriesinrural aswell asin urban areas; thisequality shall be ensured in pre-school,
general, technical, professional and higher technical education, as well as in al
types of vocational training;

(b) Access to the same curricula, the same examinations, teaching staff with
qualifications of the same standard and school premises and equipment of the same

quality;

(c) The elimination of any stereotyped concept of the roles of men and
women at al levels and in all forms of education by encouraging coeducation and
other types of education which will help to achievethisaim and, in particular, by the
revision of textbooks and school programmes and the adaptation of teaching meth-
ods,

(d) The same opportunities to benefit from scholarships and other study
grants;

(e) The same opportunities for access to programmes of continuing educa-
tion, including adult and functional literacy programmes, particulary those aimed at
reducing, at the earliest possible time, any gap in education existing between men
and women;

(f) Thereduction of female student drop-out rates and the organization of pro-
grammes for girls and women who have left school prematurely;

(g) The same opportunities to participate actively in sports and physical edu-
cation;

(h) Accessto specific educational information to help to ensure the health and
well-being of families, including information and advice on family planning.

Article 11

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimina-
tion against women in the field of employment in order to ensure, on a basis of
equality of men and women, the same rights, in particular:
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(@) Theright to work as an inalienable right of all human beings;

(b) Theright to the same employment opportunities, including the application
of the same criteriafor selection in matters of employment;

(c) Theright to free choice of profession and employment, the right to pro-
motion, job security and all benefits and conditions of service and the right to
receive vocational training and retraining, including apprenticeships, advanced
vocational training and recurrent training;

(d) The right to equal remuneration, including benefits, and to equal treat-
ment in respect of work of equal value, as well as equality of treatment in the eval-
uation of the quality of work;

(e) Theright to social security, particularly in cases of retirement, unemploy-
ment, sickness, invalidity and old age and other incapacity to work, as well as the
right to paid leave;

(f) The right to protection of health and to safety in working conditions,
including the safeguarding of the function of reproduction.

2. Inorder to prevent discrimination against women on the grounds of mar-
riage or maternity and to ensuretheir effectiveright to work, States Parties shall take
appropriate measures:

(@) To prohibit, subject to the imposition of sanctions, dismissal on the
grounds of pregnancy or of maternity leave and discrimination in dismissals on the
basis of marital status;

(b) Tointroduce maternity leave with pay or with comparable social benefits
without loss of former employment, seniority or socia allowances;

(c) To encourage the provision of the necessary supporting social servicesto
enable parents to combine family obligations with work responsibilities and partic-
ipation in public life, in particular through promoting the establishment and devel-
opment of a network of child-care facilities;

(d) To provide specia protection to women during pregnancy in types of
work proved to be harmful to them.

3. Protective legidation relating to matters covered in this article shall be
reviewed periodically in the light of scientific and technological knowledge and
shall berevised, repealed or extended as necessary.

Article 12

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimina-
tion against women in thefield of health carein order to ensure, on abasis of equal -
ity of men and women, accessto health care services, including those related to fam-
ily planning.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, States Par-
ties shall ensure to women appropriate services in connection with pregnancy, con-
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finement and the post-natal period, granting free services where necessary, as well
as adequate nutrition during pregnancy and lactation.

Article 13

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination
against women in other areas of economic and socid life in order to ensure, on a
basis of equality of men and women, the same rights, in particular:

(a) Theright to family benefits;
(b) Theright to bank loans, mortgages and other forms of financial credit;

(c) Theright to participate in recreational activities, sports and all aspects of
cultural life.

Article 14

1. States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced by
rural women and the significant roles which rural women play in the economic sur-
vival of their families, including their work in the non-monetized sectors of the
economy, and shall take all appropriate measures to ensure the application of the
provisions of the present Convention to women in rural areas.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measuresto eliminate discrimina
tion against women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men
and women, that they participate in and benefit from rural development and, in par-
ticular, shall ensure to such women the right:

(@) To participate in the elaboration and implementation of development
planning at al levels;

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including information,
counselling and servicesin family planning;

(c) To benefit directly from socia security programmes;

(d) To obtain all types of training and education, forma and non-formal,
including that relating to functional literacy, as well as, inter alia, the benefit of all
community and extension services, in order to increase their technical proficiency;

(e) To organize self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain equal
access to economic opportunities through employment or self employment;

() To participate in all community activities,

(g) Tohaveaccessto agricultural credit and loans, marketing facilities, appro-
priate technology and equal treatment in land and agrarian reform aswell asin land
resettlement schemes,

(h) To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to housing,
sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and communications.
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PART IV

Article 15
1. States Parties shall accord to women equality with men before the law.

2. States Parties shall accord to women, in civil matters, a legal capacity
identical to that of men and the same opportunities to exercise that capacity. In
particular, they shall give women equal rights to conclude contracts and to admin-
ister property and shall treat them equally in all stages of procedure in courts and
tribunals.

3. States Parties agree that al contracts and all other private instruments of
any kind with a legal effect which is directed at restricting the legal capacity of
women shall be deemed null and void.

4. StatesParties shall accord to men and women the same rights with regard
to the law relating to the movement of persons and the freedom to choose their res-
idence and domicile.

Article 16

1 States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimina-
tion against women in all matters relating to marriage and family relations and in
particular shall ensure, on abasis of equality of men and women:

(a) The sameright to enter into marriage;

(b) The same right freely to choose a spouse and to enter into marriage only
with their free and full consent;

(c) Thesamerightsand responsibilitiesduring marriage and at itsdissolution;

(d) The same rights and responsibilities as parents, irrespective of their mar-
ital status, in matters relating to their children; in all cases the interests of the chil-
dren shall be paramount;

(e) The samerightsto decide freely and responsibly on the number and spac-
ing of their children and to have access to the information, education and means to
enable them to exercise these rights;

(f) The same rights and responsibilities with regard to guardianship, ward-
ship, trusteeship and adoption of children, or similar institutions where these con-
cepts exist in national legislation; in al cases the interests of the children shall be
paramount;

(g) The same personal rights as husband and wife, including the right to
choose afamily name, a profession and an occupation;

(h) The samerightsfor both spousesin respect of the ownership, acquisition,
management, administration, enjoyment and disposition of property, whether free of
charge or for a valuable consideration.

2. The betrotha and the marriage of a child shall have no legal effect, and
al necessary action, including legislation, shall be taken to specify a minimum age



Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 163

for marriage and to make the registration of marriages in an official registry com-
pulsory.

ParRT V

Article 17

1. For the purpose of considering the progress made in the implementation
of the present Convention, there shall be established a Committee on the Elimina-
tion of Discrimination against Women (hereinafter referred to as the Committee)
consisting, at the time of entry into force of the Convention, of eighteen and, after
ratification of or accession to the Convention by the thirty-fifth State Party, of
twenty-three experts of high moral standing and competence in the field covered by
the Convention. The experts shall be elected by States Parties from among their
nationals and shall serve in their personal capacity, consideration being given to
equitable geographical distribution and to the representation of the different forms
of civilization as well as the principal legal systems.

2. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a
list of persons nominated by States Parties. Each State Party may nominate one
person from among its own nationals.

3. Theinitia election shall be held six months after the date of the entry into
force of the present Convention. At least three months before the date of each
election the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a letter to the
States Parties inviting them to submit their nominations within two months. The
Secretary-General shall prepare a list in alphabetical order of all persons thus
nominated, indicating the States Parties which have nominated them, and shall
submit it to the States Parties.

4. Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at a meeting of
States Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters.
At that meeting, for which two thirds of the States Parties shall constitute a quorum,
the persons el ected to the Committee shall be those nominees who obtain the largest
number of votes and an absolute magjority of the votes of the representatives of
States Parties present and voting.

5. The members of the Committee shall be elected for aterm of four years.
However, the terms of nine of the members elected at the first election shall expire
at the end of two years; immediately after the first election the names of these nine
members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of the Committee.

6. The election of the five additional members of the Committee shall be
held in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of this article, fol-
lowing the thirty-fifth ratification or accession. The terms of two of the additional
members elected on this occasion shall expire at the end of two years, the names of
these two members having been chosen by ot by the Chairman of the Committee.

7. For the filling of casual vacancies, the State Party whose expert has
ceased to function as amember of the Committee shall appoint another expert from
among its national's, subject to the approval of the Committee.
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8. The members of the Committee shall, with the approval of the General
Assembly, receive emoluments from United Nations resources on such terms and
conditions as the Assembly may decide, having regard to the importance of the
Committee’s responsibilities.

9. The Secretary-Genera of the United Nations shall provide the necessary
staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee
under the present Convention.

Article 18

1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, for consideration by the Committee, a report on the legidative, judicial,
administrative or other measures which they have adopted to give effect to the pro-
visions of the present Convention and on the progress made in this respect:

(a) Within one year after the entry into force for the State concerned,;

(b) Thereafter at least every four years and further whenever the Committee
SO requests.

2. Reports may indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree of ful-
filment of obligations under the present Convention.

Article 19

1. The Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

2. The Committee shall elect its officers for aterm of two years.

Article 20

1. The Committee shall normally meet for a period of not more than two
weeks annually in order to consider the reports submitted in accordance with
article 18 of the present Convention.

2. The meetings of the Committee shall normally be held at United Nations
Headquarters or at any other convenient place as determined by the Committee.

Article 21

1. The Committee shall, through the Economic and Social Council, report
annually to the General Assembly of the United Nations on its activities and may
make suggestions and general recommendations based on the examination of
reports and information received from the States Parties. Such suggestions and gen-
eral recommendations shall beincluded in thereport of the Committee together with
comments, if any, from States Parties.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the reports of
the Committee to the Commission on the Status of Women for its information.
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Article 22
The specialized agencies shall be entitled to be represented at the consider-
ation of the implementation of such provisions of the present Convention as fall
within the scope of their activities. The Committee may invite the specialized agen-

cies to submit reports on the implementation of the Convention in areas falling
within the scope of their activities.

PART VI

Article 23

Nothing in the present Convention shall affect any provisions that are more
conducive to the achievement of equality between men and women which may be
contained:

(@) Inthelegislation of a State Party; or

(b) Inany other international convention, treaty or agreement in force for that
State.

Article 24

States Parties undertake to adopt all necessary measures at the national level
aimed at achieving the full realization of the rights recognized in the present Con-
vention.

Article 25

1. The present Convention shall be open for signature by all States.

2. The Secretary-Genera of the United Nationsis designated as the deposi-
tary of the present Convention.

3. The present Convention is subject to ratification. Instruments of ratifica-
tion shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

4. The present Convention shall be open to accession by all States. Acces
sion shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the Secre-
tary-General of the United Nations.

Article 26

1. A reguest for the revision of the present Convention may be made at any
time by any State Party by means of a notification in writing addressed to the Sec-
retary-Genera of the United Nations.

2. The General Assembly of the United Nations shall decide upon the steps,
if any, to be taken in respect of such arequest.
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Article 27

1. Thepresent Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the
date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twentieth
instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Convention or acceding to it after the
deposit of the twentieth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall
enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of the deposit of its own instrument
of ratification or accession.

Article 28

1. The Secretary-Genera of the United Nations shall receive and circulate
to al States the text of reservations made by States at the time of ratification or
accession.

2. A reservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the present
Convention shall not be permitted.

3. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time by notification to this effect
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall then inform all
States thereof. Such notification shall take effect on the date on whichitisreceived.

Article 29

1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpre-
tation or application of the present Convention which is not settled by negotiation
shall, at the request of one of them, be submitted to arbitration. If within six
months from the date of the request for arbitration the parties are unable to agree on
the organization of the arbitration, any one of those parties may refer the dispute to
the International Court of Justice by request in conformity with the Statute of the
Court.

2. Each State Party may at the time of signature or ratification of the present
Convention or accession thereto declare that it does not consider itself bound by
paragraph 1 of thisarticle. Theother States Parties shall not be bound by that para-
graph with respect to any State Party which has made such areservation.

3. Any State Party which has made a reservation in accordance with para-
graph 2 of this article may at any time withdraw that reservation by notification to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 30

The present Convention, the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish texts of which are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

IN wiITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed the present
Convention.



21. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

Adopted by General Assembly resolution 54/4 of 6 October 1999 and opened for signature,
ratification and accession on 10 December 1999

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 22 DecemMBER 2000, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 16

The Sates Parties to the present Protocol,

Noting that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirms faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights
of men and women,

Also noting that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaims that all
human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyoneisenti-
tled to al the rights and freedoms set forth therein, without distinction of any kind,
including distinction based on sex,

Recalling that the International Covenants on Human Rights and other inter-
national human rights instruments prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex,

Also recalling the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion against Women (*“the Convention”), in which the States Parties thereto con-
demn discrimination against women in all itsforms and agreeto pursue by all appro-
priate means and without delay a policy of eliminating discrimination against
women,

Reaffirming their determination to ensure the full and equal enjoyment by
women of all human rights and fundamental freedoms and to take effective action
to prevent violations of these rights and freedoms,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

A State Party to the present Protocol (“State Party”) recognizes the compe-
tence of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (“the
Committee”) to receive and consider communications submitted in accordance with
article 2.

Article 2

Communications may be submitted by or on behalf of individuals or groups
of individuals, under the jurisdiction of a State Party, claiming to bevictimsof avio-
lation of any of the rights set forth in the Convention by that State Party. Where a
communication is submitted on behalf of individuals or groups of individuals, this
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shall be with their consent unless the author can justify acting on their behalf with-
out such consent.

Article 3

Communications shall be in writing and shall not be anonymous. No commu-
nication shall be received by the Committee if it concerns a State Party to the Con-
vention that is not a party to the present Protocol.

Article 4

1. The Committee shall not consider a communication unless it has ascer-
tained that all available domestic remedies have been exhausted unless the applica-
tion of such remediesisunreasonably prolonged or unlikely to bring effectiverelief.

2. The Committee shall declare a communication inadmissible where;

(@) Thesame matter hasal ready been examined by the Committee or hasbeen
or is being examined under another procedure of international investigation or set-
tlement;

(b) Itisincompatible with the provisions of the Convention;
(c) Itismanifestly ill-founded or not sufficiently substantiated;
(d) Itisan abuse of the right to submit a communication;

(e) The facts that are the subject of the communication occurred prior to the
entry into force of the present Protocol for the State Party concerned unless those
facts continued after that date.

Article5

1. Atany timeafter the receipt of a communication and before a determina-
tion on the merits has been reached, the Committee may transmit to the State Party
concerned for its urgent consideration arequest that the State Party take such interim
measures as may be necessary to avoid possible irreparable damage to the victim or
victims of the alleged violation.

2. Where the Committee exercises its discretion under paragraph 1 of the
present article, this does not imply a determination on admissibility or on the merits
of the communication.

Article 6

1. Unless the Committee considers a communication inadmissible without
reference to the State Party concerned, and provided that the individual or individ-
uals consent to the disclosure of their identity to that State Party, the Committee
shall bring any communication submitted to it under the present Protocol confiden-
tially to the attention of the State Party concerned.

2. Within six months, the receiving State Party shall submit to the Commit-
tee written explanations or statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if any,
that may have been provided by that State Party.
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Article 7

1. The Committee shall consider communications received under the
present Protocol in the light of all information made available to it by or on behalf
of individuals or groups of individuals and by the State Party concerned, provided
that thisinformation is transmitted to the parties concerned.

2. The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining communica-
tions under the present Protocol.

3. After examining acommunication, the Committee shall transmit itsviews
on the communication, together with its recommendations, if any, to the parties
concerned.

4. The State Party shall give due consideration to the views of the Commit-
tee, together with its recommendations, if any, and shall submit to the Committee,
within six months, awritten response, including information on any action taken in
the light of the views and recommendations of the Committee.

5. The Committee may invite the State Party to submit further information
about any measures the State Party has taken in response to its views or recommen-
dations, if any, including as deemed appropriate by the Committee, in the State
Party’s subsequent reports under article 18 of the Convention.

Article 8

1. If the Committee receives reliable information indicating grave or sys-
tematic violations by a State Party of rights set forth in the Convention, the Com-
mittee shall invite that State Party to cooperatein the examination of theinformation
and to this end to submit observations with regard to the information concerned.

2. Taking into account any observations that may have been submitted by
the State Party concerned as well as any other reliable information available to it,
the Committee may designate one or more of its membersto conduct an inquiry and
to report urgently to the Committee. Where warranted and with the consent of the
State Party, the inquiry may include avisit to its territory.

3. After examining the findings of such an inquiry, the Committee shall
transmit these findingsto the State Party concerned together with any commentsand
recommendations.

4. The State Party concerned shall, within six months of receiving the find-
ings, comments and recommendations transmitted by the Committee, submit its
observations to the Committee.

5. Such aninquiry shall be conducted confidentially and the cooperation of
the State Party shall be sought at all stages of the proceedings.

Article9

1. The Committee may invite the State Party concerned to include in its
report under article 18 of the Convention details of any measures taken in response
to an inquiry conducted under article 8 of the present Protocol.
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2. TheCommitteemay, if necessary, after the end of the period of six months
referredto in article 8.4, invite the State Party concerned to inform it of the measures
taken in response to such an inquiry.

Article 10

1. Each State Party may, at thetime of signature or ratification of the present
Protocol or accession thereto, declare that it does not recognize the competence of
the Committee provided for in articles 8 and 9.

2. Any State Party having made a declaration in accordance with para-
graph 1 of the present article may, at any time, withdraw this declaration by notifi-
cation to the Secretary-General .

Article 11

A State Party shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that individuals under
itsjurisdiction are not subjected to ill treatment or intimidation as a consequence of
communicating with the Committee pursuant to the present Protocol.

Article 12

The Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Con-
vention a summary of its activities under the present Protocol.

Article 13

Each State Party undertakesto make widely known and to give publicity to the
Convention and the present Protocol and to facilitate access to information about the
views and recommendations of the Committee, in particular, on matters involving
that State Party.

Article 14

The Committee shall develop its own rules of procedure to be followed when
exercising the functions conferred on it by the present Protocol.

Article 15

1. The present Protocol shall be open for signature by any State that has
signed, ratified or acceded to the Convention.

2. The present Protocol shall be subject to ratification by any State that has
ratified or acceded to the Convention. Instruments of ratification shall be deposited
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. The present Protocol shall be open to accession by any State that has rat-
ified or acceded to the Convention.

4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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Article 16

1. The present Protocol shall enter into force three months after the date of
the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the tenth instrument
of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Protocol or acceding to it after its
entry into force, the present Protocol shall enter into force three months after the
date of the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 17
No reservations to the present Protocol shall be permitted.

Article 18

1. Any State Party may propose an amendment to the present Protocol and
fileit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall
thereupon communicate any proposed amendments to the States Parties with a
request that they notify her or him whether they favour aconference of States Parties
for the purpose of considering and voting on the proposal. In the event that at least
one third of the States Parties favour such a conference, the Secretary-General shall
convene the conference under the auspices of the United Nations. Any amendment
adopted by amajority of the States Parties present and voting at the conference shall
be submitted to the General Assembly of the United Nations for approval.

2. Amendments shall comeinto force when they have been approved by the
General Assembly of the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds majority of
the States Parties to the present Protocol in accordance with their respective consti-
tutional processes.

3. When amendments come into force, they shall be binding on those States
Parties that have accepted them, other States Parties still being bound by the provi-
sions of the present Protocol and any earlier amendmentsthat they have accepted.

Article 19

1. Any State Party may denounce the present Protocol at any time by written
notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Denunciation
shall take effect six months after the date of receipt of the notification by the Secre-
tary-General.

2. Denunciation shall be without prejudice to the continued application of
the provisions of the present Protocol to any communication submitted under article
2 or any inquiry initiated under article 8 before the effective date of denunciation.

Article 20
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States of:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under the present Protocol;

(b) Thedate of entry into force of the present Protocol and of any amendment
under article 18;
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(c) Any denunciation under article 19.

Article 21

1. The present Protocol, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives
of the United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified cop-
ies of the present Protocol to all States referred to in article 25 of the Convention.



22. Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency
and Armed Conflict

Proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 3318 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974

The General Assembly,

Having considered the recommendation of the Economic and Social Council
contained in itsresolution 1861 (LVI) of 16 May 1974,

Expressing its deep concern over the sufferings of women and children
belonging to the civilian population who in periods of emergency and armed con-
flict in the struggle for peace, self-determination, national liberation and indepen-
dence are too often the victims of inhuman acts and consequently suffer serious
harm,

Aware of the suffering of women and children in many areas of the world,
especially in those areas subject to suppression, aggression, colonialism, racism,
alien domination and foreign subjugation,

Deeply concerned by the fact that, despite general and unequivocal condem-
nation, coloniaism, racism and alien and foreign domination continue to subject
many peoples under their yoke, cruelly suppressing the national liberation move-
ments and inflicting heavy losses and incalculable sufferings on the populations
under their domination, including women and children,

Deploring thefact that grave attacks are still being made on fundamental free-
doms and the dignity of the human person and that colonial and racist foreign dom-
ination Powers continue to violate international humanitarian law,

Recalling the relevant provisions contained in the instruments of international
humanitarian law relative to the protection of women and children in time of peace
and war,

Recalling, among other important documents, its resolutions 2444 (X XI11) of
19 December 1968, 2597 (X X1V) of 16 December 1969 and 2674 (XXV) and 2675
(XXV) of 9 December 1970, on respect for human rights and on basic principlesfor
the protection of civilian populations in armed conflicts, as well as Economic and
Social Council resolution 1515 (XLVIII) of 28 May 1970 in which the Council
requested the General Assembly to consider the possibility of drafting adeclaration
on the protection of women and children in emergency or wartime,

Conscious of its responsibility for the destiny of the rising generation and for

the destiny of mothers, who play an important role in society, in the family and par-
ticularly in the upbringing of children,
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Bearing in mind the need to provide special protection of women and children
belonging to the civilian population,

Solemnly proclaimsthis Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children
in Emergency and Armed Conflict and calls for the strict observance of the Decla-
ration by all Member States:

1. Attacks and bombings on the civilian population, inflicting incalculable
suffering, especially on women and children, who are the most vulnerable members
of the population, shall be prohibited, and such acts shall be condemned.

2. Theuseof chemica and bacteriol ogical weaponsin the course of military
operations constitutes one of the most flagrant violations of the Geneva Protocol of
1925, the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the principles of international humani-
tarian law and inflicts heavy losses on civilian populations, including defenceless
women and children, and shall be severely condemned.

3. All Statesshall abidefully by their obligations under the Geneva Protocol
of 1925 and the Geneva Conventions of 1949, aswell as other instruments of inter-
national law relative to respect for human rights in armed conflicts, which offer
important guarantees for the protection of women and children.

4. All efforts shall be made by States involved in armed conflicts, military
operationsin foreign territories or military operationsin territories still under colo-
nial domination to spare women and children from the ravages of war. All the nec-
essary steps shall be taken to ensure the prohibition of measures such as persecution,
torture, punitive measures, degrading treatment and violence, particularly against
that part of the civilian population that consists of women and children.

5. All forms of repression and cruel and inhuman treatment of women and
children, including imprisonment, torture, shooting, mass arrests, collective punish-
ment, destruction of dwellings and forcible eviction, committed by belligerentsin
the course of military operations or in occupied territories shall be considered
criminal.

6. Women and children belonging to the civilian population and finding
themselves in circumstances of emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for
peace, self-determination, national liberation and independence, or who live in
occupied territories, shall not be deprived of shelter, food, medical aid or other
inalienablerights, in accordance with the provisions of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Inter-
national Covenant on Economic, Socia and Cultural Rights, the Declaration of the
Rights of the Child or other instruments of international law.



23. Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women

Proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 48/104 of 20 December 1993

The General Assembly,

Recognizing the urgent need for the universa application to women of the
rights and principles with regard to equality, security, liberty, integrity and dignity
of al human beings,

Noting that those rights and principles are enshrined in international instru-
ments, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation against Women and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhu-
man or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,

Recognizing that effective implementation of the Convention on the Elimina-
tion of All Forms of Discrimination against WWomen would contribute to the elimi-
nation of violence against women and that the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women, set forth in the present resolution, will strengthen and
complement that process,

Concerned that violence against women is an obstacle to the achievement of
equality, development and peace, as recognized in the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women, in which a set of measures to combat
violence against women was recommended, and to the full implementation of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

Affirming that violence agai nst women constitutes aviolation of therights and
fundamental freedoms of women and impairs or nullifies their enjoyment of those
rights and freedoms, and concerned about the long-standing failure to protect and
promote those rights and freedoms in the case of violence against women,

Recognizing that violence against women is a manifestation of historically
unequal power relations between men and women, which have led to domination
over and discrimination against women by men and to the prevention of the full
advancement of women, and that violence against women is one of the crucia social
mechanisms by which women are forced into a subordinate position compared with
men,

Concerned that some groups of women, such aswomen belonging to minority
groups, indigenous women, refugee women, migrant women, women living in rural
or remote communities, destitute women, women in institutions or in detention,
female children, women with disahilities, elderly women and women in situations
of armed conflict, are especially vulnerable to violence,
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Recalling the conclusion in paragraph 23 of the annex to Economic and Social
Council resolution 1990/15 of 24 May 1990 that the recognition that violence
against women in the family and society was pervasive and cut across lines of
income, class and culture had to be matched by urgent and effective stepsto elimi-
nate its incidence,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1991/18 of 30 May
1991, in which the Council recommended the development of a framework for an
international instrument that would address explicitly the issue of violence against
women,

Welcoming the role that women’s movements are playing in drawing increas-
ing attention to the nature, severity and magnitude of the problem of violence
against women,

Alarmed that opportunities for women to achieve legal, social, political and
economic equality in society arelimited, inter alia, by continuing and endemic vio-
lence,

Convinced that in the light of the above thereisaneed for aclear and compre-
hensive definition of violence against women, a clear statement of the rights to be
applied to ensure the elimination of violence against women in al itsforms, acom-
mitment by Statesin respect of their responsibilities, and acommitment by theinter-
national community at large to the elimination of violence against women,

Solemnly proclaims the following Declaration on the Elimination of Violence
against Women and urges that every effort be made so that it becomes generaly
known and respected:

Article 1

For the purposes of this Declaration, the term “violence against women”
means any act of gender-based violence that resultsin, or islikely to result in, phys-
ical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such
acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in
private life.

Article 2

Violence against women shall be understood to encompass, but not be limited
to, the following:

(@) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family,
including battering, sexual abuse of female children in the household, dowry-related
violence, marital rape, female genital mutilation and other traditional practices
harmful to women, non-spousal violence and violence related to exploitation;

(b) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring within the general
community, including rape, sexual abuse, sexua harassment and intimidation at
work, in educational institutions and elsewhere, trafficking in women and forced
prostitution;

(c) Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or condoned by
the State, wherever it occurs.
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Article 3

Women are entitled to the equal enjoyment and protection of al human rights
and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, socid, cultura, civil or any
other field. These rightsinclude, inter alia:

(a8) Theright to life;

(b) Theright to equality;

(c) Theright to liberty and security of person;

(d) Theright to equal protection under the law;

(e) Theright to be free from all forms of discrimination;

(f) Theright to the highest standard attainable of physical and mental health;
(g) Theright to just and favourable conditions of work;

(h) Theright not to be subjected to torture, or other cruel, inhuman or degrad-
ing treatment or punishment.

Article 4

States should condemn violence against women and should not invoke any
custom, tradition or religious consideration to avoid their obligations with respect
to its elimination. States should pursue by all appropriate means and without delay
apolicy of eliminating violence against women and, to this end, should:

(a) Consider, where they have not yet done so, ratifying or acceding to the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women or
withdrawing reservationsto that Convention;

(b) Refrain from engaging in violence against women;

(c) Exercise due diligence to prevent, investigate and, in accordance with
national legislation, punish acts of violence against women, whether those acts are
perpetrated by the State or by private persons,

(d) Develop penal, civil, labour and administrative sanctionsin domestic leg-
islation to punish and redress the wrongs caused to women who are subjected to vio-
lence; women who are subjected to violence should be provided with access to the
mechanisms of justice and, as provided for by national legislation, to just and effec-
tive remediesfor the harm that they have suffered; States should also inform women
of their rights in seeking redress through such mechanisms;

(e) Consider the possibility of developing national plans of action to promote
the protection of women against any form of violence, or to include provisions for
that purpose in plans aready existing, taking into account, as appropriate, such
cooperation as can be provided by non-governmenta organizations, particularly
those concerned with the issue of violence against women;

(f) Develop, in a comprehensive way, preventive approaches and all those
measures of a legal, political, administrative and cultural nature that promote the
protection of women against any form of violence, and ensure that the re-victimiza-
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tion of women does not occur because of laws insensitive to gender considerations,
enforcement practices or other interventions;

(g) Work to ensure, to the maximum extent feasible in the light of their avail-
able resources and, where needed, within the framework of international coopera-
tion, that women subjected to violence and, where appropriate, their children have
specialized assistance, such as rehabilitation, assistance in child care and mainte-
nance, treatment, counselling, and health and social services, facilities and pro-
grammes, as well as support structures, and should take all other appropriate mea-
sures to promote their safety and physical and psychological rehabilitation;

(h) Include in government budgets adequate resources for their activities
related to the elimination of violence against women;

(i) Takemeasuresto ensurethat law enforcement officers and public officials
responsible for implementing policies to prevent, investigate and punish violence
against women receive training to sensitize them to the needs of women;

(i) Adopt all appropriate measures, especialy in the field of education, to
modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and women and to elimi-
nate prejudices, customary practices and all other practices based on the idea of the
inferiority or superiority of either of the sexes and on stereotyped roles for men and
women;

(K) Promote research, collect data and compile statistics, especially concern-
ing domestic violence, relating to the prevalence of different forms of violence
against women and encourage research on the causes, nature, seriousness and con-
sequences of violence against women and on the effectiveness of measures imple-
mented to prevent and redress viol ence against women; those statistics and findings
of the research will be made public;

(I) Adopt measures directed towards the eimination of violence against
women who are especially vulnerable to violence;

(m) Include, in submitting reports as required under relevant human rights
instruments of the United Nations, information pertaining to violence against
women and measures taken to implement the present Declaration;

(n) Encourage the development of appropriate guidelines to assist in the
implementation of the principles set forth in the present Declaration;

(o) Recognize the important role of the women’s movement and non-govern-
mental organizations world wide in raising awareness and alleviating the problem
of violence against women,;

(p) Facilitate and enhance the work of the women’s movement and non-gov-
ernmental organizations and cooperate with them at local, national and regiona
levels;

(q) Encourage intergovernmental regiona organizations of which they are
membersto include the elimination of violence against womenin their programmes,
as appropriate.
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Article5

The organs and specialized agencies of the United Nations system should,
within their respective fields of competence, contribute to the recognition and real -
ization of therights and the principles set forth in the present Declaration and, to this
end, should, inter alia:

(a) Foster international and regional cooperation with a view to defining
regional strategies for combating violence, exchanging experiences and financing
programmes relating to the elimination of violence against women;

(b) Promote meetings and seminars with the aim of creating and raising
awareness among al persons of the issue of the elimination of violence against
women;

(c) Foster coordination and exchange within the United Nations system
between human rights treaty bodies to address the issue of violence against women
effectively;

(d) Include in analyses prepared by organizations and bodies of the United
Nations system of social trends and problems, such as the periodic reports on the
world social situation, examination of trends in violence against women;

(e) Encourage coordination between organizations and bodies of the United
Nations system to incorporate the issue of violence against women into ongoing
programmes, especially with reference to groups of women particularly vulnerable
to violence;

(f) Promote the formulation of guidelines or manuals relating to violence
against women, taking into account the measures referred to in the present Declara-
tion;

(g) Consider the issue of the elimination of violence against women, as
appropriate, in fulfilling their mandates with respect to the implementation of
human rights instruments;

(h) Cooperate with non-governmental organizations in addressing the issue
of violence against women.

Article 6

Nothing in the present Declaration shall affect any provision that is more con-
ducive to the elimination of violence against women that may be contained in the
legidlation of a State or in any international convention, treaty or other instrument
in forcein a State.






G. RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

24. Convention on the Rights of the Child

Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by General Assembly resolution 44/25
of 20 November 1989

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 2 SEPTEMBER 1990, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 49
PREAMBLE

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the Charter
of the United Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and
inalienable rights of all members of the human family isthe foundation of freedom,
justice and peace in the world,

Bearing in mind that the peoples of the United Nations have, in the Charter,
reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human rights and in the dignity and worth of
the human person, and have determined to promote social progress and better stan-
dards of lifein larger freedom,

Recognizing that the United Nations has, in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and in the | nternational Covenants on Human Rights, proclaimed and
agreed that everyoneisentitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth therein, with-
out distinction of any kind, such asrace, colour, sex, language, religion, political or
other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status,

Recalling that, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United
Nations has proclaimed that childhood is entitled to special care and assistance,

Convinced that the family, asthe fundamental group of society and the natural
environment for the growth and well-being of all its members and particularly chil-
dren, should be afforded the necessary protection and assistance so that it can fully
assume its responsibilities within the community,

Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or
her personality, should grow up in afamily environment, in an atmosphere of hap-
piness, love and understanding,

Considering that the child should befully prepared to live an individual lifein
society, and brought up in the spirit of the ideals proclaimed in the Charter of the
United Nations, and in particular in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom,
equality and solidarity,
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Bearing in mind that the need to extend particular care to the child has been
stated in the Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child of 1924 and in the Dec-
laration of the Rights of the Child adopted by the General Assembly on 20 Novem-
ber 1959 and recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in the I nter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (in particular in articles 23 and 24),
inthe International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (in particular
in article 10) and in the statutes and relevant instruments of specialized agenciesand
international organizations concerned with the welfare of children,

Bearing in mind that, asindicated in the Declaration of the Rights of the Child,
“the child, by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safe-
guards and care, including appropriate legal protection, before as well as after
birth”,

Recalling the provisions of the Declaration on Social and Legal Principles
relating to the Protection and Welfare of Children, with Special Reference to Foster
Placement and Adoption Nationally and Internationally; the United Nations Stan-
dard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (The Beijing
Rules); and the Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency
and Armed Conflict,

Recognizing that, in all countries in the world, there are children living in
exceptionally difficult conditions, and that such children need special consideration,

Taking due account of the importance of the traditions and cultural values of
each people for the protection and harmonious development of the child,

Recognizing the importance of international co-operation for improving the
living conditions of children in every country, in particular in the devel oping coun-
tries,

Have agreed as follows:

PaRT |

Article 1

For the purposes of the present Convention, a child means every human being
below the age of eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the child, major-
ity is attained earlier.

Article 2

1. States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present
Convention to each child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any
kind, irrespective of the child’sor hisor her parent’s or legal guardian’srace, colour,
sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or socia origin,
property, disability, birth or other status.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the child
is protected against all forms of discrimination or punishment on the basis of the sta-
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tus, activities, expressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's parents, legal guardians,
or family members.

Article 3

1. Inall actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or pri-
vate social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legisla-
tive bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration.

2. States Parties undertake to ensure the child such protection and care asis
necessary for his or her well-being, taking into account the rights and duties of his
or her parents, legal guardians, or other individuals legally responsible for him or
her, and, to this end, shall take all appropriate legislative and administrative
measures.

3. States Parties shall ensure that the institutions, services and facilities
responsible for the care or protection of children shall conform with the standards
established by competent authorities, particularly in the areas of safety, health, inthe
number and suitability of their staff, as well as competent supervision.

Article 4

States Parties shall undertake all appropriate legislative, administrative, and
other measures for the implementation of the rights recognized in the present Con-
vention. With regard to economic, social and cultural rights, States Parties shall
undertake such measures to the maximum extent of their available resources and,
where needed, within the framework of international co-operation.

Article5

States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or,
where applicable, the members of the extended family or community as provided
for by local custom, legal guardians or other persons legally responsible for the
child, to provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child,
appropriate direction and guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recog-
nized in the present Convention.

Article 6

1. States Parties recognize that every child has the inherent right to life.

2. States Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival
and development of the child.

Article 7

1. The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the
right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and. as far as possible,
the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents.

2. States Parties shall ensure the implementation of these rights in accor-
dance with their national law and their obligations under the relevant international
instrumentsin thisfield, in particular where the child would otherwise be statel ess.



184 Rights of the child

Article 8

1. States Parties undertake to respect the right of the child to preserve his or
her identity, including nationality, name and family relations as recognized by law
without unlawful interference.

2. Whereachildisillegally deprived of some or all of the elements of hisor
her identity, States Parties shall provide appropriate assistance and protection, with
aview to re-establishing speedily his or her identity.

Article9

1. States Parties shall ensure that a child shall not be separated from his or
her parents against their will, except when competent authorities subject to judicial
review determine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures, that such sep-
aration is necessary for the best interests of the child. Such determination may be
necessary in aparticular case such as one involving abuse or neglect of the child by
the parents, or one where the parents are living separately and a decision must be
made as to the child’s place of residence.

2. Inany proceedings pursuant to paragraph 1 of the present article, all inter-
ested parties shall be given an opportunity to participate in the proceedings and
make their views known.

3. StatesPartiesshall respect the right of the child who is separated from one
or both parents to maintain personal relations and direct contact with both parents
on aregular basis, except if it is contrary to the child’'s best interests.

4. Where such separation results from any action initiated by a State Party,
such as the detention, imprisonment, exile, deportation or death (including death
arising from any cause whilethe personisin the custody of the State) of one or both
parents or of the child, that State Party shall, upon request, provide the parents, the
child or, if appropriate, another member of the family with the essential information
concerning the whereabouts of the absent member(s) of the family unless the provi-
sion of the information would be detrimental to the well-being of the child. States
Parties shall further ensure that the submission of such arequest shall of itself entail
no adverse consequences for the person(s) concerned.

Article 10

1. In accordance with the obligation of States Parties under article 9,
paragraph 1, applications by a child or his or her parents to enter or leave a State
Party for the purpose of family reunification shall be dealt with by States Partiesin
a positive, humane and expeditious manner. States Parties shall further ensure that
the submission of such arequest shall entail no adverse consequences for the appli-
cants and for the members of their family.

2. A child whose parents reside in different States shall have the right to
maintain on a regular basis, save in exceptional circumstances, personal relations
and direct contacts with both parents. Towards that end and in accordance with the
obligation of States Parties under article 9, paragraph 1, States Parties shall respect
theright of the child and hisor her parentsto leave any country, including their own,
and to enter their own country. The right to leave any country shall be subject only
to such restrictions as are prescribed by law and which are necessary to protect the
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national security, public order (ordre public), public health or morals or the rights
and freedoms of others and are consistent with the other rights recognized in the
present Convention.

Article 11

1. States Parties shall take measures to combat the illicit transfer and non-
return of children abroad.

2. To this end, States Parties shall promote the conclusion of bilateral or
multilateral agreements or accession to existing agreements.

Article 12

1. StatesPartiesshall assureto the child who is capable of forming hisor her
own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child,
the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and matu-
rity of the child.

2. For this purpose, the child shall in particular be provided the opportunity
to be heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child, either
directly, or through a representative or an appropriate body, in a manner consistent
with the procedural rules of national law.

Article 13

1. The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall
include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds,
regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or
through any other media of the child’s choice.

2. Theexercise of thisright may be subject to certain restrictions, but these
shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others; or

(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or
of public health or morals.

Article 14

1. States Parties shall respect the right of the child to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion.

2. States Parties shall respect the rights and duties of the parents and, when
applicable, legal guardians, to provide direction to the child in the exercise of hisor
her right in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child.

3. Freedom to manifest one'sreligion or beliefs may be subject only to such
limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order,
health or morals, or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.
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Article 15

1. States Parties recognize the rights of the child to freedom of association
and to freedom of peaceful assembly.

2. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of these rights other than
those imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic
society in the interests of national security or public safety, public order (ordre pub-
lic), the protection of public health or morals or the protection of therights and free-
doms of others.

Article 16

1. No child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his
or her privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on hisor her
honour and reputation.

2. The child has the right to the protection of the law against such interfer-
ence or attacks.

Article 17

States Parties recognize the important function performed by the mass media
and shall ensure that the child has access to information and material from adiver-
sity of national and international sources, especially those aimed at the promotion
of hisor her social, spiritual and mora well-being and physical and mental health.
To this end, States Parties shall:

(a) Encourage the mass media to disseminate information and material of
social and cultural benefit to the child and in accordance with the spirit of article 29;

(b) Encourageinternational co-operation in the production, exchange and dis-
semination of such information and material from a diversity of cultural, national
and international sources,

(c) Encourage the production and dissemination of children’s books,

(d) Encourage the mass mediato have particular regard to thelinguistic needs
of the child who belongs to a minority group or who is indigenous;

(e) Encouragethe development of appropriate guidelinesfor the protection of
the child from information and material injurious to his or her well-being, bearing
in mind the provisions of articles 13 and 18.

Article 18

1. States Parties shall use their best effortsto ensure recognition of the prin-
ciple that both parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing and devel-
opment of the child. Parents or, as the case may be, legal guardians, have the pri-
mary responsibility for the upbringing and development of the child. The best
interests of the child will be their basic concern.

2. For the purpose of guaranteeing and promoting the rights set forth in the
present Convention, States Parties shall render appropriate assistance to parents and
legal guardians in the performance of their child-rearing responsibilities and shall
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ensure the development of institutions, facilities and services for the care of
children.

3. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that children
of working parents have the right to benefit from child-care services and facilities
for which they are eligible.

Article 19

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate legisative, administrative, socia
and educational measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental
violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploita-
tion, including sexual abuse, whilein the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any
other person who has the care of the child.

2. Such protective measures should, as appropriate, include effective proce-
dures for the establishment of social programmes to provide necessary support for
the child and for those who have the care of the child, as well as for other forms of
prevention and for identification, reporting, referral, investigation, treatment and
follow-up of instances of child maltreatment described heretofore, and, as appropri-
ate, for judicial involvement.

Article 20

1. A childtemporarily or permanently deprived of hisor her family environ-
ment, or in whose own best interests cannot be allowed to remain in that environ-
ment, shall be entitled to special protection and assistance provided by the State.

2. States Parties shall in accordance with their national laws ensure aterna-
tive care for such achild.

3. Such care could include, inter alia, foster placement, kafalah of Islamic
law, adoption or if necessary placement in suitable ingtitutions for the care of chil-
dren. When considering sol utions, due regard shall be paid to the desirability of con-
tinuity in a child’s upbringing and to the child’s ethnic, religious, cultura and lin-
guistic background.

Article 21

States Parties that recognize and/or permit the system of adoption shall ensure
that the best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration and they
shall:

(a) Ensure that the adoption of a child is authorized only by competent
authorities who determine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures and
onthebasisof al pertinent and reliableinformation, that the adoption ispermissible
in view of the child’s status concerning parents, relatives and legal guardians and
that, if required, the persons concerned have given their informed consent to the
adoption on the basis of such counselling as may be necessary;

(b) Recognizethat inter-country adoption may be considered as an aternative
means of child’s care, if the child cannot be placed in afoster or an adoptive family
or cannot in any suitable manner be cared for in the child's country of origin;
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(c) Ensure that the child concerned by inter-country adoption enjoys safe-
guards and standards equivalent to those existing in the case of national adoption;

(d) Takeall appropriate measuresto ensurethat, in inter-country adoption, the
placement does not result in improper financial gain for those involved in it;

(e) Promote, where appropriate, the objectives of the present article by con-
cluding bilateral or multilateral arrangements or agreements, and endeavour, within
this framework, to ensure that the placement of the child in another country is car-
ried out by competent authorities or organs.

Article 22

1. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child who
is seeking refugee status or who is considered a refugee in accordance with applica-
ble international or domestic law and procedures shall, whether unaccompanied or
accompanied by his or her parents or by any other person, receive appropriate pro-
tection and humanitarian assistance in the enjoyment of applicable rights set forth
in the present Convention and in other international human rights or humanitarian
instruments to which the said States are Parties.

2. For this purpose, States Parties shall provide, as they consider appropri-
ate, co-operation in any efforts by the United Nations and other competent intergov-
ernmental organizations or non-governmental organizations co-operating with the
United Nations to protect and assist such a child and to trace the parents or other
members of the family of any refugee child in order to obtain information necessary
for reunification with his or her family. In cases where no parents or other members
of the family can be found, the child shall be accorded the same protection as any
other child permanently or temporarily deprived of his or her family environment
for any reason, as set forth in the present Convention.

Article 23

1. States Parties recognize that a mentally or physically disabled child
should enjoy afull and decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity, promote self-
reliance and facilitate the child's active participation in the community.

2. States Parties recognize the right of the disabled child to specia care and
shall encourage and ensure the extension, subject to available resources, to the eli-
gible child and those responsible for his or her care, of assistance for which appli-
cation is made and which is appropriate to the child's condition and to the circum-
stances of the parents or others caring for the child.

3. Recognizing the special needs of adisabled child, assistance extended in
accordance with paragraph 2 of the present article shall be provided free of charge,
whenever possible, taking into account the financial resources of the parents or oth-
ers caring for the child, and shall be designed to ensure that the disabled child has
effective access to and receives education, training, health care services, rehabilita-
tion services, preparation for employment and recreation opportunities in a manner
conduciveto the child’s achieving the fullest possible social integration and individ-
ua development, including his or her cultural and spiritual development.
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4. States Parties shall promote, in the spirit of international cooperation, the
exchange of appropriate information in the field of preventive health care and of
medical, psychological and functional treatment of disabled children, including dis-
semination of and access to information concerning methods of rehabilitation, edu-
cation and vocational services, with the aim of enabling States Parties to improve
their capabilities and skills and to widen their experience in these areas. In this
regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.

Article 24

1. StatesPartiesrecognizetheright of the child to the enjoyment of the high-
est attainable standard of health and to facilitiesfor the treatment of illness and reha-
bilitation of health. States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of
his or her right of access to such health care services.

2. States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in
particular, shall take appropriate measures:

(@) Todiminish infant and child mortality;

(b) Toensurethe provision of necessary medical assistance and health careto
al children with emphasis on the development of primary health care;

(c) To combat disease and malnutrition, including within the framework of
primary health care, through, inter alia, the application of readily available technol-
ogy and through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean drinking-
water, taking into consideration the dangers and risks of environmental pollution;

(d) To ensure appropriate pre-natal and post-natal health care for mothers;

(e) To ensure that al segments of society, in particular parents and children,
are informed, have access to education and are supported in the use of basic knowl-
edge of child health and nutrition, the advantages of breastfeeding, hygiene and
environmental sanitation and the prevention of accidents;

() To develop preventive health care, guidance for parents and family plan-
ning education and services.

3. StatesPartiesshall takeall effective and appropriate measureswith aview
to abolishing traditional practices prejudicial to the health of children.

4. States Parties undertake to promote and encourage international co-oper-
ation with aview to achieving progressively the full realization of the right recog-
nized in the present article. In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the
needs of developing countries.

Article 25

States Parties recognize the right of a child who has been placed by the com-
petent authorities for the purposes of care, protection or treatment of hisor her phys-
ical or mental health, to a periodic review of the treatment provided to the child and
al other circumstances relevant to his or her placement.
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Article 26

1. States Parties shall recognize for every child the right to benefit from
social security, including social insurance, and shall take the necessary measures to
achieve the full realization of thisright in accordance with their national law.

2. The benefits should, where appropriate, be granted, taking into account
the resources and the circumstances of the child and persons having responsibility
for the maintenance of the child, as well as any other consideration relevant to an
application for benefits made by or on behalf of the child.

Article 27

1. StatesPartiesrecognizetheright of every child to astandard of living ade-
quate for the child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.

2. The parent(s) or others responsible for the child have the primary respon-
sibility to secure, within their abilitiesand financial capacities, the conditions of liv-
ing necessary for the child's development.

3. States Parties, in accordance with national conditions and within their
means, shall take appropriate measures to assist parents and others responsible for
the child to implement thisright and shall in case of need provide material assistance
and support programmes, particularly with regard to nutrition, clothing and housing.

4. StatesPartiesshall take al appropriate measuresto secure the recovery of
maintenance for the child from the parents or other persons having financial respon-
sibility for the child, both within the State Party and from abroad. In particular,
where the person having financial responsibility for the child livesin a State differ-
ent from that of the child, States Parties shall promote the accession to international
agreements or the conclusion of such agreements, as well as the making of other
appropriate arrangements.

Article 28

1. StatesPartiesrecognizetheright of the child to education, and with aview
to achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equa opportunity, they
shall, in particular:

(@) Make primary education compulsory and available freeto al;

(b) Encourage the development of different forms of secondary education,
including general and vocational education, make them available and accessible to
every child, and take appropriate measures such as the introduction of free educa-
tion and offering financial assistance in case of need;

(c) Make higher education accessible to all on the basis of capacity by every
appropriate means;

(d) Make educational and vocational information and guidance available and
accessibleto all children;

(e) Take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and the reduc-
tion of drop-out rates.
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2. StatesPartiesshall take all appropriate measuresto ensurethat school dis-
ciplineis administered in amanner consistent with the child’s human dignity and in
conformity with the present Convention.

3. States Parties shall promote and encourage international cooperation in
matters relating to education, in particular with aview to contributing to the elimi-
nation of ignorance and illiteracy throughout the world and facilitating accessto sci-
entific and technical knowledge and modern teaching methods. In this regard, par-
ticular account shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.

Article 29
1. States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to:

(@) The development of the child’s personality, talents and mental and physi-
cal abilitiesto their fullest potential;

(b) The development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,
and for the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations;

(c) Thedevelopment of respect for the child’s parents, his or her own cultural
identity, language and values, for the national values of the country in which the
childisliving, the country from which he or she may originate, and for civilizations
different from his or her own;

(d) The preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the
spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of sexes, and friendship among al
peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of indigenous origin;

(e) The development of respect for the natural environment.

2. Nopart of the present article or article 28 shall be construed so asto inter-
fere with the liberty of individuals and bodies to establish and direct educational
institutions, subject always to the observance of the principle set forth in paragraph
1 of the present article and to the requirementsthat the education givenin such insti-
tutions shall conform to such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State.

Article 30

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of
indigenous origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous
shall not be denied the right, in community with other members of his or her group,
to enjoy hisor her own culture, to profess and practise his or her own religion, or to
use his or her own language.

Article 31

1. StatesPartiesrecognizetheright of the child to rest and leisure, to engage
in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to partici-
pate freely in cultural life and the arts.

2. StatesPartiesshall respect and promote theright of the child to participate
fully in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and
equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity.
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Article 32

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from eco-
nomic exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or
to interfere with the child's education, or to be harmful to the child’s health or phys-
ical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development.

2. StatesParties shall take legidative, administrative, social and educational
measures to ensure the implementation of the present article. To thisend, and having
regard to the relevant provisions of other international instruments, States Parties
shall in particular:

(a) Provide for a minimum age or minimum ages for admission to employ-
ment;

(b) Providefor appropriate regulation of the hours and conditions of employ-
ment;

(c) Providefor appropriate penalties or other sanctions to ensure the effective
enforcement of the present article.

Article 33

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislative, admin-
istrative, social and educational measures, to protect children from theillicit use of
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances as defined in the relevant international
treaties, and to prevent the use of children in theillicit production and trafficking of
such substances.

Article 34

States Parties undertake to protect the child from all forms of sexual exploita-
tion and sexual abuse. For these purposes, States Parties shall in particular take all
appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral measures to prevent:

(@) Theinducement or coercion of achild to engage in any unlawful sexual
activity;

(b) The exploitative use of children in prostitution or other unlawful sexual
practices,

(c) The exploitative use of children in pornographic performances and
materials.

Article 35

States Parties shall take all appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral
measures to prevent the abduction of, the sale of or traffic in children for any pur-
pose or in any form.

Article 36

States Parties shall protect the child against all other forms of exploitation
prejudicial to any aspects of the child’s welfare.
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Article 37
States Parties shall ensure that:

(&) Nochild shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment. Neither capital punishment nor life imprisonment without
possibility of release shall be imposed for offences committed by persons below
eighteen years of age;

(b) No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily.
The arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity with the law
and shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate
period of time;

(c) Every child deprived of liberty shall be treated with humanity and respect
for the inherent dignity of the human person, and in a manner which takes into
account the needs of persons of hisor her age. In particular, every child deprived of
liberty shall be separated from adults unlessit is considered in the child’s best inter-
est not to do so and shall have the right to maintain contact with his or her family
through correspondence and visits, save in exceptional circumstances,

(d) Every child deprived of his or her liberty shall have the right to prompt
access to legal and other appropriate assistance, as well asthe right to challenge the
legality of the deprivation of his or her liberty before a court or other competent,
independent and impartial authority, and to a prompt decision on any such action.

Article 38

1. StatesParties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for rules of inter-
national humanitarian law applicable to them in armed conflicts which are relevant
to the child.

2. States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure that persons who
have not attained the age of fifteen years do not take a direct part in hostilities.

3. States Parties shall refrain from recruiting any person who has not
attained the age of fifteen yearsinto their armed forces.  In recruiting among those
persons who have attained the age of fifteen years but who have not attained the age
of eighteen years, States Parties shall endeavour to give priority to those who are
ol dest.

4. Inaccordancewith their obligations under international humanitarian law
to protect the civilian population in armed conflicts, States Parties shall take all fea-
sible measures to ensure protection and care of children who are affected by an
armed conflict.

Article 39

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to promote physical and psy-
chological recovery and socia reintegration of a child victim of: any form of
neglect, exploitation, or abuse; torture or any other form of cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment; or armed conflicts. Such recovery and reinte-
gration shall take place in an environment which fosters the health, self-respect and
dignity of the child.
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Article 40

1. States Parties recognize the right of every child alleged as, accused of, or
recognized as having infringed the penal law to be treated in a manner consistent
with the promotion of the child’'s sense of dignity and worth, which reinforces the
child's respect for the human rights and fundamental freedoms of others and which
takes into account the child’s age and the desirability of promoting the child’s rein-
tegration and the child’s assuming a constructive role in society.

2. Tothisend, and having regard to the relevant provisions of international
instruments, States Parties shall, in particular, ensure that:

(@) No child shall be aleged as, be accused of, or recognized as having
infringed the penal law by reason of acts or omissions that were not prohibited by
national or international law at the time they were committed;

(b) Every child aleged as or accused of having infringed the penal law has at
least the following guarantees:

(i) To be presumed innocent until proven guilty according to law;

(if) To beinformed promptly and directly of the charges against him or her,
and, if appropriate, through his or her parents or legal guardians, and to
have legal or other appropriate assistance in the preparation and presen-
tation of his or her defence;

(iii) To have the matter determined without delay by a competent, indepen-
dent and impartial authority or judicial body in afair hearing according
tolaw, inthe presence of legal or other appropriate assistance and, unless
it is considered not to be in the best interest of the child, in particular,
taking into account his or her age or situation, his or her parents or legal
guardians,

(iv) Not to be compelled to give testimony or to confess guilt; to examine or
have examined adverse witnesses and to obtain the participation and
examination of witnesses on his or her behalf under conditions of equal-
ity;

(v) If considered to have infringed the penal law, to have this decision and
any measures imposed in consequence thereof reviewed by a higher
competent, independent and impartial authority or judicia body accord-
ing to law;

(vi) To have the free assistance of an interpreter if the child cannot under-
stand or speak the language used;

(vii) To have his or her privacy fully respected at al stages of the proceed-
ings.

3. StatesParties shall seek to promote the establishment of laws, procedures,
authorities and institutions specifically applicableto children alleged as, accused of
or recognized as having infringed the penal law, and, in particular:

(a) The establishment of a minimum age below which children shall be pre-
sumed not to have the capacity to infringe the penal law;



Convention on the Rights of the Child 195

(b) Whenever appropriate and desirable, measures for dealing with such chil-
drenwithout resorting to judicial proceedings, providing that human rightsand legal
safeguards are fully respected.

4. A variety of dispositions, such as care, guidance and supervision orders;
counselling; probation; foster care; education and vocational training programmes
and other alternatives to institutional care shall be available to ensure that children
are dealt with in a manner appropriate to their well-being and proportionate both to
their circumstances and the offence.

Article 41

Nothing in the present Convention shall affect any provisions which are more
conducivetotherealization of therights of the child and which may be contained in:

(@) Thelaw of a State party; or
(b) International law in force for that State.

ParT Il

Article 42

States Parties undertake to make the principles and provisions of the Conven-
tion widely known, by appropriate and active means, to adults and children alike.

Article 43

1 For the purpose of examining the progress made by States Parties in
achieving the redlization of the obligations undertaken in the present Convention,
there shall be established a Committee on the Rights of the Child, which shall carry
out the functions hereinafter provided.

2. The Committee shall consist of eighteen experts of high moral standing
and recognized competence in the field covered by this Convention.” The members
of the Committee shall be elected by States Parties from among their nationals and
shall serve in their personal capacity, consideration being given to equitable geo-
graphical distribution, as well asto the principal legal systems.

3. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a
list of persons nominated by States Parties. Each State Party may nominate one per-
son from among its own nationals.

4. Theinitial election to the Committee shall be held no later than six months
after the date of the entry into force of the present Convention and thereafter every
second year. At least four months before the date of each election, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations shall address a |etter to States Parties inviting them

* An amendment to article 43, paragraph 2, of the Convention, replacing the word “ten” with the
word “eighteen”, was approved by General Assembly resolution 50/155 of 21 December 1995. The
amendment entered into force on 18 November 2002 upon acceptance by atwo-thirds majority of States
parties, that isto say 128.
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to submit their nominations within two months. The Secretary-General shall subse-
quently prepare alist in alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating
States Parties which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties
to the present Convention.

5. Theelections shal be held at meetings of States Parties convened by the
Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters. At those meetings, for which
two thirds of States Parties shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the
Committee shall be those who obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute
majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties present and voting.

6. The members of the Committee shall be elected for aterm of four years.
They shall be digible for re-election if renominated. The term of five of the mem-
bers elected at the first election shall expire at the end of two years; immediately
after thefirst election, the names of these five members shall be chosen by lot by the
Chairman of the meeting.

7. If amember of the Committee diesor resigns or declaresthat for any other
cause he or she can no longer perform the duties of the Committee, the State Party
which nominated the member shall appoint another expert from among its nationals
to serve for the remainder of the term, subject to the approval of the Committee.

8. The Committee shall establish its own rules of procedure.
9. The Committee shall elect its officers for a period of two years.

10. Themeetings of the Committee shall normally be held at United Nations
Headquarters or at any other convenient place as determined by the Committee. The
Committee shall normally meet annually. The duration of the meetings of the Com-
mittee shall be determined, and reviewed, if necessary, by a meeting of the States
Parties to the present Convention, subject to the approval of the General Assembly.

11. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary
staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee
under the present Convention.

12.  With the approval of the General Assembly, the members of the Com-
mittee established under the present Convention shall receive emoluments from
United Nations resources on such terms and conditions as the Assembly may
decide.

Article 44

1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Committee, through the Secre-
tary-General of the United Nations, reports on the measures they have adopted
which give effect to the rights recognized herein and on the progress made on the
enjoyment of those rights:

(a) Within two years of the entry into force of the Convention for the State
Party concerned,;

(b) Thereafter every five years.
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2. Reports made under the present article shall indicate factors and difficul-
ties, if any, affecting the degree of fulfilment of the obligations under the present
Convention. Reports shall also contain sufficient information to provide the Com-
mittee with a comprehensive understanding of the implementation of the Conven-
tion in the country concerned.

3. A State Party which has submitted a comprehensive initial report to the
Committee need not, in its subsequent reports submitted in accordance with para-
graph 1 (b) of the present article, repeat basic information previously provided.

4. The Committee may request from States Parties further information rele-
vant to the implementation of the Convention.

5. The Committee shall submit to the General Assembly, through the Eco-
nomic and Social Council, every two years, reports on its activities.

6. States Parties shall make their reports widely available to the public in
their own countries.

Article 45

In order to foster the effective implementation of the Convention and to
encourage international co-operation in the field covered by the Convention:

(a) The specialized agencies, the United Nations Children’s Fund, and other
United Nations organs shall be entitled to be represented at the consideration of the
implementation of such provisions of the present Convention as fall within the
scope of their mandate. The Committee may invite the specialized agencies, the
United Nations Children's Fund and other competent bodies as it may consider
appropriate to provide expert advice on the implementation of the Convention in
areas falling within the scope of their respective mandates. The Committee may
invite the specialized agencies, the United Nations Children’s Fund, and other
United Nations organs to submit reports on the implementation of the Convention
in areas falling within the scope of their activities;

(b) The Committee shall transmit, as it may consider appropriate, to the spe-
cialized agencies, the United Nations Children’s Fund and other competent bodies,
any reports from States Parties that contain arequest, or indicate a need, for techni-
cal advice or assistance, along with the Committee’s observations and suggestions,
if any, on these requests or indications;

(c) The Committee may recommend to the General Assembly to request the
Secretary-General to undertake on its behal f studies on specific issuesrelating to the
rights of the child;

(d) The Committee may make suggestions and general recommendations
based on information received pursuant to articles 44 and 45 of the present Conven-
tion. Such suggestions and general recommendations shall be transmitted to any
State Party concerned and reported to the General Assembly, together with com-
ments, if any, from States Parties.
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PART |11

Article 46
The present Convention shall be open for signature by all States.

Article 47

The present Convention is subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification
shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 48

The present Convention shall remain open for accession by any State. The
instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

Article 49

1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day follow-
ing the date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twen-
tieth instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each Stateratifying or acceding to the Convention after the deposit of
the twentieth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter into
force on thethirtieth day after the deposit by such State of itsinstrument of ratifica-
tion or accession.

Article 50

1. Any State Party may propose an amendment and fileit with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall thereupon communicate
the proposed amendment to States Parties, with arequest that they indicate whether
they favour a conference of States Parties for the purpose of considering and voting
upon the proposals. In the event that, within four months from the date of such com-
munication, at least onethird of the States Parties favour such aconference, the Sec-
retary-General shall convene the conference under the auspices of the United
Nations. Any amendment adopted by a majority of States Parties present and voting
at the conference shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval.

2. An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present
article shall enter into force when it has been approved by the General Assembly of
the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds majority of States Parties.

3. When an amendment entersinto force, it shall be binding on those States
Parties which have accepted it, other States Parties still being bound by the provi-
sions of the present Convention and any earlier amendments which they have
accepted.

Article 51

1. The Secretary-Genera of the United Nations shall receive and circulate
to all States the text of reservations made by States at the time of ratification or
accession.
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2. A reservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the present
Convention shall not be permitted.

3. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time by notification to that effect
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall theninform all
States. Such notification shall take effect on the date on which it is received by the
Secretary-General

Article 52

A State Party may denounce the present Convention by written notification to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Denunciation becomes effective one
year after the date of receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General .

Article 53
The Secretary-General of the United Nations is designated as the depositary
of the present Convention.

Article 54

Theoriginal of the present Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

IN wITNESS THEREOF the undersigned plenipotentiaries, being duly authorized
thereto by their respective Governments, have signed the present Convention.



25. Optional Protocol tothe Convention on theRightsof the Child on thesale
of children, child prostitution and child por nography

Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by General Assembly
resolution 54/263 of 25 May 2000

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 18 JANUARY 2002, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 14

The Sates Parties to the present Protocol,

Considering that, in order further to achieve the purposes of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child and the implementation of its provisions, especialy arti-
clesl, 11, 21, 32, 33, 34, 35 and 36, it would be appropriate to extend the measures
that States Parties should undertake in order to guarantee the protection of the child
from the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography,

Considering also that the Convention on the Rights of the Child recognizesthe
right of the child to be protected from economic exploitation and from performing
any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child’s education, or
to be harmful to the child's health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social
development,

Gravely concerned at the significant and increasing international traffic in
children for the purpose of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornog-

raphy,

Deeply concerned at the widespread and continuing practice of sex tourism,
to which children are especially vulnerable, asit directly promotes the sale of chil-
dren, child prostitution and child pornography,

Recognizing that a number of particularly vulnerable groups, including girl
children, are at greater risk of sexual exploitation, and that girl children are dispro-
portionately represented among the sexually exploited,

Concerned about the growing availahility of child pornography on the Internet
and other evolving technologies, and recalling the International Conference on
Combating Child Pornography on the Internet (Vienna, 1999) and, in particular, its
conclusion calling for the worl dwide criminalization of the production, distribution,
exportation, transmission, importation, intentional possession and advertising of
child pornography, and stressing the importance of closer cooperation and partner-
ship between Governments and the Internet industry,

Believing that the elimination of the sale of children, child prostitution and
child pornography will be facilitated by adopting aholistic approach, addressing the
contributing factors, including underdevelopment, poverty, economic disparities,
inequitable socio-economic structure, dysfunctioning families, lack of education,
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urban-rural migration, gender discrimination, irresponsible adult sexua behaviour,
harmful traditional practices, armed conflicts and trafficking in children,

Believing that effortsto raise public awareness are needed to reduce consumer
demand for the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, and also
believing in theimportance of strengthening global partnership among all actorsand
of improving law enforcement at the national level,

Noting the provisions of international legal instruments relevant to the protec-
tion of children, including the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and
Cooperation with Respect to Inter-Country Adoption, the Hague Convention on the
Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, the Hague Convention on Jurisdic-
tion, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Cooperation in Respect of
Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children, and Interna-
tional Labour Organization Convention No. 182 on the Prohibition and Immediate
Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour,

Encouraged by the overwhelming support for the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, demonstrating the widespread commitment that exists for the promotion
and protection of the rights of the child,

Recognizing the importance of the implementation of the provisions of the
Programme of Action for the Prevention of the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution
and Child Pornography and the Declaration and Agenda for Action adopted at the
World Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, held at Stock-
holm from 27 to 31 August 1996, and the other relevant decisions and recommen-
dations of pertinent international bodies,

Taking due account of the importance of the traditions and cultural values of
each people for the protection and harmonious development of the child,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

States Parties shall prohibit the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography as provided for by the present Protocol.

Article 2

For the purposes of the present Protocol:

(a) Sae of children means any act or transaction whereby a child is trans-
ferred by any person or group of persons to another for remuneration or any other
consideration;

(b) Child prostitution means the use of a child in sexual activities for remu-
neration or any other form of consideration;

(c) Child pornography means any representation, by whatever means, of a
child engaged in real or simulated explicit sexual activities or any representation of
the sexual parts of achild for primarily sexual purposes.
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Article 3

1. Each State Party shall ensure that, as a minimum, the following acts and
activities are fully covered under its criminal or penal law, whether such offences
are committed domestically or transnationally or on an individual or organized
basis:

(&) Inthe context of sale of children as defined in article 2:

(i) The offering, delivering or accepting, by whatever means, a child for the
purpose of :

a. Sexual exploitation of the child;
b. Transfer of organs of the child for profit;
¢. Engagement of the child in forced labour;

(if) Improperly inducing consent, as an intermediary, for the adoption of a
child in violation of applicable international legal instruments on adop-
tion;

(b) Offering, obtaining, procuring or providing a child for child prostitution,
asdefined in article 2;

(c) Producing, distributing, disseminating, importing, exporting, offering,
selling or possessing for the above purposes child pornography as defined in
article 2.

2. Subject to the provisions of a State Party’s national law, the same shall
apply to an attempt to commit any of these acts and to complicity or participation in
any of these acts.

3. Each State Party shall make such offences punishable by appropriate pen-
aties that take into account their grave nature.

4. Subject to the provisions of its national law, each State Party shall take
measures, where appropriate, to establish the liability of legal persons for offences
established in paragraph 1 of the present article. Subject to the legal principles of the
State Party, this liability of legal persons may be criminal, civil or administrative.

5. States Parties shall take all appropriate legal and administrative measures
to ensure that all personsinvolved in the adoption of a child act in conformity with
applicable international legal instruments.

Article 4

1. Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to estab-
lishits jurisdiction over the offences referred to in article 3, paragraph 1, when the
offences are committed initsterritory or on board aship or aircraft registered in that
State.

2. Each State Party may take such measures as may be necessary to establish
itsjurisdiction over the offencesreferred toin article 3, paragraph 1, in thefollowing
cases:
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(@) When the alleged offender is a national of that State or a person who has
his habitual residence in itsterritory;

(b) When the victim isanational of that State.

3. Each State Party shall also take such measures as may be necessary to
establish its jurisdiction over the above-mentioned offences when the alleged
offender ispresent initsterritory and it does not extradite him or her to another State
Party on the ground that the offence has been committed by one of its nationals.

4. The present Protocol does not exclude any criminal jurisdiction exercised
in accordance with internal law.

Article5

1. The offences referred to in article 3, paragraph 1, shall be deemed to be
included as extraditable offences in any extradition treaty existing between States
Parties and shall beincluded as extraditable offencesin every extradition treaty sub-
sequently concluded between them, in accordance with the conditions set forth in
those treaties.

2. If aState Party that makes extradition conditional on the existence of a
treaty receives a reguest for extradition from another State Party with which it has
no extradition treaty, it may consider this Protocol as alegal basis for extraditionin
respect of such offences. Extradition shall be subject to the conditions provided by
the law of the requested State.

3. States Partiesthat do not make extradition conditional on the existence of
atreaty shall recognize such offences as extraditable offences between themselves
subject to the conditions provided by the law of the requested State.

4. Such offences shall be treated, for the purpose of extradition between
States Parties, as if they had been committed not only in the place in which they
occurred but alsoin theterritories of the Statesrequired to establish their jurisdiction
in accordance with article 4.

5. If an extradition request is made with respect to an offence described in
article 3, paragraph 1, and if the requested State Party does not or will not extradite
on the basis of the nationality of the offender, that State shall take suitable measures
to submit the case to its competent authorities for the purpose of prosecution.

Article 6

1. States Parties shall afford one another the greatest measure of assistance
in connection with investigations or criminal or extradition proceedings brought in
respect of the offences set forth in article 3, paragraph 1, including assistance in
obtaining evidence at their disposal necessary for the proceedings.

2. States Parties shall carry out their obligations under paragraph 1 of the
present articlein conformity with any treaties or other arrangements on mutual legal
assistance that may exist between them. In the absence of such treaties or arrange-
ments, States Parties shall afford one another assistance in accordance with their
domestic law.
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Article 7

States Parties shall, subject to the provisions of their national law:

(a) Take measuresto provide for the seizure and confiscation, as appropriate,
of:

(i) Goods such as materials, assets and other instrumentalities used to com-
mit or facilitate offences under the present protocol;

(if) Proceeds derived from such offences;

(b) Execute requests from another State Party for seizure or confiscation of
goods or proceeds referred to in subparagraph (a);

(c) Take measures aimed at closing, on atemporary or definitive basis, pre-
mises used to commit such offences.

Article 8

1. States Parties shall adopt appropriate measures to protect the rights and
interests of child victims of the practices prohibited under the present Protocol at all
stages of the criminal justice process, in particular by:

(a) Recognizing the vulnerability of child victims and adapting procedures to
recognize their special needs, including their special needs as witnesses;

(b) Informing child victims of their rights, their role and the scope, timing and
progress of the proceedings and of the disposition of their cases;

(c) Allowing the views, needs and concerns of child victims to be presented
and considered in proceedings where their personal interests are affected, in aman-
ner consistent with the procedural rules of national law;

(d) Providing appropriate support services to child victims throughout the
legal process;

(e) Protecting, as appropriate, the privacy and identity of child victims and
taking measures in accordance with national 1aw to avoid the inappropriate dissem-
ination of information that could lead to the identification of child victims;

(f) Providing, in appropriate cases, for the safety of child victims, as well as
that of their families and witnesseson their behalf, fromintimidation and retaliation;

(g) Avoiding unnecessary delay in the disposition of cases and the execution
of orders or decrees granting compensation to child victims.

2. States Parties shall ensure that uncertainty asto the actual age of the vic-
tim shall not prevent the initiation of criminal investigations, including investiga-
tions aimed at establishing the age of the victim.

3. States Parties shall ensure that, in the treatment by the criminal justice
system of children who are victims of the offences described in the present Protocol,
the best interest of the child shall be a primary consideration.
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4. StatesParties shall take measuresto ensure appropriatetraining, in partic-
ular legal and psychological training, for the persons who work with victims of the
offences prohibited under the present Protocol.

5. States Parties shall, in appropriate cases, adopt measures in order to pro-
tect the safety and integrity of those persons and/or organizations involved in the
prevention and/or protection and rehabilitation of victims of such offences.

6. Nothinginthe present article shall be construed as prejudicia to or incon-
sistent with the rights of the accused to afair and impartial trial.

Article9

1. States Parties shall adopt or strengthen, implement and disseminate laws,
administrative measures, social policies and programmes to prevent the offences
referred to in the present Protocol. Particular attention shall be given to protect chil-
dren who are especially vulnerable to these practices.

2. States Parties shall promote awareness in the public at large, including
children, through information by all appropriate means, education and training,
about the preventive measures and harmful effects of the offences referred to in the
present Protocol. In fulfilling their obligations under this article, States Parties shall
encourage the participation of the community and, in particular, children and child
victims, in such information and education and training programmes, including at
the international level.

3. States Parties shall take all feasible measures with the aim of ensuring all
appropriate assistance to victims of such offences, including their full social reinte-
gration and their full physical and psychological recovery.

4. States Parties shall ensure that all child victims of the offences described
in the present Protocol have access to adequate proceduresto seek, without discrim-
ination, compensation for damages from those legally responsible.

5. StatesParties shall take appropriate measures aimed at effectively prohib-
iting the production and dissemination of material advertising the offences
described in the present Protocol.

Article 10

1. States Parties shall take all necessary steps to strengthen international
cooperation by multilateral, regional and bilateral arrangements for the prevention,
detection, investigation, prosecution and punishment of those responsible for acts
involving the sale of children, child prostitution, child pornography and child sex
tourism. States Parties shall also promote international cooperation and coordina-
tion between their authorities, national and international non-governmental organi-
zations and international organizations.

2. States Parties shall promote international cooperation to assist child vic-
timsin their physical and psychological recovery, social reintegration and repatria-
tion.

3. StatesParties shall promote the strengthening of international cooperation
in order to address the root causes, such as poverty and underdevelopment, contrib-
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uting to the vulnerability of children to the sale of children, child prostitution, child
pornography and child sex tourism.

4. States Parties in a position to do so shall provide financial, technical or
other assistance through existing multilateral, regional, bilateral or other pro-
grammes.

Article 11

Nothing in the present Protocol shall affect any provisions that are more con-
ducive to the realization of the rights of the child and that may be contained in:

(&) Thelaw of a State Party;
(b) International law in force for that State.
Article 12

1. Each State Party shall submit, within two years following the entry into
force of the Protocol for that State Party, areport to the Committee on the Rights of
the Child providing comprehensive information on the measures it has taken to
implement the provisions of the Protocol.

2. Following the submission of the comprehensive report, each State Party
shall includein the reports they submit to the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
in accordance with article 44 of the Convention, any further information with
respect to the implementation of the Protocol. Other States Parties to the Protocol
shall submit areport every five years.

3. The Committee on the Rights of the Child may request from States Parties
further information relevant to the implementation of this Protocol.

Article 13

1. The present Protocol is open for signature by any State that is a party to
the Convention or has signed it.

2. Thepresent Protocol is subject to ratification and is open to accession by
any Statethat isaparty to the Convention or hassigned it. Instruments of ratification
or accession shall be deposited with the Secretary- General of the United Nations.

Article 14

1. The present Protocol shall enter into force three months after the deposit
of the tenth instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Protocol or acceding to it after its
entry into force, the present Protocol shall enter into force one month after the date
of the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 15

1. Any State Party may denounce the present Protocol at any time by written
notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall thereafter
inform the other States Parties to the Convention and all States that have signed the
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Convention. The denunciation shall take effect one year after the date of receipt of
the notification by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. Such adenunciation shall not have the effect of releasing the State Party
from its obligations under this Protocol in regard to any offence that occurs prior to
the date on which the denunciation becomes effective. Nor shall such adenunciation
prejudice in any way the continued consideration of any matter that is aready under
consideration by the Committee prior to the date on which the denunciation
becomes effective.

Article 16

1.  Any State Party may propose an amendment and fileit with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall thereupon communicate
the proposed amendment to States Parties, with arequest that they indicate whether
they favour a conference of States Parties for the purpose of considering and voting
upon the proposals. In the event that, within four months from the date of such com-
munication, at least onethird of the States Parties favour such aconference, the Sec-
retary-General shall convene the conference under the auspices of the United
Nations. Any amendment adopted by a mgjority of States Parties present and voting
at the conference shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval.

2. An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present
articleshall enter into forcewhen it has been approved by the General Assembly and
accepted by atwo-thirds majority of States Parties.

3. When an amendment entersinto force, it shall be binding on those States
Parties that have accepted it, other States Parties still being bound by the provisions
of the present Protocol and any earlier amendments that they have accepted.

Article 17

1. The present Protocol, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives
of the United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified cop-
ies of the present Protocol to al States Parties to the Convention and all States that
have signed the Convention.



26. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
on the involvement of children in armed conflict

Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by General Assembly
resolution 54/263 of 25 May 2000

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 12 FEBRUARY 2002, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 10

The Sates Parties to the present Protocol,

Encouraged by the overwhelming support for the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, demonstrating the widespread commitment that exists to strive for the
promotion and protection of the rights of the child,

Reaffirming that the rights of children require special protection, and calling
for continuous improvement of the situation of children without distinction, aswell
as for their development and education in conditions of peace and security,

Disturbed by the harmful and widespread impact of armed conflict on children
and the long-term consequences this has for durable peace, security and develop-
ment,

Condemning the targeting of children in situations of armed conflict and direct
attacks on objects protected under international law, including places generally hav-
ing a significant presence of children, such as schools and hospitals,

Noting the adoption of the Statute of the International Crimina Court and, in
particular, itsinclusion asawar crime of conscripting or enlisting children under the
age of 15 years or using them to participate actively in hostilities in both interna-
tional and non-international armed conflicts,

Considering, therefore, that to strengthen further the implementation of rights
recognized in the Convention on the Rights of the Child there is a need to increase
the protection of children from involvement in armed conflict,

Noting that article 1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child specifies
that, for the purposes of that Convention, a child means every human being below
the age of 18 yearsunless, under the law applicable to the child, mgjority is attained
earlier,

Convinced that an optional protocol to the Convention raising the age of pos-
sible recruitment of persons into armed forces and their participation in hostilities
will contribute effectively to the implementation of the principle that the best inter-
ests of the child areto be aprimary consideration in al actions concerning children,

Noting that the twenty-sixth International Conference of the Red Cross and
Red Crescent in December 1995 recommended, inter alia, that parties to conflict
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take every feasible step to ensure that children below the age of 18 years do not take
part in hostilities,

Welcoming the unanimous adoption, in June 1999, of International Labour
Organization Convention No. 182 on the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the
Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour, which prohibits, inter alia, forced
or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict,

Condemning with the gravest concer n the recruitment, training and use within
and across national borders of children in hostilities by armed groups distinct from
the armed forces of a State, and recognizing the responsibility of those who recruit,
train and use children in this regard,

Recalling the obligation of each party to an armed conflict to abide by the pro-
visions of international humanitarian law,

Sressing that the present Protocol is without prejudice to the purposes and
principles contained in the Charter of the United Nations, including Article 51, and
relevant norms of humanitarian law,

Bearing in mind that conditions of peace and security based on full respect of
the purposes and principles contained in the Charter and observance of applicable
human rights instruments are indispensable for the full protection of children, in
particular during armed conflicts and foreign occupation,

Recognizing the special needs of those children who are particularly vulnera-
ble to recruitment or use in hogtilities contrary to this Protocol owing to their eco-
nomic or social status or gender,

Mindful of the necessity of taking into consideration the economic, socia and
political root causes of the involvement of children in armed conflicts,

Convinced of the need to strengthen international cooperation in the imple-
mentation of this Protocol, as well as the physical and psychosocia rehabilitation
and social reintegration of children who are victims of armed conflict,

Encouraging the participation of the community and, in particular, children
and child victims in the dissemination of informational and educational pro-
grammes concerning the implementation of the Protocol,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure that members of their
armed forces who have not attained the age of 18 years do not take a direct part in
hostilities.

Article 2

States Parties shall ensure that persons who have not attained the age of 18
years are not compulsorily recruited into their armed forces.
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Article 3

1. States Parties shall raise in years the minimum age for the voluntary
recruitment of persons into their national armed forces from that set out in article
38, paragraph 3, of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, taking account of the
principles contained in that article and recognizing that under the Convention per-
sons under 18 are entitled to special protection.

2. Each State Party shall deposit a binding declaration upon ratification of or
accession to this Protocol that sets forth the minimum age at which it will permit
voluntary recruitment into its national armed forces and a description of the safe-
guards that it has adopted to ensure that such recruitment is not forced or coerced.

3. States Parties that permit voluntary recruitment into their national armed
forces under the age of 18 shall maintain safeguards to ensure, as a minimum, that:

(a) Such recruitment is genuinely voluntary;

(b) Such recruitment is done with the informed consent of the person’s par-
entsor legal guardians;

(c) Such persons are fully informed of the duties involved in such military
service;

(d) Such persons provide reliable proof of age prior to acceptance into
national military service.

4. Each State Party may strengthen its declaration at any time by notification
to that effect addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall
inform all States Parties. Such notification shall take effect on the date on which it
isreceived by the Secretary-General.

5. Therequirement to raise the age in paragraph 1 of the present article does
not apply to schools operated by or under the control of the armed forces of the
States Parties, in keeping with articles 28 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child.

Article 4

1. Armed groups that are distinct from the armed forces of a State should
not, under any circumstances, recruit or use in hostilities persons under the age of
18 years.

2. States Parties shall take all feasible measures to prevent such recruitment
and use, including the adoption of legal measures necessary to prohibit and crimi-
nalize such practices.

3. The application of the present article under this Protocol shall not affect
the legal status of any party to an armed conflict.

Article5

Nothing in the present Protocol shall be construed as precluding provisionsin
the law of a State Party or ininternational instruments and international humanitar-
ian law that are more conducive to the realization of the rights of the child.
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Article 6

1. Each State Party shall take all necessary legal, administrative and other
measures to ensure the effective implementation and enforcement of the provisions
of this Protocol within its jurisdiction.

2. States Parties undertake to make the principles and provisions of the
present Protocol widely known and promoted by appropriate means, to adults and
children alike.

3. StatesPartiesshall take all feasible measuresto ensure that personswithin
their jurisdiction recruited or used in hostilities contrary to this Protocol are demo-
bilized or otherwise released from service. States Parties shall, when necessary,
accord to these persons all appropriate assistance for their physical and psycholog-
ical recovery and their social reintegration.

Article7

1. States Parties shall cooperate in the implementation of the present Proto-
col, including in the prevention of any activity contrary to the Protocol and in the
rehabilitation and social reintegration of persons who are victims of acts contrary to
this Protocol, including through technical cooperation and financial assistance.
Such assistance and cooperation will be undertaken in consultation with concerned
States Parties and relevant international organizations.

2. StatesPartiesin aposition to do so shall provide such assistance through
existing multilateral, bilateral or other programmes, or, inter alia, through a volun-
tary fund established in accordance with the rules of the General Assembly.

Article 8

1. Each State Party shall submit, within two years following the entry into
force of the Protocol for that State Party, areport to the Committee on the Rights of
the Child providing comprehensive information on the measures it has taken to
implement the provisions of the Protocol, including the measures taken to imple-
ment the provisions on participation and recruitment.

2. Following the submission of the comprehensive report, each State Party
shal include in the reports it submits to the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
in accordance with article 44 of the Convention, any further information with
respect to the implementation of the Protocol. Other States Parties to the Protocol
shall submit areport every five years.

3. TheCommittee on the Rights of the Child may request from States Parties
further information relevant to the implementation of this Protocol.

Article 9

1. The present Protocol is open for signature by any State that is a party to
the Convention or has signed it.

2. Thepresent Protocol is subject to ratification and is open to accession by
any State. Instruments of ratification or accession shall be deposited with the Secre-
tary-General of the United Nations.
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3. The Secretary-General, in his capacity as depositary of the Convention
and the Protocol, shall inform all States Partiesto the Convention and all States that
have signed the Convention of each instrument of declaration pursuant to article 3.

Article 10

1. The present Protocol shall enter into force three months after the deposit
of the tenth instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Protocol or acceding to it after its
entry into force, the present Protocol shall enter into force one month after the date
of the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 11

1. Any State Party may denouncethe present Protocol at any time by written
notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall thereafter
inform the other States Parties to the Convention and all States that have signed the
Convention. The denunciation shall take effect one year after the date of receipt of
the notification by the Secretary-General. If, however, on the expiry of that year the
denouncing State Party is engaged in armed conflict, the denunciation shall not take
effect before the end of the armed conflict.

2. Such adenunciation shall not have the effect of releasing the State Party
from its obligations under the present Protocol in regard to any act that occurs prior
to the date on which the denunciation becomes effective. Nor shall such a denunci-
ation prejudice in any way the continued consideration of any matter that is already
under consideration by the Committee prior to the date on which the denunciation
becomes effective.

Article 12

1.  Any State Party may propose an amendment and fileit with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall thereupon communicate
the proposed amendment to States Parties, with arequest that they indicate whether
they favour a conference of States Parties for the purpose of considering and voting
upon the proposals. In the event that, within four months from the date of such com-
munication, at least onethird of the States Parties favour such aconference, the Sec-
retary-General shall convene the conference under the auspices of the United
Nations. Any amendment adopted by a majority of States Parties present and voting
at the conference shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval.

2. An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 1 of the present
article shall enter into force when it has been approved by the General Assembly of
the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds majority of States Parties.

3. When an amendment entersinto force, it shall be binding on those States
Parties that have accepted it, other States Parties still being bound by the provisions
of the present Protocol and any earlier amendments they have accepted.
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Article 13

1. The present Protocol, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives
of the United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified copies of
the present Protocol to al States Parties to the Convention and all States that have

signed the Convention.



27. Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138)

Adopted on 26 June 1973 by the General Conference of the International Labour Organisation
at itsfifty-eighth session

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 19 JUNE 1976, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 12

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the International
Labour Office, and having met inits fifty-eighth session on 6 June 1973, and

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to mini-
mum age for admission to employment, which is the fourth item on the agenda of
the session, and

Noting the terms of the Minimum Age (Industry) Convention, 1919, the Min-
imum Age (Sea) Convention, 1920, the Minimum Age (Agriculture) Convention,
1921, the Minimum Age (Trimmers and Stokers) Convention, 1921, the Minimum
Age (Non-Industrial Employment) Convention, 1932, the Minimum Age (Sea)
Convention (Revised), 1936, the Minimum Age (Industry) Convention (Revised),
1937, the Minimum Age (Non-Industriadl Employment) Convention (Revised),
1937, the Minimum Age (Fishermen) Convention, 1959, and the Minimum Age
(Underground Work) Convention, 1965, and

Considering that the time has come to establish a general instrument on the
subject, which would gradually replace the existing ones applicable to limited eco-
nomic sectors, with aview to achieving the total abolition of child labour, and

Having determined that these proposals shall take the form of an international
Convention,

Adopts this twenty-sixth day of June of the year one thousand nine hundred
and seventy-three the following Convention, which may be cited as the Minimum
Age Convention, 1973:

Article 1

Each Member for which this Convention is in force undertakes to pursue a
national policy designed to ensure the effective abolition of child labour and to raise
progressively the minimum age for admission to employment or work to a level
consistent with the fullest physical and mental development of young persons.

Article 2

1. Each Member which ratifies this Convention shall specify, in a declara-
tion appended to its ratification, a minimum age for admission to employment or
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work withinitsterritory and on means of transport registered in itsterritory; subject
to Articles 4 to 8 of this Convention, no one under that age shall be admitted to
employment or work in any occupation.

2. Each Member which has ratified this Convention may subsequently
notify the Director-General of the International Labour Office, by further declara-
tions, that it specifies a minimum age higher than that previously specified.

3. The minimum age specified in pursuance of paragraph 1 of this Article
shall not be less than the age of completion of compulsory schooling and, in any
case, shall not be lessthan 15 years.

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 3 of this Article, aMember
whose economy and educational facilities are insufficiently developed may, after
consultation with the organisations of employers and workers concerned, where
such exigt, initially specify aminimum age of 14 years.

5. Each Member which has specified a minimum age of 14 yearsin pursu-
ance of the provisions of the preceding paragraph shall include in its reports on the
application of this Convention submitted under article 22 of the constitution of the
International Labour Organisation a statement:

(@) That itsreason for doing so subsists; or

(b) That it renouncesits right to avail itself of the provisions in question as
from a stated date.

Article 3

1. The minimum age for admission to any type of employment or work
which by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out is likely to jeop-
ardise the health, safety or morals of young persons shall not be less than 18 years.

2. The types of employment or work to which paragraph 1 of this Article
applies shall be determined by national laws or regulations or by the competent
authority, after consultation with the organisations of employers and workers con-
cerned, where such exist.

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article, national
laws or regulations or the competent authority may, after consultation with the
organisations of employers and workers concerned, where such exist, authorise
employment or work as from the age of 16 years on condition that the health, safety
and morals of the young persons concerned are fully protected and that the young
persons have received adequate specific instruction or vocational training in therel -
evant branch of activity.

Article 4

1. Insofar asnecessary, the competent authority, after consultation with the
organisations of employers and workers concerned, where such exist, may exclude
from the application of this Convention limited categories of employment or work
in respect of which special and substantial problems of application arise.
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2. Each Member which ratifiesthis Convention shall listinitsfirst report on
the application of the Convention submitted under article 22 of the Constitution of
the International Labour Organisation any categories which may have been
excluded in pursuance of paragraph 1 of this Article, giving the reasons for such
exclusion, and shall state in subsequent reports the position of its law and practice
in respect of the categories excluded and the extent to which effect has been given
or is proposed to be given to the Convention in respect of such categories.

3. Employment or work covered by Article 3 of this Convention shall not be
excluded from the application of the Convention in pursuance of this Article.

Article5

1. A Member whose economy and administrative facilities areinsufficiently
developed may, after consultation with the organisations of employers and workers
concerned, where such exist, initially limit the scope of application of this Conven-
tion.

2. Each Member which availsitself of the provisions of paragraph 1 of this
Article shall specify, in a declaration appended to its ratification, the branches of
economic activity or types of undertakings to which it will apply the provisions of
the Convention.

3 Theprovisions of the Convention shall be applicable as a minimum to the
following: mining and quarrying; manufacturing; construction; electricity, gas and
water; sanitary services; transport, storage and communication; and plantations and
other agricultural undertakings mainly producing for commercial purposes, but
excluding family and small-scal e holdings producing for local consumption and not
regularly employing hired workers.

4. Any Member which has limited the scope of application of this Conven-
tion in pursuance of this Article:

(a) Shall indicate in its reports under article 22 of the Constitution of the
International Labour Organisation the general position as regards the employment
or work of young persons and children in the branches of activity which are
excluded from the scope of application of this Convention and any progress which
may have been made towards wider application of the provisions of the Convention;

(b) May at any timeformally extend the scope of application by adeclaration
addressed to the Director-General of the International Labour Office.

Article 6

This Convention does not apply to work done by children and young persons
in schools for general, vocational or technical education or in other training institu-
tions, or to work done by persons at least 14 years of age in undertakings, where
such work is carried out in accordance with conditions prescribed by the competent
authority, after consultation with the organisations of employers and workers con-
cerned, where such exist, and isan integral part of:

(a) A courseof education or training for which aschool or training institution
is primarily responsible;
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(b) A programme of training mainly or entirely in an undertaking, which pro-
gramme has been approved by the competent authority; or

(c) A programme of guidance or orientation designed to facilitate the choice
of an occupation or of aline of training.

Article7

1. National laws or regulations may permit the employment or work of per-
sons 13 to 15 years of age on light work which is:

(@) Not likely to be harmful to their health or development; and

(b) Not such as to prejudice their attendance at schoal, their participation in
vocational orientation or training programmes approved by the competent authority
or their capacity to benefit from the instruction received.

2. National laws or regulations may also permit the employment or work of
personswho are at least 15 years of age but have not yet completed their compulsory
schooling on work which meets the requirements set forth in sub-paragraphs (a) and
(b) of paragraph 1 of this Article.

3. The competent authority shall determine the activities in which employ-
ment or work may be permitted under paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article and shall
prescribe the number of hours during which and the conditions in which such
employment or work may be undertaken.

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article, a
Member which has availed itself of the provisions of paragraph 4 of Article 2 may,
for aslong asit continues to do so, substitute the ages 12 and 14 for the ages 13 and
15 in paragraph 1 and the age 14 for the age 15 in paragraph 2 of this Article.

Article 8

1. After consultation with the organisations of employers and workers con-
cerned, where such exist, the competent authority may, by permits granted in indi-
vidual cases, allow exceptions to the prohibition of employment or work provided
forin Article 2 of this Convention, for such purposes as participation in artistic per-
formances.

2. Permits so granted shall limit the number of hours during which and pre-
scribe the conditions in which employment or work is allowed.

Article9

1. All necessary measures, including the provision of appropriate penalties,
shall be taken by the competent authority to ensure the effective enforcement of the
provisions of this Convention.

2. National laws or regulations or the competent authority shall define the
persons responsible for compliance with the provisions giving effect to the Conven-
tion.
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3. National lawsor regulations or the competent authority shall prescribethe
registers or other documents which shall be kept and made available by the
employer; such registers or documents shall contain the names and ages or dates of
birth, duly certified wherever possible, of persons whom he employs or who work
for him and who are less than 18 years of age.

Article 10

1. This Convention revises, on the terms set forth in this Article, the Mini-
mum Age (Industry) Convention, 1919, the Minimum Age (Sea) Convention, 1920,
the Minimum Age (Agriculture) Convention, 1921, the Minimum Age (Trimmers
and Stokers) Convention, 1921, the Minimum Age (Non-Industrial Employment)
Convention, 1932, the Minimum Age (Sea) Convention (Revised), 1936, the Mini-
mum Age (Industry) Convention (Revised), 1937, the Minimum Age (Non-Indus-
triad Employment) Convention (Revised), 1937, the Minimum Age (Fishermen)
Convention, 1959, and the Minimum Age (Underground Work) Convention, 1965.

2. The coming into force of this Convention shall not close the Minimum
Age (Sea) Convention (Revised), 1936, the Minimum Age (Industry) Convention
(Revised), 1937, the Minimum Age (Non-Industrial Employment) Convention
(Revised), 1937, the Minimum Age (Fishermen) Convention, 1959, or the Mini-
mum Age (Underground Work) Convention, 1965, to further ratification.

3. TheMinimum Age (Industry) Convention, 1919, the Minimum Age (Sea)
Convention, 1920, the Minimum Age (Agriculture) Convention, 1921, and the Min-
imum Age (Trimmers and Stokers) Convention, 1921, shall be closed to further rat-
ification when al the parties thereto have consented to such closing by ratification
of this Convention or by a declaration communicated to the Director-Genera of the
International Labour Office.

4. When the obligations of this Convention are accepted:

(@ By a Member which is a paty to the Minimum Age
(Industry) Convention (Revised), 1937, and a minimum age of not less than 15
years is specified in pursuance of Article 2 of this Convention, this shall ipso jure
involve the immediate denunciation of that Convention,

(b) Inrespect of non-industrial employment as defined in the Minimum Age
(Non-Industrial Employment) Convention, 1932, by a Member which is a party to
that Convention, this shall ipso jure involve the immediate denunciation of that
Convention,

(¢) Inrespect of non-industrial employment as defined in the Minimum Age
(Non-Industrial Employment) Convention (Revised), 1937, by a Member which is
aparty to that Convention, and a minimum age of not less than 15 yearsis specified
in pursuance of Article 2 of this Convention, this shall ipso jure involve the imme-
diate denunciation of that Convention,

(d) Inrespect of maritime employment, by a Member which is a party to the
Minimum Age (Sea) Convention (Revised), 1936, and a minimum age of not less
than 15 yearsis specified in pursuance of Article 2 of this Convention or the Mem-
ber specifiesthat Article 3 of this Convention applies to maritime employment, this
shall ipso jure involve the immediate denunciation of that Convention,
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(e) In respect of employment in maritime fishing, by a Member which is a
party to the Minimum Age (Fishermen) Convention, 1959, and a minimum age of
not lessthan 15 yearsis specified in pursuance of Article 2 of this Convention or the
Member specifiesthat Article 3 of this Convention applies to employment in mari-
time fishing, this shall ipso jureinvolve theimmediate denunciation of that Conven-
tion,

() By aMember which is aparty to the Minimum Age (Underground Work)
Convention, 1965, and a minimum age of not less than the age specified in pursu-
ance of that Convention is specified in pursuance of Article 2 of this Convention or
the Member specifies that such an age appliesto employment underground in mines
in virtue of Article 3 of this Convention, this shall ipso jure involve the immediate
denunciation of that Convention,

if and when this Convention shall have come into force.
5. Acceptance of the obligations of this Convention:

(a) shall involve the denunciation of the Minimum Age (Industry) Conven-
tion, 1919, in accordance with Article 12 thereof,

(b) In respect of agriculture shall involve the denunciation of the Minimum
Age (Agriculture) Convention, 1921, in accordance with Article 9 thereof,

() In respect of maritime employment shall involve the denunciation of the
Minimum Age (Sea) Convention, 1920, in accordance with Article 10 thereof, and
of the Minimum Age (Trimmers and Stokers) Convention, 1921, in accordance with
Article 12 thereof,

if and when this Convention shall have come into force.

Article 11

The forma ratifications of this Convention shall be communicated to the
Director-General of the International Labour Office for registration.

Article 12

1. This Convention shall be binding only upon those Members of the Inter-
national Labour Organisation whose ratifications have been registered with the
Director-General.

2. It shall come into force twelve months after the date on which the ratifi-
cations of two Members have been registered with the Director-General .

3. Thereafter, this Convention shall come into force for any Member twelve
months after the date on which itsratification has been registered.

Article 13

1. A Member which has ratified this Convention may denounce it after the
expiration of ten years from the date on which the Convention first comesinto force,
by an act communicated to the Director-General of the International Labour Office
for registration. Such denunciation should not take effect until one year after the
date on which it is registered.
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2. Each Member which has ratified this Convention and which does not,
within the year following the expiration of the period of ten years mentioned in the
preceding paragraph, exercise the right of denunciation provided for in this Article,
will be bound for another period of ten years and, thereafter, may denounce this
Convention at the expiration of each period of ten years under the terms provided
forinthisArticle.

Article 14

1. The Director-Genera of the International Labour Office shall notify all
Members of the International Labour Organisation of the registration of all ratifica-
tions and denunciations communicated to him by the Members of the Organisation.

2. When notifying the Members of the Organisation of the registration of the
second ratification communicated to him, the Director-General shall draw the atten-
tion of the Members of the Organisation to the date upon which the Convention will
comeinto force.

Article 15

The Director-General of thelnternational Labour Office shall communicateto
the Secretary-General of the United Nations for registration in accordance with
Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations full particulars of al ratifications
and acts of denunciation registered by him in accordance with the provisions of the
preceding Articles.

Article 16

At such times as may consider necessary the Governing Body of the Interna-
tional Labour Officeshall present to the General Conference areport on theworking
of this Convention and shall examine the desirability of placing on the agenda of the
Conference the question of its revision in whole or in part.

Article 17

1. Should the Conference adopt a new Convention revising this Convention
in whole or in part, then, unless the new Convention otherwise provides:

(@) The ratification by a Member of the new revising Convention shall ipso
jure involve the immediate denunciation of this Convention, notwithstanding the
provisions of Article 13 above, if and when the new revising Convention shall have
come into force;

(b) Asfrom the date when the new revising Convention comesinto force this
Convention shall cease to be open to ratification by the Members.

2. This Convention shall in any case remain in forcein its actual form and
content for those Members which have ratified it but have not ratified the revising
Convention.

Article 18

The English and French versions of the text of this Convention are equaly
authoritative.



28. Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182)

Adopted on 17 June 1999 by the General Conference
of the International Labour Organization at its eighty-seventh session

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 19 NoveMBER 2000, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 10

The General Conference of the International Labour Organization,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the International
Labour Office, and having met in its 87th Session on 1 June 1999, and

Considering the need to adopt new instruments for the prohibition and elimi-
nation of the worst forms of child labour, as the main priority for national and inter-
national action, including international cooperation and assistance, to complement
the Convention and the Recommendation concerning Minimum Age for Admission
to Employment, 1973, which remain fundamental instruments on child labour, and

Considering that the effective elimination of the worst forms of child labour
requires immediate and comprehensive action, taking into account the importance
of free basic education and the need to remove the children concerned from al such
work and to provide for their rehabilitation and social integration while addressing
the needs of their families, and

Recalling the resol ution concerning the elimination of child labour adopted by
the International Labour Conference at its 83rd Session in 1996, and

Recognizing that child labour is to a great extent caused by poverty and that
the long-term solution lies in sustained economic growth leading to social progress,
in particular poverty alleviation and universal education, and

Recalling the Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly on 20 November 1989, and

Recalling the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work
and its Follow-up, adopted by the International Labour Conference at its 86th Ses-
sion in 1998, and

Recalling that some of the worst forms of child labour are covered by other
international instruments, in particular the Forced Labour Convention, 1930, and
the United Nations Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the
Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery, 1956, and

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to child
labour, which is the fourth item on the agenda of the session, and

Having determined that these proposal s shall take the form of an international
Convention,
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Adoptsthis seventeenth day of June of the year one thousand nine hundred and
ninety-nine the following Convention, which may be cited as the Worst Forms of
Child Labour Convention, 1999.

Article 1

Each Member which ratifies this Convention shall take immediate and effec-
tive measures to secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child
labour as a matter of urgency.

Article 2

For the purposes of this Convention, the term “child” shall apply to all persons
under the age of 18.

Article 3

For the purposes of this Convention, the term “the worst forms of child
labour” comprises:

(a) All forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and
trafficking of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory labour,
including forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict;

(b) The use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the produc-
tion of pornography or for pornographic performances,

(c) Theuse, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular
for the production and trafficking of drugs as defined in the relevant international
treaties;

(d) Work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out,
islikely to harm the health, safety or morals of children.

Article 4

1. Thetypes of work referred to under Article 3(d) shall be determined by
national laws or regulations or by the competent authority, after consultation with
the organizations of employers and workers concerned, taking into consideration
relevant international standards, in particular Paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Worst Forms
of Child Labour Recommendation, 1999.

2. The competent authority, after consultation with the organizations of
employers and workers concerned, shall identify where the types of work so deter-
mined exist.

3. Thelist of the types of work determined under paragraph 1 of this Article
shall be periodically examined and revised as necessary, in consultation with the
organizations of employers and workers concerned.

Article5

Each Member shall, after consultation with employers’ and workers' organi-
zations, establish or designate appropriate mechanisms to monitor the implementa-
tion of the provisions giving effect to this Convention.
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Article 6

1. Each Member shall design and implement programmes of action to elim-
inate as a priority the worst forms of child labour.

2. Such programmes of action shall be designed and implemented in consul -
tation with relevant government institutions and employers’ and workers' organiza-
tions, taking into consideration the views of other concerned groups as appropriate.

Article7

1. Each Member shall take all necessary measures to ensure the effective
implementation and enforcement of the provisions giving effect to this Convention
including the provision and application of penal sanctions or, as appropriate, other
sanctions.

2. Each Member shall, taking into account the importance of education in
eliminating child labour, take effective and time-bound measures to:

(a) Prevent the engagement of children in the worst forms of child labour;

(b) Providethe necessary and appropriate direct assistance for the removal of
children from the worst forms of child labour and for their rehabilitation and socia
integration;

(c) Ensure access to free basic education, and, wherever possible and appro-
priate, vocational training, for all children removed from the worst forms of child
labour;

(d) Identify and reach out to children at special risk; and
(e) Take account of the special situation of girls.

3. Each Member shall designate the competent authority responsible for the
implementation of the provisions giving effect to this Convention.

Article 8

Members shall take appropriate steps to assist one another in giving effect to
the provisions of this Convention through enhanced international cooperation and/
or assistance including support for social and economic development, poverty erad-
ication programmes and universal education.

Article9

The formal ratifications of this Convention shall be communicated to the
Director-General of the International Labour Office for registration.

Article 10

1. This Convention shall be binding only upon those Members of the Inter-
national Labour Organization whose ratifications have been registered with the
Director-General of the International Labour Office.
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2. It shal comeinto force 12 months after the date on which the ratifications
of two Members have been registered with the Director-General.

3. Theresafter, this Convention shall come into force for any Member 12
months after the date on which its ratification has been registered.

Article 11

1. A Member which has ratified this Convention may denounce it after the
expiration of ten yearsfrom the date on which the Convention first comesinto force,
by an act communicated to the Director-General of the International Labour Office
for registration. Such denunciation shall not take effect until one year after the date
onwhich it isregistered.

2. Each Member which has ratified this Convention and which does not,
within the year following the expiration of the period of ten years mentioned in the
preceding paragraph, exercise the right of denunciation provided for in this Article,
will be bound for another period of ten years and, thereafter, may denounce this
Convention at the expiration of each period of ten years under the terms provided
forinthisArticle.

Article 12

1. The Director-Genera of the International Labour Office shall notify all
Members of the International Labour Organization of the registration of all ratifica-
tions and acts of denunciation communicated by the Members of the Organization.

2. When notifying the Members of the Organization of the registration of the
second ratification, the Director-General shall draw the attention of the Members of
the Organization to the date upon which the Convention shall come into force.

Article 13

The Director-General of thelnternational Labour Office shall communicate to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, for registration in accordance with arti-
cle 102 of the Charter of the United Nations, full particulars of all ratifications and
acts of denunciation registered by the Director-General in accordance with the pro-
visions of the preceding Articles.

Article 14

At such times as it may consider necessary, the Governing Body of the Inter-
national Labour Office shall present to the General Conferenceareport on thework-
ing of this Convention and shall examine the desirability of placing on the agenda
of the Conference the question of its revision in whole or in part.

Article 15

1. Should the Conference adopt a new Convention revising this Convention
in whole or in part, then, unless the new Convention otherwise provides:

(a) Theratification by a Member of the new revising Convention shall ipso
jure involve the immediate denunciation of this Convention, notwithstanding the
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provisions of Article 11 above, if and when the new revising Convention shall have
come into force;

(b) Asfrom the date when the new revising Convention comesinto force, this
Convention shall cease to be open to ratification by the Members.

2. This Convention shall in any case remain in forcein its actual form and
content for those Members which have ratified it but have not ratified the revising
Convention.

Article 16

The English and French versions of the text of this Convention are equally
authoritative.






H. RIGHTS OF OLDER PERSONS

29. United NationsPrinciplesfor Older Persons

Adopted by General Assembly resolution 46/91 of 16 December 1991

The General Assembly,
Appreciating the contribution that older persons make to their societies,

Recognizing that, in the Charter of the United Nations, the peoples of the
United Nations declare, inter alia, their determination to reaffirm faith in fundamen-
tal human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights
of men and women and of nations large and small and to promote social progress
and better standards of lifein larger freedom,

Noting the elaboration of those rights in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rightsand other declarationsto ensure
the application of universa standardsto particular groups,

In pursuance of the International Plan of Action on Ageing, adopted by the
World Assembly on Ageing and endorsed by the General Assembly initsresolution
37/51 of 3 December 1982,

Appreciating the tremendous diversity in the situation of older persons, not
only between countries but within countries and between individuals, which
requires avariety of policy responses,

Awarethat in all countries, individuals are reaching an advanced age in greater
numbers and in better health than ever before,

Aware of the scientific research disproving many stereotypes about inevitable
and irreversible declines with age,

Convinced that in aworld characterized by an increasing number and propor-
tion of older persons, opportunities must be provided for willing and capable older
persons to participate in and contribute to the ongoing activities of society,

Mindful that the strains on family life in both developed and devel oping coun-
tries require support for those providing careto frail older persons,

Bearing in mind the standards already set by the International Plan of Action
on Ageing and the conventions, recommendations and resolutions of the Interna-
tional Labour Organization, the World Health Organization and other United
Nations entities,
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Encourages Governments to incorporate the following principles into their
national programmes whenever possible:

INDEPENDENCE

1. Older persons should have access to adequate food, water, shelter, cloth-
ing and health care through the provision of income, family and community support
and self-help.

2. Older persons should have the opportunity to work or to have access to
other income-generating opportunities.

3. Older persons should be able to participate in determining when and at
what pace withdrawal from the labour force takes place.

4. Older persons should have access to appropriate educational and training
programmes.

5. Older persons should be able to live in environments that are safe and
adaptable to personal preferences and changing capacities.

6. Older persons should be able to reside at home for as long as possible.

PARTICIPATION

7. Older persons should remain integrated in society, participate actively in
the formulation and implementation of policies that directly affect their well-being
and share their knowledge and skills with younger generations.

8. Older persons should be able to seek and devel op opportunitiesfor service
to the community and to serve as volunteers in positions appropriate to their inter-
ests and capabilities.

9. Older persons should be able to form movements or associations of older
persons.

CARE

10. Older persons should benefit from family and community care and pro-
tection in accordance with each society’s system of cultural values.

11. Older persons should have access to health care to help them to maintain
or regain the optimum level of physical, mental and emotiona well-being and to
prevent or delay the onset of illness.

12. Older persons should have accessto socia and legal servicesto enhance
their autonomy, protection and care.

13. Older persons should be able to utilize appropriate levels of institutional
care providing protection, rehabilitation and social and mental stimulation in a
humane and secure environment.
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14. Older persons should be able to enjoy human rights and fundamental
freedoms when residing in any shelter, care or treatment facility, including full
respect for their dignity, beliefs, needs and privacy and for the right to make deci-
sions about their care and the quality of their lives.

SELF-FULFILMENT

15. Older persons should be able to pursue opportunities for the full devel-
opment of their potential.

16. Older persons should have access to the educational, cultura, spiritua
and recreational resources of society.

DiGNITY

17. Older persons should be able to live in dignity and security and be free
of exploitation and physical or mental abuse.

18. Older persons should betreated fairly regardless of age, gender, racial or
ethnic background, disability or other status, and be valued independently of their
economic contribution.






|. RIGHTS OF PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES

30. Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons

Proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 2856 (XXVI) of 20 December 1971

The General Assembly,

Mindful of the pledge of the States Members of the United Nations under the
Charter to take joint and separate action in co-operation with the Organization to
promote higher standards of living, full employment and conditions of economic
and socia progress and devel opment,

Reaffirming faith in human rights and fundamenta freedoms and in the prin-
ciples of peace, of the dignity and worth of the human person and of socia justice
proclaimed in the Charter,

Recalling the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Covenants on Human Rights, the Declaration of the Rights of the
Child and the standards already set for social progressin the constitutions, conven-
tions, recommendations and resolutions of the International Labour Organisation,
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the World
Health Organization, the United Nations Children’s Fund and other organizations
concerned,

Emphasizing that the Declaration on Social Progress and Development has
proclaimed the necessity of protecting the rights and assuring the welfare and reha
bilitation of the physically and mentally disadvantaged,

Bearing in mind the necessity of assisting mentally retarded persons to
develop their abilities in various fields of activities and of promoting their integra-
tion asfar as possible in normal life,

Aware that certain countries, at their present stage of development, can devote
only limited efforts to this end,

Proclaims this Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons and
calsfor national and international action to en surethat it will be used asacommon
basis and frame of reference for the protection of these rights:

1. The mentally retarded person has, to the maximum degree of feasibility,
the same rights as other human beings.
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2. Thementally retarded person has aright to proper medical care and phys-
ical therapy and to such education, training, rehabilitation and guidance as will
enable him to develop his ability and maximum potential.

3. The mentally retarded person has a right to economic security and to a
decent standard of living. He has aright to perform productive work or to engage in
any other meaningful occupation to the fullest possible extent of his capabilities.

4. Whenever possible, the mentally retarded person should live with hisown
family or with foster parents and participate in different forms of community life.
The family with which he lives should receive assistance. If care in an ingtitution
becomes necessary, it should be provided in surroundings and other circumstances
as close as possible to those of normal life.

5. Thementaly retarded person has aright to aqualified guardian when this
isrequired to protect his personal well-being and interests.

6. The mentally retarded person has aright to protection from exploitation,
abuse and degrading treatment. If prosecuted for any offence, he shall have a right
to due process of law with full recognition being given to his degree of mental
responsibility.

7. Whenever mentally retarded persons are unable, because of the severity
of their handicap, to exerciseall their rightsin ameaningful way or it should become
necessary to restrict or deny some or al of these rights, the procedure used for that
restriction or denial of rights must contain proper lega safeguards against every
form of abuse. This procedure must be based on an evaluation of the social capabil-
ity of the mentally retarded person by qualified experts and must be subject to peri-
odic review and to the right of appeal to higher authorities.



31. Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons

Proclaimed by General Assembly resolution 3447 (XXX) of 9 December 1975

The General Assembly,

Mindful of the pledge made by Member States, under the Charter of the United
Nations to take joint and separate action in co-operation with the Organization to
promote higher standards of living, full employment and conditions of economic
and socia progress and devel opment,

Reaffirming its faith in human rights and fundamental freedoms and in the
principles of peace, of the dignity and worth of the human person and of social jus-
tice proclaimed in the Charter,

Recalling the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Covenants on Human Rights, the Declaration of the Rights of the
Child and the Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons, as well as
the standards already set for social progress in the constitutions, conventions, rec-
ommendations and resolutions of the International Labour Organisation, the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the World Health Orga-
nization, the United Nations Children’s Fund and other organizations concerned,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1921 (LVI11) of 6 May
1975 on the prevention of disability and the rehabilitation of disabled persons,

Emphasizing that the Declaration on Social Progress and Development has
proclaimed the necessity of protecting the rights and assuring the welfare and reha
bilitation of the physically and mentally disadvantaged,

Bearing in mind the necessity of preventing physical and mental disabilities
and of assisting disabled persons to develop their abilities in the most varied fields
of activities and of promoting their integration as far as possible in normal life,

Aware that certain countries, at their present stage of development, can devote
only limited efforts to this end,

Proclaims this Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons and calls for
national and international action to ensurethat it will be used asa common basis and
frame of reference for the protection of theserights:

1. Theterm “disabled person” means any person unableto ensure by himself
or herself, wholly or partly, the necessities of anormal individual and/or social life,
as aresult of deficiency, either congenital or not, in his or her physical or mental
capabilities.
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2. Disabled persons shall enjoy all the rights set forth in this Declaration.
These rights shall be granted to all disabled persons without any exception whatso-
ever and without distinction or discrimination on the basis of race, colour, sex, lan-
guage, religion, political or other opinions, national or social origin, state of wealth,
birth or any other situation applying either to the disabled person himself or herself
or to hisor her family.

3. Disabled persons have the inherent right to respect for their human dig-
nity. Disabled persons, whatever the origin, nature and seriousness of their handi-
caps and disabilities, have the same fundamental rights as their fellow-citizens of
the same age, which implies first and foremost the right to enjoy a decent life, as
normal and full as possible.

4. Disabled persons have the same civil and political rights as other human
beings; paragraph 7 of the Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons
applies to any possible limitation or suppression of those rights for mentally dis-
abled persons.

5. Disabled persons are entitled to the measures designed to enable them to
become as self-reliant as possible.

6. Disabled persons have the right to medical, psychological and functional
treatment, including prosthetic and orthetic appliances, to medical and social reha-
bilitation, education, vocational training and rehabilitation, aid, counselling, place-
ment services and other serviceswhich will enable them to develop their capabilities
and skills to the maximum and will hasten the processes of their social integration
or reintegration.

7. Disabled persons have the right to economic and social security and to a
decent level of living. They have the right, according to their capabilities, to secure
and retain employment or to engage in a useful, productive and remunerative occu-
pation and to join trade unions.

8. Disabled persons are entitled to have their special needs taken into con-
sideration at all stages of economic and social planning.

9. Disabled persons have the right to live with their families or with foster
parentsand to participatein all social, creative or recreational activities. No disabled
person shall be subjected, as far as his or her residence is concerned, to differential
treatment other than that required by his or her condition or by the improvement
which he or she may derive therefrom. If the stay of adisabled person in a special-
ized establishment is indispensable, the environment and living conditions therein
shall be as close as possible to those of the normal life of aperson of his or her age.

10. Disabled persons shall be protected against all exploitation, all regula-
tions and all treatment of a discriminatory, abusive or degrading nature.

11. Disabled persons shall be able to avail themselves of qualified legal aid
when such aid proves indispensable for the protection of their persons and property.
If judicial proceedings are instituted against them, the legal procedure applied shall
take their physical and mental condition fully into account.
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12.  Organizations of disabled persons may be usefully consulted in all mat-
tersregarding the rights of disabled persons.

13. Disabled persons, their families and communities shall be fully
informed, by all appropriate means, of the rights contained in this Declaration.



32. Principlesfor the protection of personswith mental illnessand the
improvement of mental health care

Adopted by General Assembly resolution 46/119 of 17 December 1991

APPLICATION

These Principles shall be applied without discrimination of any kind such as
on grounds of disability, race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opin-
ion, national, ethnic or social origin, legal or social status, age, property or birth.

DEFINITIONS

In these Principles:
“Counsel” means alegal or other qualified representative;

“Independent authority” means a competent and independent authority pre-
scribed by domestic law;

“Mental health care” includes analysisand diagnosis of aperson’smental con-
dition, and treatment, care and rehabilitation for amental illness or suspected mental
illness;

“Mental health facility” means any establishment, or any unit of an establish-
ment, which asits primary function provides mental health care;

“Mental health practitioner” means a medical doctor, clinical psychologist,
nurse, socia worker or other appropriately trained and qualified person with spe-
cific skills relevant to mental health care;

“Patient” means aperson receiving mental health care and includesall persons
who are admitted to a mental health facility;

“Personal representative’ means aperson charged by law with the duty of rep-
resenting a patient’s interests in any specified respect or of exercising specified
rights on the patient’s behalf, and includes the parent or legal guardian of a minor
unless otherwise provided by domestic law;

“The review body” means the body established in accordance with

Principle 17 to review the involuntary admission or retention of a patient in amental
health facility.
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GENERAL LIMITATION CLAUSE

The exercise of the rights set forth in these Principles may be subject only to
such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect the health or
safety of the person concerned or of others, or otherwise to protect public safety,
order, health or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.

Principle 1
Fundamental freedoms and basic rights

1. All persons have the right to the best available mental health care, which
shall be part of the health and social care system.

2. All persons with a mental illness, or who are being treated as such per-
sons, shall be treated with humanity and respect for the inherent dignity of the
human person.

3. All persons with a mental illness, or who are being treated as such per-
sons, have the right to protection from economic, sexua and other forms of exploi-
tation, physical or other abuse and degrading treatment.

4. There shall be no discrimination on the grounds of mental illness. “Dis
crimination” means any distinction, exclusion or preference that has the effect of
nullifying or impairing equal enjoyment of rights. Special measures solely to protect
the rights, or secure the advancement, of persons with mental illness shall not be
deemed to be discriminatory. Discrimination does not include any distinction,
exclusion or preference undertaken in accordance with the provisions of these Prin-
ciples and necessary to protect the human rights of a person with amental illness or
of aother individuals.

5. Every personwith amental illness shall havetheright to exercise al civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights as recognized in the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cul-
tural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and in other
relevant instruments, such as the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons and
the Body of Principlesfor the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Deten-
tion or Imprisonment.

6. Any decision that, by reason of his or her mental illness, a person lacks
legal capacity, and any decision that, in consequence of such incapacity, a personal
representative shall be appointed, shall be made only after afair hearing by an inde-
pendent and impartia tribunal established by domestic law. The person whose
capacity is at issue shall be entitled to be represented by a counsel. If the person
whose capacity is at issue does not himself or herself secure such representation, it
shall be made available without payment by that person to the extent that he or she
does not have sufficient means to pay for it. The counsel shall not in the same pro-
ceedings represent a mental health facility or its personnel and shall not also repre-
sent a member of the family of the person whose capacity is at issue unless the tri-
bunal is satisfied that there is no conflict of interest. Decisions regarding capacity
and the need for a personal representative shall be reviewed at reasonable intervals
prescribed by domestic law. The person whose capacity is at issue, his or her per-
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sonal representative, if any, and any other interested person shall have the right to
appeal to ahigher court against any such decision.

7. Whereacourt or other competent tribunal finds that a person with mental
illness is unable to manage his or her own affairs, measures shall be taken, so far as
is necessary and appropriate to that person’s condition, to ensure the protection of
his or her interest.

Principle 2
Protection of minors

Specia care should be given within the purposes of these Principles and
within the context of domestic law relating to the protection of minorsto protect the
rights of minors, including, if necessary, the appointment of a personal representa-
tive other than a family member.

Principle 3
Life in the community

Every person with amental illness shall have the right to live and work, asfar
as possible, in the community.

Principle 4
Determination of mental illness

1. A determination that aperson has amental illness shall be made in accor-
dance with internationally accepted medical standards.

2. A determination of mental illness shall never be made on the basis of
political, economic or social status, or membership of a cultural, racial or religious
group, or any other reason not directly relevant to mental health status.

3. Family or professional conflict, or non-conformity with moral, social,
cultural or political values or religious beliefs prevailing in a person’s community,
shall never be adetermining factor in diagnosing mental illness.

4. A background of past treatment or hospitalization as a patient shall not of
itself justify any present or future determination of mental illness.

5. Noperson or authority shall classify aperson as having, or otherwiseindi-
catethat aperson has, amental illness except for purposesdirectly relating to mental
illness or the consequences of mental illness.

Principle 5
Medical examination

No person shall be compelled to undergo medical examination with aview to
determining whether or not he or she has a mental illness except in accordance with
aprocedure authorized by domestic law.
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Principle 6
Confidentiality

The right of confidentiality of information concerning al persons to whom
these Principles apply shall be respected.

Principle 7
Role of community and culture

1. Every patient shall have theright to be treated and cared for, asfar as pos-
sible, in the community in which he or shelives.

2. Where treatment takes place in a mental health facility, a patient shall
have the right, whenever possible, to be treated near his or her home or the home of
his or her relatives or friends and shall have the right to return to the community as
soon as possible.

3. Every patient shall have the right to treatment suited to his or her cultural
background.

Principle 8
Sandards of care

1. Every patient shall have the right to receive such health and social care as
is appropriate to his or her health needs, and is entitled to care and treatment in
accordance with the same standards as other ill persons.

2. Every patient shall be protected from harm, including unjustified medica-
tion, abuse by other patients, staff or others or other acts causing mental distress or
physical discomfort.

Principle 9
Treatment

1. Every patient shall have theright to betreated in the least restrictive envi-
ronment and with the least restrictive or intrusive treatment appropriate to the
patient’s health needs and the need to protect the physical safety of others.

2. Thetreatment and care of every patient shall be based on an individualy
prescribed plan, discussed with the patient, reviewed regularly, revised as necessary
and provided by qualified professional staff.

3. Mental health care shall always be provided in accordance with applica-
ble standards of ethics for mental health practitioners, including internationally
accepted standards such as the Principles of Medical Ethics adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly. Mental health knowledge and skills shall never be
abused.

4. The treatment of every patient shall be directed towards preserving and
enhancing personal autonomy.
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Principle 10
Medication

1. Medication shall meet the best health needs of the patient, shall be given
to apatient only for therapeutic or diagnostic purposes and shall never be adminis-
tered as a punishment or for the convenience of others. Subject to the provisions of
paragraph 15 of Principle 11, mental health practitioners shall only administer med-
ication of known or demonstrated efficacy.

2. All medication shall be prescribed by a mental health practitioner autho-
rized by law and shall be recorded in the patient’s records.

Principle 11
Consent to treatment

1. Notreatment shall be given to a patient without his or her informed con-
sent, except as provided for in paragraphs 6, 7, 8, 13 and 15 below.

2. Informed consent is consent obtained freely, without threats or improper
inducements, after appropriate disclosure to the patient of adequate and understand-
able information in aform and language understood by the patient on:

(@) The diagnostic assessment;

(b) The purpose, method, likely duration and expected benefit of the pro-
posed treatment;

(c) Alternative modes of treatment, including those less intrusive; and

(d) Possible pain or discomfort, risks and side-effects of the proposed treat-
ment.

3. A patient may request the presence of aperson or persons of the patient’s
choosing during the procedure for granting consent.

4. A patient has the right to refuse or stop treatment, except as provided for
in paragraphs 6, 7, 8, 13 and 15 below. The consequences of refusing or stopping
treatment must be explained to the patient.

5. A patient shall never beinvited or induced to waive the right to informed
consent. If the patient should seek to do so, it shall be explained to the patient that
the treatment cannot be given without informed consent.

6. Except as provided in paragraphs 7, 8, 12, 13, 14 and 15 below, a pro-
posed plan of treatment may be given to a patient without a patient’s informed con-
sent if the following conditions are satisfied:

(@) The patient is, at the relevant time, held as an involuntary patient;

(b) An independent authority, having in its possession all relevant informa-
tion, including the information specified in paragraph 2 above, is satisfied that, at
therelevant time, the patient lacks the capacity to give or withhold informed consent
to the proposed plan of treatment or, if domestic legislation so provides, that, having
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regard to the patient’s own safety or the safety of others, the patient unreasonably
withholds such consent; and

(c) Theindependent authority is satisfied that the proposed plan of treatment
isin the best interest of the patient’s health needs.

7. Paragraph 6 above does not apply to a patient with a personal representa-
tive empowered by law to consent to treatment for the patient; but, except as pro-
vided in paragraphs 12, 13, 14 and 15 below, treatment may be given to such a
patient without his or her informed consent if the personal representative, having
been given theinformation described in paragraph 2 above, consents on the patient’s
behalf.

8. Except asprovided in paragraphs 12, 13, 14 and 15 below, treatment may
aso be given to any patient without the patient’s informed consent if a qualified
mental health practitioner authorized by law determinesthat it is urgently necessary
in order to prevent immediate or imminent harm to the patient or to other persons.
Such treatment shall not be prolonged beyond the period that is strictly necessary
for this purpose.

9. Whereany treatment isauthorized without the patient’sinformed consent,
every effort shall nevertheless be made to inform the patient about the nature of the
treatment and any possible alternatives and to involve the patient as far as practica-
ble in the devel opment of the treatment plan.

10. All treatment shall be immediately recorded in the patient’s medical
records, with an indication of whether involuntary or voluntary.

11. Physical restraint or involuntary seclusion of a patient shall not be
employed except in accordance with the officially approved procedures of the men-
tal health facility and only when it isthe only means available to prevent immediate
or imminent harm to the patient or others. It shall not be prolonged beyond the
period whichisstrictly necessary for this purpose. All instances of physical restraint
or involuntary seclusion, the reasons for them and their nature and extent shall be
recorded in the patient’s medical record. A patient who is restrained or secluded
shall be kept under humane conditions and be under the care and close and regular
supervision of qualified members of the staff. A personal representative, if any and
if relevant, shall be given prompt notice of any physica restraint or involuntary
seclusion of the patient.

12. Sterilization shall never be carried out as atreatment for mental illness.

13. A major medical or surgical procedure may be carried out on a person
with mental illness only where it is permitted by domestic law, where it is consid-
ered that it would best serve the health needs of the patient and where the patient
gives informed consent, except that, where the patient is unable to give informed
consent, the procedure shall be authorized only after independent review.

14. Psychosurgery and other intrusive and irreversible treatments for mental
illness shall never be carried out on a patient who is an involuntary patient in amen-
tal health facility and, to the extent that domestic law permitsthem to be carried out,
they may be carried out on any other patient only where the patient has given
informed consent and an independent external body has satisfied itself that thereis
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genuine informed consent and that the treatment best serves the health needs of the
patient.

15. Clinical trials and experimental treatment shall never be carried out on
any patient without informed consent, except that a patient who is unable to give
informed consent may be admitted to a clinical trial or given experimental treat-
ment, but only with the approval of a competent, independent review body specifi-
cally constituted for this purpose.

16. In the cases specified in paragraphs 6, 7, 8, 13, 14 and 15 above, the
patient or his or her personal representative, or any interested person, shall have the
right to appeal to ajudicia or other independent authority concerning any treatment
given to him or her.

Principle 12
Notice of rights

1. A patient in amental health facility shall beinformed as soon as possible
after admission, in aform and a language which the patient understands, of all his
or her rights in accordance with these Principles and under domestic law, which
information shall include an explanation of those rights and how to exercise them.

2. If and for so long as a patient is unable to understand such information,
the rights of the patient shall be communicated to the personal representative, if any
and if appropriate, and to the person or persons best able to represent the patient’s
interests and willing to do so.

3. A patient who has the necessary capacity has the right to nominate a per-
son who should beinformed on his or her behalf, aswell asaperson to represent his
or her interests to the authorities of the facility.

Principle 13
Rights and conditions in mental health facilities

1. Every patient in amental health facility shall, in particular, have the right
to full respect for his or her:

(a) Recognition everywhere as a person before the law;
(b) Privacy;

(c) Freedom of communication, which includes freedom to communicate
with other persons in the facility; freedom to send and receive uncensored private
communications; freedom to receive, in private, visits from a counsel or personal
representative and, at al reasonable times, from other visitors; and freedom of
access to postal and tel ephone services and to newspapers, radio and television;

(d) Freedom of religion or belief.

2. Theenvironment and living conditionsin mental health facilities shall be
as close as possible to those of the normal life of persons of similar age and in par-
ticular shall include:
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(a) Facilitiesfor recreational and leisure activities;
(b) Facilitiesfor education;

(c) Facilitiestopurchaseor receiveitemsfor daily living, recreation and com-
munication;

(d) Facilities, and encouragement to use such facilities, for apatient’sengage-
ment in active occupation suited to his or her social and cultural background, and
for appropriate vocationa rehabilitation measures to promote reintegration in the
community. These measures should include vocationa guidance, vocational train-
ing and placement services to enable patients to secure or retain employment in the
community.

3. Inno circumstances shall a patient be subject to forced labour. Within the
limits compatible with the needs of the patient and with the requirements of institu-
tional administration, a patient shall be able to choose the type of work he or she
wishes to perform.

4. The labour of a patient in a mental health facility shall not be exploited.
Every such patient shall have the right to receive the same remuneration for any
work which he or she does as would, according to domestic law or custom, be paid
for such work to a non-patient. Every such patient shall, in any event, have theright
toreceiveafair share of any remuneration which ispaid to the mental health facility
for his or her work.

Principle 14
Resources for mental health facilities

1. A menta health facility shall have access to the same level of resources
as any other health establishment, and in particular:

(@) Qualified medical and other appropriate professiona staff in sufficient
numbers and with adequate space to provide each patient with privacy and a pro-
gramme of appropriate and active therapy;

(b) Diagnostic and therapeutic equipment for the patient;
(c) Appropriate professional care; and

(d) Adequate, regular and comprehensive treatment, including supplies of
medication.

2. Every mental health facility shall be inspected by the competent authori-
ties with sufficient frequency to ensure that the conditions, treatment and care of
patients comply with these Principles.

Principle 15
Admission principles

1. Where a person needs treatment in a mental health facility, every effort
shall be made to avoid involuntary admission.
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2. Accessto a menta health facility shall be administered in the same way
as access to any other facility for any other illness.

3. Every patient not admitted involuntarily shall have the right to leave the
mental health facility at any time unless the criteria for his or her retention as an
involuntary patient, as set forth in Principle 16, apply, and he or she shall be
informed of that right.

Principle 16
Involuntary admission

1. A person may (@) be admitted involuntarily to a mental health facility as
apatient; or (b) having already been admitted voluntarily as a patient, be retained as
an involuntary patient in the mental health facility if, and only if, aqualified mental
health practitioner authorized by law for that purpose determines, in accordance
with Principle 4, that that person has a mental illness and considers:

(a) That, because of that mental illness, thereisaseriouslikelihood of imme-
diate or imminent harm to that person or to other persons; or

(b) That, in the case of a person whose mental illness is severe and whose
judgement isimpaired, failure to admit or retain that personislikely tolead to a seri-
ous deterioration in his or her condition or will prevent the giving of appropriate
treatment that can only be given by admission to a mental health facility in accor-
dance with the principle of the least restrictive aternative.

In the case referred to in subparagraph (b), a second such menta health prac-
titioner, independent of the first, should be consulted where possible. If such con-
sultation takes place, the involuntary admission or retention may not take place
unless the second mental health practitioner concurs.

2. Involuntary admission or retention shall initially be for a short period as
specified by domestic law for observation and preliminary treatment pending
review of the admission or retention by the review body. The grounds of the admis-
sion shall be communicated to the patient without delay and the fact of the admis-
sion and the grounds for it shall also be communicated promptly and in detail to the
review body, to the patient’s personal representative, if any, and, unless the patient
objects, to the patient’s family.

3. A mental health facility may receive involuntarily admitted patients only
if the facility has been designated to do so by a competent authority prescribed by
domestic law.

Principle 17
Review body

1. The review body shall be ajudicial or other independent and impartial
body established by domestic law and functioning in accordance with procedures
laid down by domestic law. It shall, in formulating its decisions, have the assistance
of one or more qualified and independent mental health practitioners and take their
advice into account.
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2. The review body’s initial review, as required by paragraph 2 of
Principle 16, of a decision to admit or retain a person as an involuntary patient shall
take place as soon as possible after that decision and shall be conducted in accor-
dance with simple and expeditious procedures as specified by domestic law.

3. The review body shall periodicaly review the cases of involuntary
patients at reasonable intervals as specified by domestic law.

4. Aninvoluntary patient may apply to the review body for release or volun-
tary status, at reasonable intervals as specified by domestic law.

5. At each review, the review body shall consider whether the criteria for
involuntary admission set out in paragraph 1 of Principle 16 are still satisfied, and,
if not, the patient shall be discharged as an involuntary patient.

6. If at any timethe mental health practitioner responsible for the caseis sat-
isfied that the conditions for the retention of a person as an involuntary patient are
no longer satisfied, he or she shal order the discharge of that person as such a
patient.

7. A patient or his personal representative or any interested person shall have
the right to appeal to a higher court against a decision that the patient be admitted
to, or beretained in, amental health facility.

Principle 18
Procedural safeguards

1. The patient shall be entitled to choose and appoint a counsel to represent
the patient as such, including representation in any complaint procedure or appeal.
If the patient does not secure such services, a counsel shall be made available with-
out payment by the patient to the extent that the pati ent lacks sufficient meansto pay.

2. Thepatient shall also be entitled to the assistance, if necessary, of the ser-
vices of an interpreter. Where such services are necessary and the patient does not
secure them, they shall be made available without payment by the patient to the
extent that the patient lacks sufficient means to pay.

3. The patient and the patient’s counsel may request and produce at any
hearing an independent mental health report and any other reports and oral, written
and other evidence that are relevant and admissible.

4. Copies of the patient’s records and any reports and documents to be sub-
mitted shall be given to the patient and to the patient’s counsel, except in special
cases where it is determined that a specific disclosure to the patient would cause
serious harm to the patient’s health or put at risk the safety of others. As domestic
law may provide, any document not given to the patient should, when this can be
done in confidence, be given to the patient’s personal representative and counsel.
When any part of adocument is withheld from a patient, the patient or the patient’s
counsel, if any, shall receive notice of the withholding and the reasons for it and
shall be subject to judicial review.
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5. The patient and the patient’s personal representative and counsel shall be
entitled to attend, participate and be heard personally in any hearing.

6. If the patient or the patient’s personal representative or counsel requests
that a particular person be present at a hearing, that person shall be admitted unless
it is determined that the person’s presence could cause serious harm to the patient’s
health or put at risk the safety of others.

7. Any decision whether the hearing or any part of it shall bein public or in
private and may be publicly reported shall give full consideration to the patient’s
own wishes, to the need to respect the privacy of the patient and of other persons
and to the need to prevent serious harm to the patient’s health or to avoid putting at
risk the safety of others.

8. The decision arising out of the hearing and the reasons for it shall be
expressed inwriting. Copies shall be given to the patient and his or her personal rep-
resentative and counsel. In deciding whether the decision shall be published in
whole or in part, full consideration shall be given to the patient’s own wishes, to the
need to respect his or her privacy and that of other persons, to the public interest in
the open administration of justice and to the need to prevent serious harm to the
patient’s health or to avoid putting at risk the safety of others.

Principle 19
Access to information

1. A patient (which term in this Principle includes a former patient) shall be
entitled to have access to the information concerning the patient in his or her health
and personal records maintained by a mental health facility. This right may be sub-
ject to restrictions in order to prevent serious harm to the patient’s health and avoid
putting at risk the safety of others. Asdomestic law may provide, any such informa
tion not given to the patient should, when this can be done in confidence, be given
to the patient’s personal representative and counsel. When any of theinformationis
withheld from a patient, the patient or the patient’s counsel, if any, shall receive
notice of the withholding and the reasons for it and it shall be subject to judicial
review.

2. Any written comments by the patient or the patient’s personal representa-
tive or counsel shall, on request, be inserted in the patient’s file.

Principle 20
Criminal offenders

1. This Principle applies to persons serving sentences of imprisonment for
criminal offences, or who are otherwise detained in the course of criminal proceed-
ings or investigations against them, and who are determined to have amental illness
or who it is believed may have such anillness.

2. All such persons should receive the best available mental health care as
provided in Principle 1. These Principles shall apply to them to the fullest extent
possible, with only such limited modifications and exceptions as are necessary in
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the circumstances. No such modifications and exceptions shall prejudice the per-
sons' rights under the instruments noted in paragraph 5 of Principle 1.

3. Domestic law may authorize a court or other competent authority, acting
on the basis of competent and independent medical advice, to order that such per-
sons be admitted to a mental health facility.

4. Treatment of persons determined to have amental illness shal in al cir-
cumstances be consistent with Principle 11.

Principle 21
Complaints

Every patient and former patient shall have the right to make a complaint
through procedures as specified by domestic law.

Principle 22
Monitoring and remedies

States shall ensure that appropriate mechanisms are in force to promote com-
pliance with these Principles, for the inspection of mental health facilities, for the
submission, investigation and resolution of complaints and for the institution of
appropriate disciplinary or judicial proceedings for professional misconduct or vio-
lation of the rights of a patient.

Principle 23
I mplementation

1. States should implement these Principles through appropriate legislative,
judicial, administrative, educational and other measures, which they shall review
periodically.

2. States shal make these Principles widely known by appropriate and
active means.

Principle 24
Scope of principles relating to mental health facilities

These Principles apply to all persons who are admitted to a mental health
facility.

Principle 25
Saving of existing rights

There shall be no restriction upon or derogation from any existing rights of
patients, including rights recognized in applicable international or domestic law, on
the pretext that these Principles do not recognize such rights or that they recognize
them to alesser extent.



33. Sandard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities
for Personswith Disabilities

Adopted by General Assembly resolution 48/96 of 20 December 1993

INTRODUCTION

Background and current needs

1. Therearepersonswith disabilitiesin all parts of theworld and at al levels
in every society. The number of persons with disabilitiesintheworld islarge and is
growing.

2. Both the causes and the consequences of disability vary throughout the
world. Those variations are the result of different socio-economic circumstances
and of the different provisionsthat States make for the well-being of their citizens.

3. Present disability policy is the result of developments over the past 200
years. In many ways it reflects the general living conditions and sociad and
economic policies of different times. In the disability field, however, there are also
many specific circumstances that have influenced the living conditions of persons
with disabilities. Ignorance, neglect, superstition and fear are social factors that
throughout the history of disability have isolated persons with disabilities and
delayed their development.

4. Over the years disability policy developed from elementary care at insti-
tutions to education for children with disabilities and rehabilitation for persons who
became disabled during adult life. Through education and rehabilitation, persons
with disabilities became more active and adriving force in the further development
of disability policy. Organizations of persons with disabilities, their families and
advocates were formed, which advocated better conditions for persons with disabil-
ities. After the Second World War the concepts of integration and normalization
wereintroduced, which reflected a growing awareness of the capabilities of persons
with disabilities.

5. Towardsthe end of the 1960s organi zations of persons with disabilitiesin
some countries started to formulate a new concept of disability. That new concept
indicated the close connection between the limitation experienced by individuals
with disabilities, the design and structure of their environments and the attitude of
the general population. At the same time the problems of disability in developing
countries were more and more highlighted. In some of those countries the percent-
age of the population with disabilities was estimated to be very high and, for the
most part, persons with disabilities were extremely poor.

248
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Previous international action

6. The rights of persons with disabilities have been the subject of much
attention in the United Nations and other international organizations over a long
period of time. The most important outcome of the International Year of Disabled
Persons, 1981, was the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons,
adopted by the General Assembly by its resolution 37/52 of 3 December 1982. The
Year and the World Programme of Action provided astrong impetus for progressin
the field. They both emphasized the right of persons with disabilities to the same
opportunities as other citizens and to an equal share in the improvementsin living
conditions resulting from economic and social devel opment. There also, for thefirst
time, handicap was defined as a function of the relationship between persons with
disabilities and their environment.

7. The Global Meeting of Experts to Review the Implementation of the
World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons at the Mid-Point of the
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons was held at Stockholm in 1987. It was
suggested at the Meeting that a guiding philosophy should be devel oped to indicate
the priorities for action in the years ahead. The basis of that philosophy should be
the recognition of the rights of persons with disabilities.

8. Consequently, the Meeting recommended that the General Assembly con-
vene a special conference to draft an international convention on the elimination of
al forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities, to be ratified by States
by the end of the Decade.

9. A draft outline of the convention was prepared by Italy and presented to
the General Assembly at its forty-second session. Further presentations concerning
adraft convention were made by Sweden at the forty-fourth session of the Assem-
bly. However, on both occasions, no consensus could be reached on the suitability
of such aconvention. In the opinion of many representatives, existing human rights
documents seemed to guarantee persons with disabilities the same rights as other
persons.

Towards standard rules

10. Guided by the deliberationsin the General Assembly, the Economic and
Social Council, at itsfirst regular session of 1990, finally agreed to concentrate on
the elaboration of an international instrument of a different kind. By its resolution
1990/26 of 24 May 1990, the Council authorized the Commission for Social Devel-
opment to consider, at itsthirty-second session, the establishment of an ad hoc open-
ended working group of government experts, funded by voluntary contributions, to
elaborate standard rules on the equalization of opportunities for disabled children,
youth and adults, in close collaboration with the specialized agencies, other inter-
governmental bodies and non-governmental organizations, especially organizations
of disabled persons. The Council also requested the Commission to finalize the text
of those rulesfor consideration in 1993 and for submission to the General Assembly
at its forty-eighth session.

11. The subsequent discussions in the Third Committee of the Genera
Assembly at the forty-fifth session showed that there was wide support for the new
initiative to elaborate standard rules on the equalization of opportunitiesfor persons
with disabilities.
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12. Atthethirty-second session of the Commission for Social Devel opment,
the initiative for standard rules received the support of alarge number of represen-
tatives and discussions led to the adoption of resolution 32/2 of 20 February 1991,
in which the Commission decided to establish an ad hoc open-ended working group
in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/26.

Purpose and content of the Sandard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities
for Persons with Disabilities

13. The Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons
with Disabilities have been developed on the basis of the experience gained during
the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons (1983-1992). The International Bill
of Human Rights, comprising the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Inter-
national Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Convention on the Rights of the Child
and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women, as well as the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons,
constitute the political and moral foundation for the Rules.

14. Although the Rules are not compulsory, they can become international
customary ruleswhen they are applied by agreat number of Stateswith theintention
of respecting a rule in international law. They imply a strong moral and political
commitment on behalf of States to take action for the equalization of opportunities
for persons with disabilities. Important principles for responsibility, action and
cooperation are indicated. Areas of decisive importance for the quality of life and
for the achievement of full participation and equality are pointed out. The Rules
offer an instrument for policy-making and action to persons with disabilities and
their organizations. They provide a basis for technical and economic cooperation
among States, the United Nations and other international organizations.

15. The purpose of the Rules is to ensure that girls, boys, women and men
with disabilities, as members of their societies, may exercise the same rights and
obligations as others. In all societies of the world there are till obstacles preventing
persons with disabilities from exercising their rights and freedoms and making it
difficult for them to participate fully in the activities of their societies. It is the
responsibility of Statesto take appropriate action to remove such obstacles. Persons
with disabilities and their organizations should play an active role as partnersin this
process. The equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilitiesis an essen-
tial contribution in the general and worldwide effort to mobilize human resources.
Special attention may need to be directed towards groups such as women, children,
the elderly, the poor, migrant workers, persons with dual or multiple disabilities,
indigenous people and ethnic minorities. In addition, there are alarge number of ref-
ugees with disabilities who have special needs requiring attention.

Fundamental conceptsin disability policy

16. Theconcepts set out below appear throughout the Rules. They are essen-
tially built on the concepts in the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled
Persons. In some cases they reflect the development that has taken place during the
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons.
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Disability and handicap

17. Theterm “disability” summarizes agreat number of different functional
limitations occurring in any population in any country of the world. People may be
disabled by physical, intellectual or sensory impairment, medical conditions or
mental illness. Such impairments, conditions or illnesses may be permanent or tran-
sitory in nature.

18. Theterm *handicap” meansthelossor limitation of opportunitiesto take
part in the life of the community on an equd level with others. It describes the
encounter between the person with adisability and the environment. The purpose of
this term is to emphasize the focus on the shortcomings in the environment and in
many organized activities in society, for example, information, communication and
education, which prevent persons with disabilities from participating on equal
terms.

19. Theuseof thetwo terms“disability” and “handicap”, as defined in para-
graphs 17 and 18 above, should be seen in the light of modern disability history.
During the 1970s there was a strong reaction among representatives of organizations
of personswith disabilities and professionalsin the field of disability against theter-
minology of the time. The terms “disability” and “handicap” were often used in an
unclear and confusing way, which gave poor guidance for policy-making and for
political action. The terminology reflected a medical and diagnostic approach,
which ignored the imperfections and deficiencies of the surrounding society.

20. 1n 1980, the World Health Organization adopted an international classi-
fication of impairments, disabilities and handicaps, which suggested a more precise
and at the same time relativistic approach. The International Classification of
Impairments, Disabilities, and Handicaps makes a clear distinction between
“impairment”, “disability” and “handicap”. It has been extensively used in areas
such as rehabilitation, education, statistics, policy, legislation, demography, sociol-
ogy, economics and anthropol ogy. Some users have expressed concern that the Clas-
sification, in its definition of the term “handicap”, may still be considered too med-
ical and too centred on theindividual, and may not adequately clarify theinteraction
between societal conditions or expectations and the abilities of theindividual. Those
concerns, and others expressed by users during the 12 years since its publication,
will be addressed in forthcoming revisions of the Classification.

21. Asaresult of experience gained in theimplementation of the World Pro-
gramme of Action and of the general discussion that took place during the United
Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, there was a deepening of knowledge and
extension of understanding concerning disability issues and the terminology used.
Current terminology recognizes the necessity of addressing both the individual
needs (such as rehabilitation and technical aids) and the shortcomings of the society
(various obstacles for participation).

Prevention

22. Theterm “prevention” means action aimed at preventing the occurrence
of physical, intellectual, psychiatric or sensory impairments (primary prevention) or
at preventing impairments from causing a permanent functional limitation or dis-
ability (secondary prevention). Prevention may include many different types of
action, such as primary health care, prenatal and postnatal care, education in nutri-
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tion, immunization campai gns against communicabl e diseases, measures to control
endemic diseases, saf ety regulations, programmes for the prevention of accidentsin
different environments, including adaptation of workplacesto prevent occupational
disabilities and diseases, and prevention of disability resulting from pollution of the
environment or armed conflict.

Rehabilitation

23. Theterm “rehabilitation” refers to a process aimed at enabling persons
with disabilities to reach and maintain their optimal physical, sensory, intellectual,
psychiatric and/or social functional levels, thus providing them with the tools to
change their lives towards a higher level of independence. Rehabilitation may
include measures to provide and/or restore functions, or compensate for the loss or
absence of afunction or for afunctional limitation. The rehabilitation process does
not involve initial medica care. It includes a wide range of measures and activities
from more basic and general rehabilitation to goal-oriented activities, for instance
vocational rehabilitation.

Equalization of opportunities

24. The term “equalization of opportunities’ means the process through
which the various systems of society and the environment, such as services, activi-
ties, information and documentation, are made available to al, particularly to per-
sons with disabilities.

25. The principle of equal rights implies that the needs of each and every
individual are of equal importance, that those needs must be made the basis for the
planning of societies and that all resources must be employed in such away as to
ensure that every individual has equal opportunity for participation.

26. Persons with disabilities are members of society and have the right to
remain within their local communities. They should receive the support they need
within the ordinary structures of education, health, employment and social services.

27. As persons with disabilities achieve equal rights, they should also have
equal obligations. As those rights are being achieved, societies should raise their
expectations of persons with disabilities. As part of the process of equal opportuni-
ties, provision should be made to assist persons with disabilities to assume their full
responsibility as members of society.

PREAMBLE

Sates,

Mindful of the pledge made, under the Charter of the United Nations, to take
joint and separate action in cooperation with the Organization to promote higher
standards of living, full employment, and conditions of economic and socia
progress and devel opment,

Reaffirming the commitment to human rights and fundamental freedoms,
social justice and the dignity and worth of the human person proclaimed in the Char-
ter,
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Recalling in particular the international standards on human rights, which
have been laid down in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultura Rightsand the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights,

Underlining that those instruments proclaim that the rights recognized therein
should be ensured equally to all individuals without discrimination,

Recalling the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which prohibits discrim-
ination on the basis of disability and requires special measures to ensure the rights
of children with disabilities, and the International Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, which provides
for some protective measures against disability,

Recalling also the provisions in the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women to ensure the rights of girls and women
with disabilities,

Having regard to the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons, the Dec-
laration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons, the Declaration on Social
Progress and Devel opment, the Principles for the Protection of Personswith Mental
[lIness and for the Improvement of Mental Health Care and other relevant instru-
ments adopted by the General Assembly,

Also having regard to the rel evant conventions and recommendati ons adopted
by the International Labour Organisation, with particular reference to participation
in employment without discrimination for persons with disabilities,

Mindful of the relevant recommendations and work of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, in particular the World Declara-
tion on Education for All, the World Health Organization, the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund and other concerned organizations,

Having regard to the commitment made by States concerning the protection
of the environment,

Mindful of the devastation caused by armed conflict and deploring the use of
scarce resources in the production of weapons,

Recognizing that the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Per-
sons and the definition therein of equalization of opportunities represent earnest
ambitions on the part of the international community to render those various inter-
national instruments and recommendations of practical and concrete significance,

Acknowledging that the objective of the United Nations Decade of Disabled
Persons (1983-1992) to implement the World Programme of Actionisstill valid and
requires urgent and continued action,

Recalling that the World Programme of Action is based on concepts that are
equally valid in developing and industrialized countries,

Convinced that intensified efforts are needed to achieve the full and equal
enjoyment of human rights and participation in society by persons with disabilities,
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Re-emphasizing that persons with disabilities, and their parents, guardians,
advocates and organi zations, must be active partnerswith Statesin the planning and
implementation of all measures affecting their civil, political, economic, social and
cultura rights,

In pursuance of Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/26, and basing
themselves on the specific measuresrequired for the attainment by personswith dis-
abilities of equality with others, enumerated in detail in the World Programme of
Action,

Have adopted the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for
Persons with Disabilities outlined below, in order:

(a) To stress that all action in the field of disability presupposes adequate
knowledge and experience of the conditions and special needs of persons with dis-
abilities;

(b) To emphasize that the process through which every aspect of societal

organization is made accessible to all is a basic objective of socio-economic devel-
opment;

(c) To outline crucial aspects of socia policies in the field of disability,
including, as appropriate, the active encouragement of technical and economic
cooperation;

(d) To provide modelsfor the political decision-making process required for
the attainment of equal opportunities, bearing in mind the widely differing technical
and economic levels, the fact that the process must reflect keen understanding of the
cultural context within which it takes place and the crucia role of personswith dis-
abilitiesin it;

(e) Topropose national mechanismsfor close collaboration among States, the

organs of the United Nations system, other intergovernmental bodies and organiza-
tions of persons with disabilities;

() To propose an effective machinery for monitoring the process by which
States seek to attain the equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities.

|. PRECONDITIONS FOR EQUAL PARTICIPATION

RuLE1l Awareness-raising

States should take action to raise awareness in society about persons with disabili-
ties, their rights, their needs, their potential and their contribution.

1. States should ensure that responsible authorities distribute up-to-date
information on available programmes and servicesto personswith disabilities, their
families, professionas in the field and the general public. Information to persons
with disabilities should be presented in accessible form.

2. Statesshould initiate and support information campaigns concerning per-
sons with disabilities and disability policies, conveying the message that persons
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with disabilities are citizens with the same rights and obligations as others, thusjus-
tifying measures to remove all obstaclesto full participation.

3. States should encourage the portrayal of persons with disabilities by the
mass media in a positive way; organizations of persons with disabilities should be
consulted on this matter.

4. States should ensure that public education programmes reflect in all their
aspects the principle of full participation and equality.

5. States should invite persons with disabilities and their families and
organizations to participate in public education programmes concerning disability
matters.

6. States should encourage enterprises in the private sector to include dis-
ability issuesin all aspects of their activity.

7. States should initiate and promote programmes aimed at raising the level
of awareness of persons with disabilities concerning their rights and potential.
Increased self-reliance and empowerment will assist personswith disabilitiesto take
advantage of the opportunities available to them.

8. Awareness-raising should be an important part of the education of chil-
dren with disabilities and in rehabilitation programmes. Persons with disabilities
could also assist one another in awareness-rai sing through the activities of their own
organizations.

9. Awareness-raising should be part of the education of al children and
should be a component of teacher-training courses and training of all professionals.

RuLE2 Medical care

States should ensure the provision of effective medical care to persons with
disabilities.

1. Statesshould work towards the provision of programmes run by multidis-
ciplinary teams of professionals for early detection, assessment and treatment of
impairment. This could prevent, reduce or eliminate disabling effects. Such pro-
grammes should ensure the full participation of persons with disabilities and their
families at the individual level, and of organizations of persons with disabilities at
the planning and evaluation level.

2. Loca community workers should be trained to participate in areas such
as early detection of impairments, the provision of primary assistance and referral
to appropriate services.

3. Statesshould ensurethat personswith disabilities, particularly infants and
children, are provided with the same level of medical care within the same system
as other members of society.

4. States should ensure that all medical and paramedical personnel are ade-
quately trained and equipped to give medical care to persons with disabilities and
that they have access to relevant treatment methods and technol ogy.
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5. States should ensure that medical, paramedical and related personnel are
adequately trained so that they do not give inappropriate advice to parents, thus
restricting optionsfor their children. Thistraining should be an ongoing process and
should be based on the latest information available.

6. States should ensure that persons with disabilities are provided with any
regular treatment and medicines they may need to preserve or improvetheir level of
functioning.

RULE3 Rehabilitation’

States should ensure the provision of rehabilitation services to persons with disabil-
itiesin order for them to reach and sustain their optimum level of independence and
functioning.

1. States should develop national rehabilitation programmes for all groups
of persons with disahilities. Such programmes should be based on the actual indi-
vidual needs of persons with disabilities and on the principles of full participation
and equality.

2. Such programmes should include awide range of activities, such as basic
skillstraining to improve or compensate for an aff ected function, counselling of per-
sons with disabilities and their families, developing self-reliance, and occasional
services such as assessment and guidance.

3. All persons with disabilities, including persons with severe and/or multi-
ple disabilities, who require rehabilitation should have accessto it.

4. Personswith disabilities and their families should be ableto participatein
the design and organization of rehabilitation services concerning themselves.

5. All rehabilitation services should be available in the local community
where the person with disabilities lives. However, in some instances, in order to
attain acertain training objective, special time-limited rehabilitation courses may be
organized, where appropriate, in residential form.

6. Persons with disabilities and their families should be encouraged to
involve themselves in rehabilitation, for instance as trained teachers, instructors or
counsdllors.

7. States should draw upon the expertise of organizations of persons with
disabilities when formulating or evaluating rehabilitation programmes.

RuLE4 Support services

States should ensure the development and supply of support services, including
assistive devices for persons with disabilities, to assist them to increase their level
of independence in their daily living and to exercise their rights.

* Rehabilitation is afundamental concept in disability policy and is defined above in paragraph 23
of the introduction.
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1. States should ensure the provision of assistive devices and equipment,
personal assistance and interpreter services, according to the needs of persons with
disahilities, asimportant measures to achieve the equalization of opportunities.

2. States should support the development, production, distribution and ser-
vicing of assistive devices and equipment and the di ssemination of knowledge about
them.

3. To achieve this, generally available technical know-how should be uti-
lized. In States where high-technology industry is available, it should be fully uti-
lized to improve the standard and effectiveness of assistive devices and equipment.
It isimportant to stimulate the development and production of simple and inexpen-
sive devices, using local material and local production facilities when possible. Per-
sons with disabilities themselves could be involved in the production of those
devices.

4. States should recognize that all persons with disabilities who need assis-
tive devices should have access to them as appropriate, including financial accessi-
bility. This may mean that assistive devices and equipment should be provided free
of charge or at such alow price that persons with disabilities or their families can
afford to buy them.

5. In rehabilitation programmes for the provision of assistive devices and
equipment, States should consider the special requirements of girls and boys with
disahilities concerning the design, durability and age-appropriateness of assistive
devices and equipment.

6. States should support the development and provision of personal assis-
tance programmes and interpretation services, especialy for persons with severe
and/or multiple disabilities. Such programmeswould increase thelevel of participa-
tion of personswith disabilitiesin everyday life at home, at work, in school and dur-
ing leisure-time activities.

7. Personal assistance programmes should be designed in such a way that
the persons with disabilities using the programmes have a decisive influence on the
way in which the programmes are delivered.

II. TARGET AREAS FOR EQUAL PARTICIPATION

RuLE5 Accessihility

States should recognize the overall importance of accessibility in the process of the
equalization of opportunitiesin all spheres of society. For persons with disabilities
of any kind, States should (a) introduce programmes of action to make the physical
environment accessible; and (b) undertake measures to provide access to informa-
tion and communication.

(a) Accessto the physical environment

1. Statesshould initiate measures to remove the obstaclesto participationin
the physical environment. Such measures should be to devel op standards and guide-
lines and to consider enacting legislation to ensure accessibility to various areas in



258 Rights of personswith disabilities

society, such as housing, buildings, public transport services and other means of
transportation, streets and other outdoor environments.

2. States should ensure that architects, construction engineers and others
who are professionally involved in the design and construction of the physical envi-
ronment have access to adequate information on disability policy and measures to
achieve accessibility.

3. Accessihility requirements should beincluded in the design and construc-
tion of the physical environment from the beginning of the designing process.

4. Organizations of personswith disabilities should be consulted when stan-
dardsand normsfor accessibility are being developed. They should also beinvolved
locally from the initial planning stage when public construction projects are being
designed, thus ensuring maximum accessibility.

(b) Accessto information and communication

5. Personswith disabilities and, where appropriate, their families and advo-
cates should have access to full information on diagnosis, rights and available ser-
vicesand programmes, at all stages. Such information should be presented in forms
accessible to persons with disabilities.

6. States should develop strategies to make information services and docu-
mentation accessible for different groups of persons with disabilities. Braille, tape
services, large print and other appropriate technologies should be used to provide
access to written information and documentation for persons with visual impair-
ments. Similarly, appropriate technologies should be used to provide access to spo-
ken information for persons with auditory impairments or comprehension difficul-
ties.

7. Consideration should be given to the use of sign language in the education
of deaf children, in their families and communities. Sign language interpretation
services should also be provided to facilitate the communication between deaf per-
sons and others.

8. Consideration should also be given to the needs of people with other com-
munication disabilities.

9. Statesshould encourage the media, especially television, radio and news-
papers, to make their services accessible.

10. Statesshould ensurethat new computerized information and service sys-
tems offered to the general public are either made initially accessible or are adapted
to be made accessible to persons with disabilities.

11. Organizations of persons with disabilities should be consulted when
measures to make information services accessible are being devel oped.

RuLE 6 Education

States should recognize the principle of equal primary, secondary and tertiary
educational opportunities for children, youth and adults with disabilities, in inte-
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grated settings. They should ensure that the education of persons with disabilitiesis
an integral part of the educational system.

1. Genera educational authorities are responsible for the education of per-
sons with disabilities in integrated settings. Education for persons with disabilities
should form an integral part of national educational planning, curriculum develop-
ment and school organization.

2. Education in mainstream schools presupposes the provision of interpreter
and other appropriate support services. Adequate accessibility and support services,
designed to meet the needs of personswith different disabilities, should be provided.

3. Parent groups and organizations of persons with disabilities should be
involved in the education process at all levels.

4. In Stateswhere education iscompulsory it should be provided to girlsand
boyswith all kinds and all levels of disahilities, including the most severe.

5. Specia attention should be given in the following areas:
(a) Very young children with disabilities;

(b) Pre-school children with disabilities;

(c) Adultswith disahilities, particularly women.

6. To accommodate educational provisions for persons with disabilitiesin
the mainstream, States should:

(@) Have aclearly stated policy, understood and accepted at the school level
and by the wider community;

(b) Allow for curriculum flexibility, addition and adaptation;

(c) Provide for quality materials, ongoing teacher training and support
teachers.

7. Integrated education and community-based programmes should be seen
as complementary approaches in providing cost-effective education and training for
personswith disabilities. National community-based programmes should encourage
communities to use and develop their resources to provide local education to per-
sons with disabilities.

8. In situations where the genera school system does not yet adequately
meet the needs of all persons with disabilities, special education may be considered.
It should be aimed at preparing students for education in the general school system.
The quality of such education should reflect the same standards and ambitions as
general education and should be closely linked to it. At a minimum, students with
disahilities should be afforded the same portion of educational resources as students
without disabilities. States should aim for the gradual integration of special educa-
tion services into mainstream education. It is acknowledged that in some instances
specia education may currently be considered to be the most appropriate form of
education for some students with disabilities.
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9. Owing to the particular communication needs of deaf and deaf/blind per-
sons, their education may be more suitably provided in schools for such persons or
special classes and units in mainstream schools. At the initial stage, in particular,
special attention needs to be focused on culturaly sensitive instruction that will
result in effective communication skills and maximum independence for people
who are deaf or deaf/blind.

RuLe 7 Employment

States should recognize the principle that persons with disabilities must be empow-
ered to exercise their human rights, particularly in the field of employment. In both
rural and urban areas they must have equal opportunities for productive and gainful
employment in the labour market.

1. Laws and regulations in the employment field must not discriminate
against persons with disabilities and must not raise obstacles to their employment.

2. States should actively support the integration of persons with disabilities
into open employment. This active support could occur through a variety of mea
sures, such as vocational training, incentive-oriented quota schemes, reserved or
designated employment, loans or grants for small business, exclusive contracts or
priority production rights, tax concessions, contract compliance or other technical
or financial assistance to enterprises employing workers with disabilities. States
should also encourage employers to make reasonabl e adjustments to accommodate
persons with disabilities.

3. States' action programmes should include:

(@) Measures to design and adapt workplaces and work premises in such a
way that they become accessible to persons with different disabilities;

(b) Support for the use of new technologies and the development and produc-
tion of assistive devices, tools and equipment and measures to facilitate access to
such devices and equipment for persons with disabilities to enable them to gain and
maintain employment;

(c) Provision of appropriate training and placement and ongoing support such
as personal assistance and interpreter services.

4. States should initiate and support public awvareness-raising campaigns
designed to overcome negative attitudes and prejudices concerning workers with
disabilities.

5. Intheir capacity as employers, States should create favourable conditions
for the employment of persons with disabilitiesin the public sector.

6. States, workers' organizations and employers should cooperate to ensure
equitable recruitment and promotion policies, employment conditions, rates of pay,
measures to improve the work environment in order to prevent injuries and impair-
ments and measures for the rehabilitation of employeeswho have sustained employ-
ment-related injuries.
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7. Theaim should always be for persons with disabilities to obtain employ-
ment in the open labour market. For persons with disabilities whose needs cannot
be met in open employment, small units of sheltered or supported employment may
be an aternative. It isimportant that the quality of such programmes be assessed in
terms of their relevance and sufficiency in providing opportunities for persons with
disahilities to gain employment in the labour market.

8. Moeasures should be taken to include persons with disabilities in training
and employment programmes in the private and informal sectors.

9. States, workers' organizations and employers should cooperate with orga-
nizations of persons with disabilities concerning all measures to create training and
employment opportunities, including flexible hours, part-time work, job-sharing,
self-employment and attendant care for persons with disabilities.

RuLE 8 Income maintenance and social security

States are responsible for the provision of socia security and income maintenance
for persons with disabilities.

1. States should ensure the provision of adequate income support to persons
with disabilities who, owing to disability or disability-related factors, have tempo-
rarily lost or received areduction in their income or have been denied employment
opportunities. States should ensure that the provision of support takes into account
the costs frequently incurred by persons with disabilities and their families as a
result of the disability.

2. Incountrieswhere social security, social insurance or other social welfare
schemes exist or are being developed for the general population, States should
ensure that such systems do not exclude or discriminate against persons with dis-
abilities.

3. States should aso ensure the provision of income support and social
security protection to individuals who undertake the care of a person with a disabil-

ity.

4. Social security systems should include incentives to restore the income-
earning capacity of persons with disabilities. Such systems should provide or con-
tribute to the organization, development and financing of vocational training. They
should also assist with placement services.

5. Socia security programmes should also provide incentives for persons
with disabilities to seek employment in order to establish or re-establish their
income-earning capacity.

6. Income support should be maintained as long as the disabling conditions
remain in amanner that does not discourage persons with disabilities from seeking
employment. It should only be reduced or terminated when persons with disabilities
achieve adequate and secure income.

7. States, in countries where social security isto alarge extent provided by
the private sector, should encourage local communities, welfare organizations and
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families to develop self-help measures and incentives for employment or employ-
ment-related activities for persons with disabilities.

RuLe 9 Family life and personal integrity

States should promote the full participation of persons with disabilities in family
life. They should promote their right to personal integrity and ensure that laws do
not discriminate against persons with disabilities with respect to sexual relation-
ships, marriage and parenthood.

1. Persons with disabilities should be enabled to live with their families.
States should encourage the inclusion in family counselling of appropriate modules
regarding disability and its effects on family life. Respite-care and attendant-care
services should be made available to families which include a person with disabili-
ties. States should remove all unnecessary obstacles to persons who want to foster
or adopt a child or adult with disabilities.

2. Personswith disabilities must not be denied the opportunity to experience
their sexuality, have sexual relationships and experience parenthood. Taking into
account that persons with disabilities may experience difficultiesin getting married
and setting up afamily, States should encourage the availability of appropriate coun-
selling. Personswith disabilities must have the same access as othersto family-plan-
ning methods, aswell asto information in accessible form on the sexual functioning
of their bodies.

3. States should promote measures to change negative attitudes towards
marriage, sexudity and parenthood of persons with disabilities, especially of girls
and women with disabilities, which gtill prevail in society. The media should be
encouraged to play an important role in removing such negative attitudes.

4. Persons with disabilities and their families need to be fully informed
about taking precautions against sexual and other forms of abuse. Persons with
disahilities are particularly vulnerable to abuse in the family, community or
institutions and need to be educated on how to avoid the occurrence of abuse,
recognize when abuse has occurred and report on such acts.

RuLeE 10 Culture

States will ensure that persons with disabilities are integrated into and can partici-
patein cultural activities on an equal basis.

1. States should ensure that persons with disabilities have the opportunity to
utilize their creative, artistic and intellectual potential, not only for their own bene-
fit, but also for the enrichment of their community, be they in urban or rural areas.
Examplesof such activitiesare dance, music, literature, theatre, plastic arts, painting
and sculpture. Particularly in developing countries, emphasis should be placed on
traditional and contemporary art forms, such as puppetry, recitation and story-tell-

ing.
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2. States should promote the accessibility to and availability of places for
cultural performances and services, such as theatres, museums, cinemas and librar-
ies, to persons with disabilities.

3. States should initiate the development and use of special technical
arrangementsto make literature, filmsand theatre accessi ble to personswith disabil -
ities.

RuLE 11 Recreation and sports

States will take measures to ensure that persons with disabilities have equal oppor-
tunities for recreation and sports.

1. States should initiate measures to make places for recreation and sports,
hotel's, beaches, sports arenas, gym halls, etc., accessible to personswith disabilities.
Such measures should encompass support for staff in recreation and sports pro-
grammes, including projects to develop methods of accessibility, and participation,
information and training programmes.

2. Tourist authorities, travel agencies, hotels, voluntary organizations and
others involved in organizing recreational activities or travel opportunities should
offer their services to all, taking into account the special needs of persons with dis-
abilities. Suitable training should be provided to assist that process.

3. Sports organizations should be encouraged to develop opportunities for
participation by persons with disabilitiesin sports activities. |n some cases, accessi-
bility measures could be enough to open up opportunities for participation. In other
cases, specia arrangements or specia games would be needed. States should sup-
port the participation of persons with disabilities in national and international
events.

4. Persons with disabilities participating in sports activities should have
access to instruction and training of the same quality as other participants.

5. Organizers of sports and recreation should consult with organizations of
persons with disahilities when developing their services for persons with disabili-
ties.

RuLE 12 Religion

States will encourage measures for equal participation by persons with disabilities
in thereligiouslife of their communities.

1. States should encourage, in consultation with religious authorities, mea-
sures to eliminate discrimination and make religious activities accessible to persons
with disabilities.

2. States should encourage the distribution of information on disability mat-
ters to religious institutions and organizations. States should also encourage reli-
gious authorities to include information on disability policiesin thetraining for reli-
gious professions, as well asin religious education programmes.
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3. They should also encourage the accessibility of religiousliterature to per-
sons with sensory impairments.

4. Statesand/or religious organizations should consult with organi zations of
persons with disabilities when developing measures for equal participation in reli-
gious activities.

[Il. IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES

RuLE 13 Information and research

States assume the ultimate responsibility for the collection and dissemination of
information on the living conditions of persons with disabilities and promote com-
prehensive research on all aspects, including obstacles that affect the lives of per-
sons with disabilities.

1. States should, at regular intervals, collect gender-specific statistics and
other information concerning theliving conditions of personswith disabilities. Such
data collection could be conducted in conjunction with national censuses and house-
hold surveys and could be undertaken in close collaboration, inter alia, with univer-
sities, research institutes and organizations of persons with disabilities. The data
collection should include questions on programmes and services and their use.

2. Statesshould consider establishing a data bank on disability, which would
include statistics on available services and programmes as well as on the different
groups of persons with disabilities. They should bear in mind the need to protect
individual privacy and personal integrity.

3. States should initiate and support programmes of research on social, eco-
nomic and participation issues that affect the lives of persons with disabilities and
their families. Such research should include studies on the causes, types and fre-
guencies of disabilities, the availability and efficacy of existing programmesand the
need for development and evaluation of services and support measures.

4. States should develop and adopt terminology and criteria for the conduct
of national surveys, in cooperation with organizations of persons with disabilities.

5. States should facilitate the participation of persons with disabilities in
data collection and research. To undertake such research States should particularly
encourage the recruitment of qualified persons with disahilities.

6. Statesshould support the exchange of research findings and experiences.

7. States should take measures to disseminate information and knowledge
on disability to all political and administration levels within national, regional and
local spheres.

RuLe 14 Policy-making and planning

States will ensure that disability aspects are included in al relevant policy-making
and national planning.
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1. States should initiate and plan adeguate policies for persons with disabil-
ities at the national level, and stimulate and support action at regiona and local
levels.

2. Statesshould involve organizations of personswith disabilitiesin all deci-
sion-making relating to plans and programmes concerning persons with disabilities
or affecting their economic and social status.

3. The needs and concerns of persons with disabilities should be incorpo-
rated into general development plans and not be treated separately.

4. The ultimate responsibility of States for the situation of persons with dis-
abilities does not relieve others of their responsibility. Anyonein charge of services,
activities or the provision of information in society should be encouraged to accept
responsibility for making such programmes avail able to persons with disabilities.

5. States should facilitate the development by local communities of pro-
grammes and measures for persons with disabilities. One way of doing this could be
to develop manuals or check-lists and provide training programmes for local staff.

RuLe 15 Legidation

States have a responsibility to create the legal bases for measures to achieve the
objectives of full participation and equality for persons with disabilities.

1. Nationa legidation, embodying the rights and obligations of citizens,
should include the rights and obligations of persons with disabilities. States are
under an obligation to enable persons with disabilities to exercise their rights,
including their human, civil and political rights, on an equal basis with other citi-
zens. States must ensure that organizations of persons with disabilities are involved
in the development of national |egislation concerning the rights of personswith dis-
abilities, as well as in the ongoing evaluation of that legislation.

2. Legidative action may be needed to remove conditions that may
adversely affect the lives of personswith disabilities, including harassment and vic-
timization. Any discriminatory provisions against persons with disabilities must be
eliminated. National legislation should provide for appropriate sanctions in case of
violations of the principles of non-discrimination.

3. National legislation concerning persons with disabilities may appear in
two different forms. The rights and obligations may be incorporated in genera leg-
islation or contained in special legislation. Special legidation for persons with dis-
abilities may be established in several ways:

(a) By enacting separate legislation, dealing exclusively with disability
matters;

(b) By including disability matters within legislation on particular topics,

(c) By mentioning personswith disabilities specifically in the texts that serve
to interpret existing legislation.



266 Rights of personswith disabilities

A combination of those different approaches might be desirable. Affirmative action
provisions may also be considered.

4. Statesmay consider establishing formal statutory complaints mechanisms
in order to protect the interests of persons with disabilities.

RuLe 16 Economic policies

States have the financial responsibility for national programmes and measures to
create equal opportunities for persons with disabilities.

1. States should include disability matters in the regular budgets of all
national, regional and local government bodies.

2. States, non-governmental organizations and other interested bodies
should interact to determine the most effective ways of supporting projects and mea-
sures relevant to persons with disabilities.

3. States should consider the use of economic measures (loans, tax exemp-
tions, earmarked grants, special funds, and so on) to stimulate and support equal par-
ticipation by persons with disabilitiesin society.

4. In many States it may be advisable to establish a disability development
fund, which could support various pilot projects and self-help programmes at the
grass-roots level.

RuLE 17 Coordination of work

States are responsible for the establishment and strengthening of national coordinat-
ing committees, or similar bodies, to serve as a national focal point on disability
matters.

1. Thenational coordinating committee or similar bodies should be perma-
nent and based on legal as well as appropriate administrative regulation.

2. A combination of representatives of private and public organizations is
most likely to achieve an intersectoral and multidisciplinary composition. Repre-
sentatives could be drawn from concerned government ministries, organizations of
persons with disabilities and non-governmental organizations.

3. Organizations of personswith disabilities should have considerableinflu-
ence in the national coordinating committee in order to ensure proper feedback of
their concerns.

4. The national coordinating committee should be provided with sufficient
autonomy and resources to fulfil its responsibilities in relation to its decision-mak-
ing capacities. It should report to the highest governmental level.
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RuLE 18 Organizations of persons with disabilities

States should recognize the right of the organizations of persons with disabilitiesto
represent persons with disabilities at national, regional and local levels. States
should al so recognize the advisory role of organizations of persons with disabilities
in decision-making on disability matters.

1. States should encourage and support economically and in other ways the
formation and strengthening of organizations of persons with disabilities, family
members and/or advocates. States should recognize that those organizations have a
role to play in the development of disability policy.

2. States should establish ongoing communication with organizations of
persons with disabilities and ensure their participation in the development of gov-
ernment policies.

3. Therole of organizations of persons with disabilities could be to identify
needs and priorities, to participate in the planning, implementation and evaluation
of services and measures concerning the lives of persons with disahilities, and to
contribute to public awareness and to advocate change.

4. Asinstruments of self-help, organizations of personswith disabilities pro-
vide and promote opportunities for the development of skills in various fields,
mutual support among members and information sharing.

5. Organizations of persons with disabilities could perform their advisory
role in many different ways such as having permanent representation on boards of
government-funded agencies, serving on public commissions and providing expert
knowledge on different projects.

6. The advisory role of organizations of persons with disabilities should be
ongoing in order to develop and deepen the exchange of views and information
between the State and the organizations.

7. Organizations should be permanently represented on the national coordi-
nating committee or similar bodies.

8. The role of local organizations of persons with disabilities should be
developed and strengthened to ensure that they influence matters at the community
level.

RuLE 19 Personnel training

States are responsible for ensuring the adequate training of personnel, at all levels,
involved in the planning and provision of programmes and services concerning per-
sons with disabilities.

1. Statesshould ensurethat all authorities providing servicesin the disability
field give adequate training to their personnel.
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2. Inthetraining of professionasin the disability field, aswell asin the pro-
vision of information on disability in general training programmes, the principle of
full participation and equality should be appropriately reflected.

3. Statesshould develop training programmesin consultation with organiza-
tions of persons with disabilities, and persons with disabilities should be involved
as teachers, instructors or advisersin staff training programmes.

4. Thetraining of community workersis of great strategic importance, par-
ticularly in developing countries. It should involve persons with disabilities and
include the development of appropriate values, competence and technologies as
well as skillswhich can be practised by personswith disabilities, their parents, fam-
ilies and members of the community.

RuLeE 20 National monitoring and evaluation of disability programmes
inthe implementation of the Rules

States are responsible for the continuous monitoring and evaluation of the imple-
mentation of national programmes and services concerning the equalization of
opportunities for persons with disabilities.

1. States should periodically and systematically evaluate national disability
programmes and disseminate both the bases and the results of the evaluations.

2. States should develop and adopt terminology and criteria for the evalua-
tion of disability-related programmes and services.

3. Such criteria and terminology should be developed in close cooperation
with organizations of personswith disabilitiesfrom the earliest conceptual and plan-
ning stages.

4. States should participate in international cooperation in order to develop
common standards for nationa evaluation in the disability field. States should
encourage national coordinating committees to participate al so.

5. The evaluation of various programmes in the disability field should be
built in at the planning stage, so that the overall efficacy in fulfilling their policy
objectives can be evaluated.

RuLe 21 Technica and economic cooperation

States, both industrialized and developing, have the responsibility to cooperate in
and take measures for the improvement of the living conditions of persons with dis-
abilities in developing countries.

1. Measuresto achievethe equalization of opportunities of personswith dis-
abilities, including refugees with disabilities, should be integrated into genera
development programmes.

2. Such measures must be integrated into all forms of technical and eco-
nomic cooperation, bilateral and multilateral, governmental and non-governmental.



Equalization of Opportunitiesfor Personswith Disabilities 269

States should bring up disability issuesin discussions on such cooperation with their
counterparts.

3. When planning and reviewing programmes of technical and economic
cooperation, special attention should be given to the effects of such programmes on
the situation of persons with disabilities. It is of the utmost importance that persons
with disabilities and their organizations are consulted on any development projects
designed for personswith disabilities. They should be directly involved in the devel-
opment, implementation and evaluation of such projects.

4. Priority areas for technical and economic cooperation should include:

(@) The development of human resources through the development of skills,
abilitiesand potential s of personswith disabilities and theinitiation of employment-
generating activities for and of persons with disabilities;

(b) Thedevelopment and dissemination of appropriate disability-related tech-
nologies and know-how.

5. States are also encouraged to support the formation and strengthening of
organizations of persons with disabilities.

6. Statesshould take measuresto improve the knowledge of disability issues
among staff involved at all levels in the administration of technical and economic
cooperation programmes.

RULE 22 International cooperation

States will participate actively in international cooperation concerning policies for
the equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities.

1. Within the United Nations, the speciaized agencies and other concerned
intergovernmental organizations, States should participate in the development of
disability policy.

2. Whenever appropriate, States should introduce disability aspectsin gen-
eral negotiations concerning standards, information exchange, development pro-
grammes, etc.

3. States should encourage and support the exchange of knowledge and
experience among:

(a) Non-governmental organizations concerned with disability issues,

_ (b) Research institutions and individual researchers involved in disability
issues;

(c) Representatives of field programmes and of professional groups in the
disability field;

(d) Organizations of persons with disabilities;

(e) National coordinating committees.



270 Rights of personswith disabilities

4. Statesshould ensure that the United Nations and the specialized agencies,
as well as al intergovernmental and interparliamentary bodies, a globa and
regional levels, include in their work the global and regional organizations of per-
sons with disabilities.

IV. MONITORING MECHANISM

1. The purpose of amonitoring mechanism isto further the effective imple-
mentation of the Rules. It will assist each State in assessing itslevel of implementa-
tion of the Rules and in measuring its progress. The monitoring should identify
obstacles and suggest suitable measures that would contribute to the successful
implementation of the Rules. The monitoring mechanism will recognize the eco-
nomic, social and cultural features existing in individual States. An important ele-
ment should also be the provision of advisory services and the exchange of experi-
ence and information between States.

2. TheRules shall be monitored within the framework of the sessions of the
Commission for Socia Development. A Special Rapporteur with relevant and
extensive experience in disability issues and international organizations shall be
appointed, if necessary, funded by extrabudgetary resources, for three years to mon-
itor the implementation of the Rules.

3. International organizations of persons with disabilities having consulta-
tive status with the Economic and Social Council and organizations representing
persons with disabilitieswho have not yet formed their own organizations should be
invited to create among themselves a panel of experts, on which organizations of
persons with disabilities shall have a majority, taking into account the different
kinds of disabilities and necessary equitable geographical distribution, to be con-
sulted by the Special Rapporteur and, when appropriate, by the Secretariat.

4. The panel of experts will be encouraged by the Specia Rapporteur to
review, advise and provide feedback and suggestions on the promotion,
implementation and monitoring of the Rules.

5. The Special Rapporteur shall send a set of questions to States, entities
within the United Nations system, and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities. The set of ques-
tions should address implementation plans for the Rules in States. The questions
should be selective in nature and cover anumber of specific rulesfor in-depth eval-
uation. In preparing the questions the Special Rapporteur should consult with the
panel of experts and the Secretariat.

6. The Special Rapporteur shall seek to establish a direct dialogue not only
with States but also with local non-governmental organizations, seeking their views
and comments on any information intended to be included in the reports. The Spe-
cial Rapporteur shall provide advisory services on theimplementatio